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PREFACE. 


The  volumes  that  are  here  prefented  to  the 
Public,  confift  of  two  parts : the  Life  of  Dr. 
Franklin ; and  a Colle&ion  of  Mifcellaneous 
Efiays,  the  work  of  that  author. 

It  is  already  known  to  many,  that  Dr. 
Franklin  amufed  himfelf,  towards  the  clofe  of 
his  life,  with  writing  memoirs  of  his  own  liif- 
tory.  Thefe  memoirs  were  brought  down  to 
the  year  1757-  Together  with  fome  other  ma- 
nuferipts  they  were  left  behind  him  at  his  death, 
and  were  eonfidered  as  conftituting  a part  of 
liis  pofthumous  property.  It  is  a little  extra- 
ordinary that,  under  thefe  circumftances,  in- 
terefling  as  they  are,  from  the  celebrity  of  the 
gharafter  of  which  they  treat,  and  from  the 
critical  fituation  of  the  prefent  times,  they 
fliould  lo  long  have  been  with-held  from  the 
Public.  A tranflation  of  them  appeared  in 
France  near  two  years  ago,  coming  down  to 
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the  year  1731.  There  can  be  no  fufficient 
reafon,  that  what  has  thus  been  fubmitted  to 
the  perufal  of  Europe,  Ihould  not  be  made 
acceffible  to  thofe  to  whom  Dr.  Franklin’s 
language  is  native.  The  hiftory  of  his  life,  as 
far  as  page  19a  of  the  prefent  volume,  is 
tranflated  from  that  publication. 

The  ftyle  of  thefe  memoirs  is  uncommonly 
pleafing.  The  ftory  is  told  with  the  mod  un- 
referved  fincerity,  and  without  any  falfe  co- 
louring or  ornament.  We  fee,  in  every  page, 
that  the  author  examined  his  fubjedt  with  the 
eye  of  a mailer,  and  related  no  incidents,  the 
fprings  and  origin  of  which  he  did  not  perfedlly 
underftand.  It  is  this  that  gives  fuch  exquilite 
and  uncommon  perfpicuity  to  the  detail,  and 
delight  in  the  review.  The  tranflator  has  en- 
deavoured, as  he  went  along,  to  conceive  the 
probable  manner  in  which  Dr.  Frankiin  ex- 
prelTed  his  ideas  in  his  Englilh  manufcript,  and 
he  hopes  to  be  forgiven  if  this  enquiry  Ihall 
occafionally  have  fubjetted  him  to  the  charge 
of  a llyle  in  any  refpedl  bald  or  low:  to  imitate 
the  admirable  fimplicity  of  the  author,  is  ncr 
eafy  talk. 
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The  Eflays,  which  are  now,  for  the  firft  time, 
brought  together  from  various  fources,  will 
be  found  to  be  more  mifcellaneous  than  any  of 
Dr.  Franklin’s  that  have  formerly  been  col- 
lected, and  will  therefore  be  more  generally 
amufing.  Dr.  Franklin  tells  us,  in  his  Life, 
that  he  was  an  afhduous  imitator  of  Addifon, 
and  from  fome  of  thefe  papers  it  will  be  ad- 
mitted that  he  was  not  an  unhappy  one.  The 
public  will  be  amufed  with  following  a great 
philofopher  in  his  relaxations,  and  obferving  in 
what  refpedls  philofophy  tends  to  elucidate  and 
improve  the  moft  common  fubje&s.  The  edi- 
tor has  purpofely  avoided  fuch  papers  as,  by 
their  fcientifical  nature,  were  lefs  adapted  for 
general  perufal.  Thefe  he  may  probably 
hereafter  publifh  in  a volume  by  themfelves. 

He  fubjoins  a letter  from  the  late  celebrated 
apd  amiable  Dr.  Price,  to  a gentleman  in 
Philadelphia,  upon  the  fubjeft  of  Dr.  Frank- 
lin’s memoirs  of  his  own  life. 

Hackney , June  19,  1790. 

“ DEAR  SIR, 

" I am  hardly  able  to  tell  you  how  kindly  I 
take  the  letters  with  which  you  favour  me. 

A 2 Youy 
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Your  laft,  containing  an  account  of  tlie  death 
of  our  excellent  friend  Dr.  Franklfn,  and  the 
circumftances  attending  it,  deferves  my  parti- 
cular gratitude.  The  account  whichdie  has  left 
of  his  life  will  fhew,  in  a ftriking  example,  how 
a man,  by  talents,  induftry,  and  integrity,  may 
rife  fi'om  obfcurity  to  the  firft  eminence  and 
confequence  in  the  world ; but  it  brings  his 
hiftory  no  lower  than  the  year  1 7 5 7 > an<^ 
I underhand  that  fmce  he  fent  over  the  copy, 
which  I have  read,  he  has  been  able  to  make 
no  additions  to  it.  It  is  with  a melancholy  re- 
gret I think  of  his  death  ; but  to  death  we  arc 
all  bound  by  the  irreverfible  order  of  nature, 
and  in  looking  forward  to  it,  there  is  comfort 
in  being  able  to  refiedh — that  we  have  not 
lived  in  vain,  and  that  all  the  ufeful  and 
virtuous  fhall  meet  in  a better  country  beyond 
the  grave. 

« Dr.  Franklin,  in  the  laft  letter  I received 
from  him,  after  mentioning  his  age  and  infir- 
mities, obferves,  that  it  has  been  kindly  or- 
dered by  the  Author  of  nature,  that  as  we 
draw  nearer  the  conclufion  of  life,  we  are  fur- 
niflied  with  more  helps  to  wean  us  from  it, 
among  which  one  of  the  ftrongeft  is  the  lofs  of 

dear 
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deaf  friends.  I was  delighted  with  the  account 
you  gave  in  your  letter  of  the  honour  fliewn  to 
his  memory  at  Philadelphia,  and  by  Congress; 
and  yefterday  I received  a high  additional 
pleafure,  by  being  informed  that  the  National 
Affembly  of  France  had  determined  to  go  into 
mourning  for  him — -What  a glorious  fcene  is 
opened  there  ! The  annals  of  the  world  fur- 
nilh  no  parallel  to  it.  One  of  the  honours  of 
our  departed  friend  is,  that  he  has  contributed 
much  to  it. 

“ I am,  with  great  refpe£l. 

Your  obliged  and  very 
humble  fervant, 

RICHARD  PRICE.” 
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LIFE 


DOCTOR  BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN, 

&C. 


MY  DEAR  SON, 

IH  A V E amufed  myfelf  with  col- 
le&ing  fome  little  anecdotes  of  my 
family.  You  may  remember  the  en- 
quiries I made,  when  you  were  with  me 
in  England,  among  fuch  of  my  relations 
as  were  then  living  ; and  the  journey  I 
undertook  for  that  purpofe.  To  be  ac- 
quainted with  the  particulars  of  my  pa- 
Vol,  I.-  B rentage 
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rentage  and  life,  many  of  which  are 
unknown  to  you,  I flatter  myfelf,  will 
afford  the  fame  pleafure  to  you  as  to  me. 
I fliall  relate  them  upon  paper  : it  will 
be  an  agreeable  employment  of  a week’s 
uninterrupted  leifure,  which  I promife 
myfelf  during  my  prefent  retirement  in 
the  country.  There  are  alfo  other  mo- 
tives which  induce  me  to  the  undertak- 
ing. From  the  bofom  of  poverty  and 
obfcurity,  in  which  I drew  my  firfl 
breath  and  fpent  my  earliefl:  years,  I 
have  raifed  myfelf  to  a (fate  of  opulence 
and  to  fome  degree  of  celebrity  in  the 
world.  A conftant  good  fortune  has 
attended  me  through  every  period  of 
life  to  my  prefent  advanced  age;  and 
my  defcendants  may  be  defirous  of 
learning  what  were  the  means-  of  which 
1 made  ufe,  and  which,  thanks  to 
the  afTifling  hand  of  Providence,  have 
proved  fo  eminently  fuccefsful.  They 
may  alfo,  fhould  they  ever  be  placed  in 

a fimilar 
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a fimilar  fituation,  derive  fome  advan- 
tage from  my  narrative. 

When  I refleft,  as  I frequently  do, 
upon  the  felicity  I have  enjoyed,  I 
fometimes  fay  to  myfelf,  that,  were  the 
offer  made  me,  I would  engage  to  run 
again,  from  beginning  to  end,  the  fame 
career  of  life.  All  I would  aft  fhould 
be  the  privilege  of  an  author,  to  correct, 
in  a fecond  edition,  certain  errors  of  the 
firft.  I could  wifh,  likewife,  if  it  were 
in  my  power,  to  change  fome  trivial  in- 
cidents and  events  for  others  more  fa- 
vourable. Were  this  however  denied 
me,  (till  would  I not  decline  the  offer.- 
But  fince  a repetition  of  life  cannot  take 
place,  there  is  nothing  which,  in  my 
opinion,  fo  nearly  refembles  it,  as  to 
call  to  mind  all  its  circumftances,  and, 
to  render  their  remembrance  more  dur- 
able, commit  them  to  writing.  By  thus 
employing  myfelf,  I fhall  yield  to  the 
inclination,  fo  natural  in  old  men,  to 
B 2 talk 
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talk  of  themfelves  and  their  exploits  ; 
and  may  freely  follow  my  bent,  without 
being  tirefome  to  thofe  who,  from  re- 
fpeCt  to  my  age,  might  think  themfelves 
obliged  to  liften  to  me  ; as  they  will  be  at 
liberty  to  read  rue  or  not  as  they  pleafe. 
In  fine — and  I may  well  avow  it,  fince 
nobody  would  believe  me  were  I to 
deny  it — I (hall  perhaps,  by  this  em- 
ployment, gratify  my  vanity.  Scarcely 
indeed  have  I ever  heard  or  read  the 
introductory  phrafe,  “ I may  fay  without 
•vanity  f but  fome  firiking  and  charaCter- 
ifiic  inftance  of  vanity  has  immediately 
followed.  The  generality  of  men  hate 
vanity  in  others,  however  ftrongly  they 
may  be  tinftured  with  it  themfelves  : 
for  myfelf,  I pay  obeifance  to  it  wherever 
I meet  with  it,  perfuaded  that  it  is  ad- 
vantageous, as  well  to  the  individual 
whom  it  governs,  as  to  thofe  who  are 
within  the  fphere  of  its  influence.  Ot 

confequence,  it  would,  in  many  cafes, 

not 
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not  be  wholly  abfurd,  that  a man  fflould 
count  his  vanity  among  the  other  fweets 
of  life,  and  give  thanks  to  Providence 
for  the  bleffing.  v 

And  here  let  me  with  all  humility 
acknowledge,  that  to'  divine  Providence 

I am  indebted  for  the  felicity  I have 

/ 

hitherto  enjoyed.  It  is  that  power 
alone  which  has  furnifhed  me  with  the 
means  I have  employed,  and  that  has 
crowned  them  with  fuccefs.  My  faith 
in  this  refped  leads  me  to  hope,  though 
I cannot  count  upon  it,  that  the  divine 
goodnefs  will  be  {till  exercifed  towards 
me,  either  by  prolonging  the  duration 
of  my  happinefs  to  the  clofe  of  life,  or 
by  giving  me  fortitude  to  fupport  any 
melancholy  reverfe,  which  may  happen 
to  me,  as  to  fo  many  others.  My  future 
fortune  is  unknown  but  to  him  in  whofe 
hand  is  our  deftiny,  and  who  can  make 
our  very  afflictions  fubfervient  to  our 
benefit.  v 

® 3 
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One  of  my  uncles,  defirous,  like  my- 
felf,  of  colle&ing  anecdotes  of  our  fa- 
mily, gave  me  foine  notes,  from  which 
I have  derived  many  particulars  refpect- 
ing  our  anceftors.  From  thefe  I learn, 
that  they  had  lived  in  the  fame  village 
(Eaton  in  Northamptonfhire),  upon  a 
freehold  of  about  thirty  acres,  for  the 
fpace  at  lead;  of  three  hundred  years. 
How  long  they  had  refided  there  prior 
to  that  period,  my  uncle  had  been  un- 
able to  difcover ; probably  ever  fince 
the  inftitution  of  furnames,  when  they 
took  the  appellation  of  Franklin,  which 
had  formerly  been  the  name  of  a parti- 
cular order  of  individuals*. 

This 

* As  a proof  that  Franklin  was  anciently  the 
common  name  of  an  order  or  rank  in  England,  fee 
Judge  Fortefcue,  Delaudibus  legum  Anglia,  written 
about  the  year  1412,  in  which  is  the  following  paf- 
fage,  to  (hew  that  good  juries  might  cafily  be  form- 
ed in  any  part  of  England  : 

Regio 
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This  petty  eftate  would  not  have  fuf- 
ficed  for  their  fubfiftence,  had  they  not 
added  the  trade  of  blackfmith,  which 

was 

i 

“ Rcgio  etiam  ilia  ita  rcfperfa  refertaque  eft. 

,l  pojfijforibus  terrarum  et  agrorum,  quod  in  ea,  vil- 
“ lula  tam  parva  reperiri  nnn^  poterit,  in  qua  non 
“ eft  miles , armiger,  vel  pat  t'-'amilias,  qualis  ibidem 
*'  franklin  vulgariter  nuncupatur,  magnis  ditatus 
“ poffeflionibus  ; nec  non  libere  tenentes  et  alii  v'a- 
“ leSi  plurimi,  fuis  patrimoniis  fufficicntes  ad  fa- 
“ ciendum  juratum,  in  forma  prasnotata.” 

“ Moreover,  the  fame  country  is  fo  tilled  and  re- 
“ pleniftied  with  landed  menne,  that  therein  fofmall 
“ a tliorpe  cannot  be  found  wherein  dwelleth  not  a 
“ knight,  an  efquire,  or  fuch  a houfeholder  as  is  ^ 
“ there  commonly  called  a franklin,  enriched  with 
“ great  pofieflions  ; and  alfo  other  freeholders  and 
“ many  yeomen,  able  for  tlie.ir  livelihoodes  to  make 
■ ‘ ajuryinform  aforementioned.” 

Old  Translation. 

Chaucer  too  calls  his  country  gentleman  a frank- 
lin, and,  after  deferibing  his  good  houfekeeping,  thus 
charadlerifcs  him  : 

This  worthy  franklin  bore  a purfe  of  filk, 

1'ix’d  to  his  girdle,  white  as  morning  milk. 

B 4 Knight 
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was  perpetuated  in  the  family  down  to 
my  uncle’s  time,  the- eldeft  fon  having 
been  uniformly  brought  up  to  this  em- 
ployment : a cuftom  which  both  he  and 
my  father  obferv  ed  with  refpeft  to  their 
eldeft  fons. 

• y • 

In  the  refearches  I made  at  Eaton,  I 

found  no  account  of  their  births,  mar- 

• *c;*» ' 

ria'ges,  and  deaths,  earlier  than  the  year 
1 555  ; the  parifh  regifter  not  extending 
farther  back  than  that  period.  This 
regifter  informed  me,  that  I was  the 
youngeft:  fon  of  the  youngeft  branch  of 
the  family,  counting  five  generations. 
My  grandfather,  Thomas,  who  was  born 
in  1598,  lived  at  Eaton  till  he  was  too 
old  to  continue  his  trade  ; when  he  re- 
tired to  Banbury  in  Oxfordlhire,  where 
his  fon  John,  who  was  a dyer,  refided, 

Knight  of  the  (hire,  firft  juilice  atth’  afiize, 

To  help  the  poor,  the  doubtful  to  advife. 

In  all  employments,  generous,  juft  he  prov’d, 

Rcnown’d  for  courtefy,  by  all  belov’d. 

and 
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and  with  whom  my  father  was  appren- 
ticed. He  died,  and  was  buried  there  : 
we  faw  his  monument  in  1758.  His 
elded  fon  lived  in  the  family-houfe  at 
Eaton,  wfcich  he  bequeathed,  with  the 
land  belonging  to  it,  to  his  only  daugh- 
ter ; who,  in  concert  with  her  hufband, 
Mr.  Eiflier  of  Wellingborough,  after- 
wards fold  it  to  Mr.  Efted,  the  prefent 
proprietor. 

My  grandfather  had  four  furviving 
fons,  Thomas,  John,  Benjamin,  and  Jo- 
fias.  I fhall  give  you  fuch  particulars 
of  them  as  my  memory  will  furnifh,  not 
having  my  papers  here,  in  which  yon 
will  find  a more  minute  account,  if  they 
are  not  loll  during  my  abfence. 

Thomas  had  learned  the  trade  of  a 
blackfmith  under  his  father  ; but,  poffeff- 
ing  a good  natural  underftanding,  he 
improved  it  by  ftudy,  at  the  folicitation 
of  a gentleman  of  the  name  of  Palmer, 
who  was  at  that  time  the  principal  inha- 
bitant 
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bitant  of  the  village,  and  who  encouraged 
in  like  manner  all  my  uncles  to  culti- 
vate their  minds.  Thomas  thus  rendered 
himfelf  competent  to  the  functions  of  a 
country  attorney  ; foon  became  an  effen- 
tial  perfonage  in  the  affairs  of  the  vil- 
lage ; and  was  one  of  the  chief  movers  of 
every  public  enterprife,  as  well  relative 
to  the  county  as  the  town  of  Northamp- 
ton. A variety  of  remarkable  incidents 
were  told  us  of  him  at  Eaton.  After 
enjoying  the  efteem  and  patronage  of 
Lord  Halifax,  he  died,  January  6,  1702, 
precifely  four  years  before  I was  born. 
The  recital  that  was  made  us  of  his  life 
and  character,  by  fome  aged  perfons  of 
the  village,  ftruck  you,  1 remember,  as 
extraordinary,  from  its  analogy  to  what 
you  knew  of  myfelf.  “ Had  he  died,” 
faid  you,  “ juft  four  years  later,  one 
« might  have  fuppofed  a tranfmigration 
« of  fouls.” 

John,  to  the  beft  of  my  belief,  was 
2 brought 
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brought  up  to  the  trade  of  a wool- 
dyer. 

Benjamin  ferved  his  apprenticefhip  in 
London  to  a iilk-dyer.  He  was  an  in- 
duftrious  man  : I remember  him  well  ; 
for,  while  I was  a child,  he  joined  my 
father  at  Bodon,  and  lived  for  fome 
years  in  the  houfe  with  us.  A particu- 
lar affection  had  always  fubfided  between 
my  father  and  him  ; and  I was  his  god- 
fon.  He  arrived  to  a great  age.  He 
left  behind  him  two  quarto  volumes  of 
poems  in  manufcript,  confiding  of  little 
fugitive  pieces  addreded  to  his  friends. 
He  had  invented  a fhort-hand,  which*" 
he  taught  me  ; but,  having  never  made 
ufe  of  it,  I have  now  forgotten  it.  He 
was  a man  of  piety,  and  a confiant  at- 
tendant on  the  bed  preachers,  whofe 
fermons  he  took  a pleafure  in  writing 
down  according  to  the  expeditory  me- 
thod he  had  devifed.  Many  volumes  ■ 
were  thus  collected  by  him.  He  was 

alfo 
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alfo  extremely  fond  of  politics,  too  much 
fo  perhaps  for  his  fituation.  I lately 
found  in  London  a collection  which 
he  had  made  of  all  the  principal  pam- 
phlets relative  to  public  affairs,  from  the 
year  1641  to  1717.  Many  volumes  are 
wanting,  as  appears  by  the  feries  of 
numbers ; but  there  ftill  remain  eight 
in  folio,  and  twenty-four  in  quarto  and 
odavo.  The  colledion  had  fallen  into 
the  hands  of  a fecond-hand  bookfeller, 
who,  knowing  me  by  having  fold  me 
fome  books,  brought  it  to  me.  My 
uncle,  it  feems,  had  left  it  behind  him 
on  his  departure  for  America,  about 
fifty  years  ago.  I found  various  notes 
of  his  writing  in  the  margins.  His 
grandfon,  Samuel,  is  now  living  at  Bof- 
ton. 

Our  humble  family  had  early  em- 
braced the  Reformation.  They  re- 
mained faithfully  attached  during  the 
reign  of  Queen  Mary,  when  they  were 

in 
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in  danger  of  being  moletted  on  account 
of  their  zeal  againft  Popery.  They  had 
an  Engliffi  Bible  ; and  to  conceal  it  the 
more  fecurely,  they  conceived  the  pro- 
ject of  fattening  it,  open,  with  pack- 
threads acrofs  the  leaves,  on  the  infide 
of  the  lid  of  a clofe-ttool.  When  my 
great  grand-father  wifhed  to  read  to  his 
family,  he  reverfed  the  lid  of  the  clofe- 
ttool  upon  his  knees,  and  palled  the 
leaves  from  one  fide  to  the  other,  which 
were  held  down  on  each  by  the  pack- 
thread. One  of  the  children  was  fta- 
tloned  at  the  door,  to  give  notice  if  he 
faw  the  pro&or  (an  officer  of  the  fpiri- 
tual  court)  make  his  appearance:  in  that 
cafe,  the  lid  was  reftored  to  its  place, 
with  the  Bible  concealed  under  it  as  be- 
fore. I had  this  anecdote  from  my 
uncle  Benjamin. 

The  whole  family  preferved  its  attach- 
ment to  the  Church  of  England  till  to- 
wards the  clofe  of  the  reign  of  Charles  II. 

when 
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when  certain  minifters,  who  had  been 
eje&ed  as  nonconformifts,  having  held 
conventicles  in  Northamptonfhire,  they 
were  joined  by  Benjamin  and  Jofias,  who 
adhered  to  them  ever  after.  The  reft 
of  the  family  continued  in  the  epifcopal 
church. 

My  father,  Jofias,  married  early  in  life. 
He  went,  with  his  wife  and  three  chil- 
dren, to  New  England,  about  the’  year 
1682.  Conventicles  being  at  that  time 
prohibited  by  law,  and  frequently  dif- 
turbed,  fome  confiderable  perfons  of  his 
acquaintance  determined  to  go  to  Ame- 
rica, where  they  hoped  to  enjoy  the  free 
exercife  of  their  religion,  and  my  father 
was  prevailed  on  to  accompany  them. 

My  father  had  alfo  by  the  fame  wife 
four  children  born  in  America,  and  ten 
others  by  a fecond  wife,  making  in  all 
feventeen.  I remember  to  have  feen 
thirteen  feated  together  at  his  table,  who 
all  arrived  to  years  of  maturity,  and  were 

married. 
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married.  I was  the  lad  of  the  fons, 
and  the  youngeft  child,  excepting  two 
daughters.  I was  born  at  Bolton  in 
New  England.  My  mother,  the  fecond 
wife,  was  Abiah  Folger,  daughter  of 
Peter  Folger,  one  of  the  ftrft  colonifts  of 
New  England,  of  whom  Cotton  Mather 
makes  honourable  mention,  in  his  Ec- 
clefialtical  Hiltory  of  that  province,  as 
“ a pious  and  learned  Englijhman,”  if  I 
rightly  recoiled;  his  exprellions.  I have 
been  told  of  his  having  written  a variety 
of  little  pieces  ; but  there  appears. to  be 
only  one  in  print,  which  I met  with  many 
years  ago.  It  was  publifhed  in  the  year 
1 675,  and  is  in  familiar  verfe,  agreeably 
to  the  tafte  of  the  times  and  the  country. 
The  author  addreffes  himfelf  to  the  go- 
vernors for  the  time  being,  fpeaks  for  li- 
berty of  confcience,  and  in  favour  of  the 
Anabaptills, Quakers,  and  other  fedaries, 
who  had  fufFered  perfecution.  To  this 
perfecution  he  attributes  the  wars  with 

the 
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the  natives,  and  other  calamities  which 
afflicted  the  country,  regarding  them  as 
the  judgments  of  God  in  punilhment 
of  fo  odious  an  offence  ; and  he  exhorts 
the  government  to  the  repeal  of  laws  fo 
contrary  to  charity.  The  poem  appear- 
ed to  be  written  with  a manly  freedom, 
and  a pleafing  fimplicity.  I recollect 
the  fix  concluding  lines,  though  I have 
forgotten  the  order  of  words  of  the  two 
fir  ft ; the  fenfe  of  which  was,  that  his 
cenfures  were  di&ated  by  benevolence, 
and  that,  of  confequence,  he  wilhed  to 
be  known  as  the  author  ; becaufe,  faid 
he,  I hate  from  my  very  foul  diflimu- 
lation  : 

From  Sherburne*,  where  1 dwell, 

I therefore  put  my  name, 

Your  friend,  who  means  you  ■well, 

Peter  Folger. 

* Town  in  the  IHand  of  Nantucket. 
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My  brothers  were  all  put  apprentice 
to  different  trades.  With  refpedt  to 
myfelf  j I was  fent,  at  the  age  of  eight 
years,  to  a grammar  fchool.  My  father 
deftined  me  for  the  church,  and  already 
regarded  me  as  the  chaplain  of  the  fa- 
mily. The  promptitude  with  which 
from  my.  infancy  I had  learned  to  read 
(for  I do  not  remember  to  have  been  ever 
without  this  acquirement),  and  the  en- 
couragement of  his  friends,  who  affured 
him  that  Lfhould  one  day  certainly  be- 
come a man  of  letters,  confirmed  him  in 
this  defign.  My  uncle  Benjamin  ap- 
proved alfo  of  the  fcheme,  and  proinifed 
to  give  me  all  his  volumes  of  Sermons*, 
written,  as  I have  faid,  in  the  fhort-hand 
of  his  invention,  if  I would  take  the 
pains  to  learn  it. 

I remained,  however,  fcarcely  a year 
at  the  grammar  fchool,  although  in  this 
fliort  interval  I had  rifen  from  the  mid- 
dle to  the  head  of  my  clafs,  from  thence 
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to  the  clafs  immediately  above,  and  was 
to  pafs,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  to  the 
one  next  in  order.  But  my  father,  bur- 
thened  with  a numerous  family,  found 
that  he  was  incapable,  without  fubjefting 
himfelf  to  difficulties,  of  providing  for 
the  expence  of  a collegiate  education  ; 
and  confidering  befides,  as  I heard  him 
fay  to  his  friends,  that  perfons  fo  edu- 
cated were  often  poorly  provided  for, 
he  renounced  his  firft  intentions,  took 
me  from  the  grammar  fchool,  and  fent 
me  to  a fchool  for  writing  and  arith- 
metic, kept  by  a Mr.  George  Brownwel, 
who  was  a fkilful  mafler,  and  fucceeded 
very  well  in  his  profeflion  by  employing 
gentle  means  only,  and  fuch  as  were 
calculated  to  encourage  his  fcholars. 
Under  him  I foon  acquired  an  excellent 
hand  ; but  1 failed  in  arithmetic,  and 
made  therein  no  fort  of  progrefs. 

At  ten  years  of  age,  I was  called  home 
to  affifl  my  father  in  his  occupation, 

which 
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which  was  that  of  foap-boiler  and  tallow- 
chandler  ; a bufmefs  to  which  he  had 
ferved  no  apprenticelhip,  but  which  he 
embraced  on  his  arrival  in  New  Eng- 
land, becaufe  he  found  his  own,  that 
of  a dyer,  in  too  little  requeft  to  enable 
him  to  maintain  his  family.  I was  ac- 
cordingly employed  in  cutting  the  wicks, 
filling  the  moulds,  taking  care  of  the 
fhop,  carrying  mefiages,  &c. 

This  bufinefs  difpleafed  me,  and  I felt 
a ftrong  inclination  for  a fea  life ; but 
my  father  fet  his  face  againft  it.  The 
vicinity  of  the  water,  however,  gave  me 
frequent  opportunities  of  venturing  my- 
felf  both  upon  and  within  it,  and  I foon 
acquired  the  art  of  fwimming,  and  of  ma- 
naging a boat.  When  embarked  with 
other  children,  the  helm  was  commonly 
deputed  to  me,  particularly  on  difficult 
occafions ; and,  in  every  other  project,  I 
was  almoft  always  the  leader  of  the  troop, 
whom  I fometiines  involved  in  embar- 
C 2 raffments. 
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raffments.  I fliall  give  an  inflance  of 
this,  which  demonftrates  an  early  difpo- 
fition  of  mind  for  public  enterprifes, 
though  the  one  in  cfueftion  was  not  con- 
ducted by  juftice. 

The  mill-pond  was  terminated  on  one 
fide  by  a marfh,  upon  the  borders 
of  which  we  were  accuftomed  to  take 
our  Hand,  at  high  water,  to  angle  for 
fmall  filh.  By  dint  of  walking,  we  had 
converted  the  place  into  a perfeft  quag- 
mire. My  propofal  was  to  ere£t  a wharf 
that  fiiould  afford  us  firm  footing ; and 
I pointed  out  to  my  companions  a large 
heap  of  ftones,  intended  for  the  building 
a new  houfe  near  the  marfh,  and  which 
were  well  adapted  for  our  purpofe.  Ac- 
cordingly, when  the  workmen  retired  in 
the  evening,  I affembled  a number  of 
my  playfellows,  and  by  labouring  dili- 
gently, like  ants,  fometimes  four  of  us 
uniting  our  ftrength  to  carry  a fingle 

Hone,  we  removed  them  all,  and  con- 
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ftru&ed  our  liitLe  quay.  The  workmen 
were  furprifed  the  next  morning  at  not 
finding  their  ftones,  which  had  been  con- 
veyed to  our  wharf.  Inquiries  were 
made  refpetting  the  authors  of  this  con- 
veyance ; we  were  difeovered ; com- 
plaints were  exhibited  again!!  us ; many 
of  us  underwent  corre&ion  on  the  part 
of  our  parents;  and  though  I Itrenuoufly 
defended  the  utility  of  the  work,  my 
father  at  length  convinced  me,  that 
nothing  which  was  not  ftri&ly  honeft 
could  be  ufeful. 

It  will  not,  perhaps,  be  uninterefting 
to  you  to  know  what  fort  of  a man 
my  father  was.  He  had  an  excellent 
conftitution,  was  of  a middle  fize,  but 
well  made  and  flrong,  and  extremely 
aftive  in  whatever  he  undertook.  He 
defigned  with  a degree  of  neatnefs,  and 
knew  a little  of  mufic.  His  voice  was 
C 3 fonorous 
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fonorous  and  agreeable  ; fo  that  when 
he  fang  a pfalm  or  hymn,  with  the  ac- 
companiment of,  his  violin,  as.  was  his 
frequent  praftice  in  an  evening,  when 
the  labours  of  the  day  were  finiflied,  it 
was  truly  delightful  to  hear  him.  He 
was  verfed  alfo  in  mechanics,  and  could 
upon  occahon  ufe  the  tools  of  a variety 
of  trades.  But  his  greateft  excellence 
was  a found  underftanding  and  folid 
judgment,  in  matters  of  prudence,  both 
in  public  and  private  life.  In  the  for- 
mer indeed  he  never  engaged,  becaufe 
his  numerous  family,  and  the  mediocrity 
of  his  fortune,  kept  him  unremittingly 
employed  in  the  duties  of  his  profeflion. 
But  1 very  well  remember,  that  the  lead- 
ing men  of  the  place  ufed  frequently  to 
come  and  aft  his  advice  refpe&ing  af- 
fairs of  the  town,  or  of  the  church  to 
which  he  belonged  ; and  that  they 

paid  much  deference  to  his  opinion. 
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Individuals  were  alfo  in  the  habit  of 
confulting  him  in  their  private  aflairs, 
and  he  was  often  chofen  arbiter  between 
contending  parties. 

He  was  fond  of  having  at  his  table, 
as  often  as  poflible,  forne  friends  or  well- 
informed  neighbours  capable  of  rational 
converfation,  and  he  was  always  careful 
to  introduce  ufeful  or  ingenious  topics 
of  difcourfe,  which  might  tend  to  form 
the  minds'  of  his  children.  By  this 
means  he  early  attracted  our  attention  to 
what  was  juft,  prudent,  and  beneficial  in 
the  conduct  of  life.  He  never  talked 
of  the  meats  which  appeared  upon  the 
table,  never  difcuffed  whether  they  were 
well  or  ill  dreffed,  of  a good  or  bad  fla- 
vour, high-feafoned  or  otherwife,  prefer- 
able or  inferior  to  this  or  that  difh  of  a 
fimilar  kind.  Thus  accuftomed,  from 
my  infancy,  to  the  utmofl  inattention  as 
to  thefe  objects,  I have  always  been  per- 
fectly regardlefs  of  what  kind  of  food 
C 4 was 
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was  before  me ; and  I pay  fo  little  at- 
tention to  it  even  now,  that  it  would  be 
a hard  matter  for  me  to  recoiled,  a few 
hours  after  I had  dined,  of  what  my 
dinner  had  confided.  When  travelling, 
I have  particularly  experienced  the  ad- 
vantage of  this  habit ; for  it  has  often 
happened  to  me  to  be  in  company  with 
perfons,  who,  having  a more  delicate, 
becaufe  a more  exercifed  fade,  have  dif- 
fered in  many  cafes  confiderable  incon- 
venience ■,  while,  as  to  myfelf,  I have  had 
nothing  to  defire. 

My  mother  was  likewife  poffeffed  of 
an  excellent  conditution.  She  fuckled 
all  her  ten  children,  and  I never  heard 
either  her  or  my  father  complain  of  any 
other  diforder  than  that  of  which  they 
died : my  father  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
feven,  and  my  mother  at  eighty-five. 
They  are  buried  together  at  Bodon, 
where,  a few  years  ago,  1 placed  a marble 
over  their  grave,  with  this  infcription  : 

if  Here 
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££  Here  lie 

££  Josias  Franklin  andABiAH hiswife: 
<£  They  lived  together  with  reciprocal 
££  affe&ion  for  fifty-nine  years ; and 
££  without  private  fortune,  without  lucra- 
(( tive  employment,  by  affiduous  labour 
££  and  honefl  induftry,  decently  fupport- 
££  ed  a numerous  family,  and  educated,, 
££  with  fuccefs,  thirteen  children,  and 
££  feven  grand- children.  Let  this  ex- 
f£  ample,  reader,  encourage  thee  dili- 
££  gently  to  difcharge  the  duties  of  thy 
£C  calling,  and  to  rely  on  the  fupport  of 
f£  divine  Providence. 

££  He  was  pious  and  prudent, 

££  She  dil'creet  and  virtuous. 

££  Their  youngell  fon,  from  a fentiment 
t£  of  filial  duty,  confecrates  this  ftone 
“ To  their  memory.’* 

r ^ 

I perceive,  by  my  rambling  digref- 
, fions,  that  I am  growing  old.  But  we 
do  not  drefs  for  a private  company  as  for 

a formal 
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a formal  ball.  This  deferves  perhaps  the 
name  of  negligence. 

To  return.  .1  thus  continued  em- 
ployed in  my  father’s  trade  for  the  fpace 
of  two  years  : that  is  to  fay,  till  I ar- 
rived at  twelve  years  of  age.  About 
this  time  my  brother  John,  who  had 
ferved  his  apprenticeff.ip  in  London, 
having  quitted  my  father,  and  being 
married  and  fettled  in  bufinefs  on  his 
own  account  at  Rhode  Ifland,  I was 
deftined,  to  all  appearance,  to  fupply  his 
place,  and  be  a candle-maker  all  my 
life  ; but,  my  diflike  of  this  occupation 
continuing,  my  father  was  apprehenfive, 
that,  if  a more  agreeable  one  were  not 
offered  me,  I might  play  the  truant,  and 
efcape  to  fea  ; as,  to  his  extreme  morti- 
fication, my  brother  Jofias  had  done. 
He  therefore  took  me  fometimes  to  fee 
mafons,  coopers,  braziers,  joiners,  and 
other  mechanics,  employed  at  their  work; 
in  order  to  difcover  the  bent  of  my  in- 
■ clination, 
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clination,  and  fix  if,  if  he  could,  upon 
fome  occupation  that  might  retain  me 
on  fhore.  I have  fince,  in  confequence 
of  thtfe  vifits,  derived  no  fmall  pleafure 
from  feeing  fkiifui  workmen  handle  their 
tools ; and  it  has  proved  of  conliderable 
benefit  to  have  acquired  thereby  fuffi- 
cient  knowledge  to  be  able  to  make 
little  things  for  myfelf,  when  I have  had 
no  mechanic  at  hand,  and  to  conflrubt 
fmall  machines  for  my  experiments, 
while  the  idea  I have  conceived  has 
been  frefh  and  fhongly  impreued  on  my 
imagination. 

My  father  at  length  decided  that  I 
fhould  be  a cutler,  and  I was  placed  for 
fome  days  upon  trial  with  my  coufin  Sa- 
muel, fon  of  my  uncle  Benjamin,  who 
had  learned  this  trade  in  London,  and 
had  eflablifhed  himfelf  at  Boflon.  But 
the  premium  he  required  for  my  ap- 
prenticefhip  difpleafing  my  father,  I was 
recalled  home. 


From 
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From  my  earlied  years  I had  been 
paffionately  fond  of  reading,  and  I laid 
out  in  books  all  the  little  money  1 could 
procure.  1 was  particularly  pleafed  with 
accounts  of  voyages.  My  fir  ft  acqui- 
sition was  Bunyan’s  collection  in  fmall 
feparate  volumes.  Thefe  I afterwards  ' 
fold  in  order  to  buy  a hidorical  col- 
lection by  R.  Burton,  which  confided  of 
fmall  cheap  volumes,  amounting  in  all 
to  about  forty  or  fifty.  My  father’s 
little  library  was  principally  made  up  of 
books  of  practical  and  polemical  theo- 
logy* I read  the  greateft  part  of  them. 

I have  fince  often  regretted,  that  at  a 
time  when  I had  fo  great  a third  for 
knowledge,  more  eligible  books  had  not 
fallen  into  my  hands,  as  it  was  then  a 
point  decided  that  I fhould  not  be  edu- 
cated for  the  church.  There  was  alfo 
among  my  father’s  books  Plutarch’s 
Lives,  in  which  I read  continually;  and 
J dill  regard  as  advantageoufly  employ- 
4 ed 
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ed  the  time  I devoted  to  them.  I found 
befides  a work  of  De  Foe’s,  entitled.  An 
Efiay  on  Projeds,  from  which,  perhaps, 
I derived  impreffions  that  have  fince  in- 
fluenced fome  of  the  principal  events  of 
my  life. 

My  inclination  for  books  at  Iaft  deter- 
mined my  father  to  make  me  a printer, 
though  he  had  already  a fon  in  that  pro- 
feffion.  My  brother  had  returned  from 
England  in  1 7 1 7,  with  a prefs  and  types, 
in  order  to  eltablifh  a printing-houfe  at 
Bofton.  This  bufinefs  pleafed  me  much 
better  than  that  of  my  father,  though  I 
had  ftill  a prediledion  for  the  fea.  To 
prevent  the  efFeds  which  might  refult 
from  this  inclination,  my  father  was  im- 
patient to  fee  me  engaged  with  my  bro- 
ther. 1 held  back  for  fome  time;  at 
length  however  I fuffered  myfelf  to  be 
perfuaded,  and  figned  my  indentures, 
being  then  only  twelve  years  of  age.  It 
was  agreed  that  I fhould  ferve  as  ap- 
prentice 
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prentice  to  the  age  of  twenty-one,  and 
fhould  receive  journeyman’s  wages  only 
during  the  laft  year. 

In  a very  fliort  time  I made  great 
proficiency  in  this  bufinefs,  and  became 
very  ferviceable  to  my  brother.  I had 
now  an  opportunity  of  procuring  better 
books.  The  acquaintance  I necefiarily 
formed  with  bookfellers’  apprentices, 
enabled  me  to  borrow  a volume  now 
and  then,  w'hich  I never  failed  to  return 
punctually  and  without  injury.  How 
often  has  it  happened  to  me  to  pafs  the 
greater  part  of  the  night  in  reading  by 
my  bed-fide,  when  the  book,  had  been 
lent  me  in  the  evening,  and  was  to  be 
returned  the  next  morning,  left  it  might 
be  miffed  or  wanted ! 

At  length  Mr.  Matthew  Adams,  an 
ingenious  tradefman,  who  had  a hand- 
fome  collection  of  books,  and  who  fre- 
quented our  printing-houfe,  took  notice 
of  me.  He  invited  me  to  fee  his  library, 

and 
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and  had  the  goodnefs  to  lend  me  any 
books  I was  defirous  of  reading.  I 
then  took  a ftrange  fancy  for  poetry, 
and  compofed  feveral  little  pieces.  My 
brother,  thinking  he  might  find  his  ac- 
count in  it,  encouraged  me,  and  engaged 
me  to  write  two  ballads.  One,  called 
the  Light-houfe  Tragedy,  contained  an 
account  of  the  fhipwreck  of  captain 
Worthilake  and  his  two  daughters  ; the 
other  was  a bailor’s  fong  on  the  capture 
of  the  noted  pirate  called  Teach , or 
Black-beard.  They  were  wretched  verfes 
in  point  of  fiyle,  mere  blind-men’s  dit- 
ties When  printed,  he  difpatched  me 
about  die  town  to  fell  them,  The  firfl 
had  a prodigious  run,  becaufe  the  event 
was  recent,  and  had  made  a great  noife. 

My  vanity  was  flattered  by  this  fuc- 
cefs  ; but  my  father  checked  my  exul- 
tation, by  ridiculing  my  productions, and 
telling  me  that  verfifiers  were  always 
poor.  . 1 thus  efcaped  the  misfortune  of 

being, 
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being,  probably,  a very  wretched  poet. 
But  as  the  faculty  of  writing  profe  has 
been  of  great  fervice  to  me  in  the  courfe 
of  my  life,  and  principally  contributed 
to  my  advancement,  1 (hall  relate  by 
what  means,  fituated  as  I was,  I acquired 
the  fmall  fkill  I may  poffefs  in  that  way. 

There  was  in  the  town  another  young 
man,  a great  lover  of  books,  of  the  name 
of  John  Collins,  with  whom  I was  inti- 
mately conne&ed.  We  frequently  en- 
gaged in  difpute,  and  were  indeed  fo 
fond  of  argumentation,  that  nothing  was 
fo  agreeable  to  us  as  a war  of  words. 
This  contentious  temper,  I would  ob- 
ferve  by  the  by,  is  in  danger  of  becom- 
ing a very  bad  habit,  and  frequently 
lenders  a man’s  company  in fuppor table, 
as  being  no  otherwife  capable  of  indul- 
gence than  by  indifcriminate  contradic- 
tion. Independently  of  the  acrimony 
and  difcord  it  introduces  into  convcr- 
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jfation, . it  is  often  produ&ive  of  diflike, 
and  even  hatred,  between  perfons  to 
whom  friendfhip  is  indifpenfably  necef- 
fary.  I acquired  it  by  reading,  while  I 
lived  with  my  father,  books  of  religious 
controverfy.  I have  fince  remarked, 
that  men  of  fenfe  feldom  fall  into  this 
error  ; lawyers,  fellows  of  univerfities, 
and  perfons  of  every  profeflion  educated 
at  Edinburgh,  excepted. 

Collins  and  I fell  one  day  into  an  ar- 
gument relative  to  the  education  of  wo- 
men ; namely,  whether  it  were  proper  to 
inftrutt  them  in  the  fciences,  and  whe- 
ther they  were  competent  to  the  ftudy. 
Collins  fupported  the  negative,  and  af- 
firmed that  the  talk  was  beyond  their 
capacity.  I maintained  the  oppofite 
opinion,  a little  perhaps  for  the  pleafure 
of  difputing.  He  was  naturally  more 
eloquent  than  1 ; words  flowed  copioufly 
from  his  lips ; and  frequently  1 thought 
myfelf  vanquished  more  by  his  volu- 
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bility  than  by  the  force  of  his  argu*" 
ments.  We  feparated  without  coming 
to  an  agreement  upon  this  point  ; and  as 
we  were  not  to  fee  each  other  again  for 
fome  time,  I committed  my  thoughts  to 
paper,  made  a fair  copy,  and  fent  it 
him.  He  anfwered,  and  1 replied. 
Three  or  four  letters  had  been  written 
by  each,  when  my  father  chanced  to 
light  upon  my  papers  and  read  them. 
Without  entering  into  the  merits  of  the 
caufe,  he  embraced  the  opportunity  of 
fpeaking  to  me  upon  my  manner  of 
writing.  He  obferved,  that,  though  I 
had  the  advantage  of  my  adverfary  in 
corredt  fpelling  and  pointing,  which  I 
owed  to  my  occupation,  I was  greatly 
his  inferior  in  elegance  of  expreflion,  in 
arrangement,  and  perfpicuity.  Of  this 
he  convinced  me  by  feveral  examples. 
I felt  the  jultice  of  his  remarks,  became 
more  attentive  to  language,  and  refolved 
to  make  every  effort  to  improve  my  ftyle. 

Amidft 
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.Amidft  thefe  refolves  an  odd  volume 
of  the  Spectator  fell  into  my  hands; 
This  was  a publication  I.  had. never  feen. 
I bought  the  volume,  and  read  it  again 
and  again.  I was  enchanted  with  it, 
thought  the  ftyle  excellent,  and  wifhed 
it  were  in  my  power  to  imitate  it.  With 
this  view  I feleCted  fome  of  the  papers, 
made  fhort  fummaries  of  the  fenfe  of 
each  period,  and  put  them  for  a few  days 
abide.  I then,  without  looking  at  the' 
book,  endeavoured  to  reltore  the  eflays 
to  their  true  form,  and  to  exprefs  each 
thought  at  length,  as  it  was  in  the  origi- 
nal, employing  the  mod  appropriate 
"Words  that  occurred  to  my  blind.  I af- 
terwards compared  my  Spectator  with 
the  original  i 1 perceived  fome  faults, 
which  I corrected  : but  I found  that  I 
wanted  a fund  of  words  $ if  I may  fo 
exprefs  myfelf,  and  a facility  of  recol- 
lecting and  employing  them,  which  I 
thought  I fhould  by  that  time  have  ac- 
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quired,  had  I continued  to  make  verfes. 
The  continual  need  of  words  of  the 
fame  meaning,  but  of  different  lengths 
for  the  meafure  or  of  different  founds 
for  the  rhyme,  would  have  obliged  me 
to  feek  for  a variety  of  fynonymes,  and 
have  rendered  me  mailer  of  them. 
From  this  belief,  I took  fome  of  the  tales 
of  the  Spectator  and  turned  them  into 
verfe ; and  after  a time,  when  I had  fuf- 
ficiently  forgotten  them,  I again  con- 
verted them  into  profe. 

Sometimes  alfo  I mingled  all  my  fum- 
maries  together  ; and,  a few  weeks  after, 
endeavoured  to  arrange  them  in  the  bell 
order,  before  I attempted  to  form  the 
periods  and  complete  the  effays.  This 
I did  with  a view  of  acquiring  method 
in  the  arrangement  of  my  thoughts. 
On  comparing  afterwards  my  perform- 
ance with  the  original,  many  faults  were 
apparent,  which  I corrected  ; but  I had 
fometimes  the  fatisfadlion  to  think,  that, 
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in  certain  particulars  of  little  importance, 

I had  been  fortunate  enough  to  improve 
the  order  of  thought  or  the  ftyle ; and 
this  encouraged  me  to  hope  that  I fhould 
fucceed,  in  time,  in  writing  decently  in 
the  Englifh  language,  which  was  one  of 
the  great  obje&s  of  my  ambition. 

The  time  which  I devoted  to  thefe 
exercifes,  and  to  reading,  was  the  even- 
ing after  my  day’s  labour  was  finilhed, 
the  morning  before  it  began,  and  Sun- 
days when  I could  efcape  attending  di- 
vine fervice.  While  I lived  with  my 
father,  he  had  infilled  on  my  punctual 
attendance  on  public  worlhip,  and  I Hill 
indeed  confidered  it  as  a duty,  but  a 
duty  which  I thought  I had  no  time  to 
pra&ife. 

When  about  fixteen  years  of  age,  a 
work  of  Tryon  fell  into  my  hands,  in 
which  he  recommends  vegetable  diet. 
I determined  to  obferve  it.  My  brother, 
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being  a bachelor,  did  not  keep  houfe8 
but  boarded  with  his  apprentices  in  a 
neighbouring  family.  My  refufmg  to 
eat  animal  food  was  found  inconvenient, 
and  I was  often  fcolded  for  ,my  fingu-' 
larity.  I attended  to  the  made  in  which 
Tryon  prepared  fome  of  his  difhes,  par- 
ticularly how  to  boil  potatoes  and  rice, 
and  make  hafty  puddings.  I then  faid 
to  my  brother,  that  if  he  would  allow 
me  per  week  half  what  he  paid  for  my 
board,  1 would  undertake  to  maintain 
myfelf.  The  offer  was  inftantly  em- 
braced, and  1 foon  found  that  of  what  he 
gave  me  I was  able  to  fave  half.  This 
was  a new  fund  for  the  purchafe  of 
books ; and  other  advantages  refulted 
to  me  from  the  plan.  When  my  brother 
and  his  workmen  left  the  printing-houfe 
to  go  to  dinner,  I remained  behind ; 
and  difpatching  my  frugal  meal,  which 
frequently  confided  of  a bifcuit  only, 
or  a dice  of  bread  and  a bunch  of  raifins, 

or 


DR.  FRANKLIN. 


39 

or  a bun  from  the  paftrycook’s,  with  a 
glafs  of  water,  I had  the  reft  of  the  time, 
till  their  return,  for  ftudy  ; and.  my  pro- 
grefs  therein  was  proportioned  to  that 
clearnefs  of  ideas,  and  quicknefs  of  con- 
ception, which  are  the  fruit  of  temper- 
ance in  eating  and  drinking. 


It  was  about  this  period  that,  having 
one  day  been  put  to  the  blulh  for  my 
ignorance  in  the  art  of  calculation,  which 
I had  twice  failed  to  learn  while  at  fchool, 
I took  Cocker’s  Treatife  of  Arithmetic, 
and  went  through  it  by  myfelf  with  the 
utmoft  eafe.  I alfo  read  a book  of  Na- 
vigation by  Seller  and  Sturmy,  and 
made  myfelf  mailer  of  the  little  geome- 
try it  contains,  but  I never  proceeded  far 
in  this  fcience.  Nearly  at  the  fame  time 
I read  Locke  on  the  Human  Under- 
ftanding,  and  the  Art  of  Thinking  by 
Meffrs.  du  Port  Royal. 
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While  labouring  to  form  and  improve 
my  ftyle,  I met  with  an  Englilh  gram- 
mar,  which  I believe  was  Greenwood’s, 
having  at  the  end  of  it  two  little  effays 
on  rhetoric  and  logic.  In  the  latter  I 
found  a model  of  difputation  after  the 
manner  of  Socrates.  Shortly  after  I 
procured  Xenophon’s  work,  entitled, 
Memorable  Things  of  Socrates,  in  which 
are  various  examples  of  the  fame  me- 
thod. Charmed  to  a degree  of  enthu- 
fiafm  with  this  mode  of  difputing,  I 
adopted  it ; and,  renouncing  blunt  con- 
tradiction and  direCt  and  pofitive  argu- 
ment, I affumed  the  character  of  a hum- 
ble queltioner.  The  perufal  of  Shaftf- 
bury  and  Collins  had  made  me  a fceptic  ; 
and  being  previoufly  fo  as  to  many  doc- 
trines of  Chrillianity,  I found  Socrates’s 
method  to  be  both  the  fafeft  for  myfelf, 
as  well  as  the  molt  embarrafling  to  thofe 
againlt  whom  1 employed  it.  It  foon 
afforded  me  Angular  pleafure ; I incef- 
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fantly  pra&ifed  it  ; and  became  very 
adroit  in  obtaining,  even  from  perfons 
of  fuperior  underftanding,  conceffions  of 
which  they  did  not  forefee  the  confe- 
quences.  Thus  I involved  them  in  diffi- 
culties from  which  they  were  unable  to 
extricate  themfelves,  and  fometimes  ob- 
tained victories  which  neither  my  caufe 
nor  my  arguments  merited.  - 
This  method  1 continued  to  employ 
for  fome  years  ; but  I afterwards  aban- 
doned it  by  degrees,  retaining  only  the 
habit  of  exprefiing  rnyfelf  with  modeft 
diffidence,  and  never  making  ufe,  when 
I advanced  any  propofition  which  might 
be  controverted,  of  the  words  certainly , 
undoubtedly , or  any  others  that  might 
give  the  appearance  of  being  obflinately 
attached  to  my  opinion.  I rather  faid, 
I imagine,  I fuppofe,  or  It  appears  to 
me,  that  fuch  a thing  is  fo  or  fo,  for 
fuch  and  fuch  reafons ; or  It  is  fo,  if  I 
am  not  mistaken.  This  habit  has,  I 
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think,  been  of  confiderable  advantage  to 
me,  when  I have  had  occafion  to  iinprefs 
my  opinion  on  the  minds  of  others,  and 
perfuade  them  to  the  adoption  of  the 
meafures  I have  fnggefled.  And  fince 
the  chief  ends  of  converfation  are,  to 
inform  or  to  be  informed,  to  pleafe  or  to 
perfuade,  I could  wifti  that  intelligent 
and  well-meaning  men  would  not  them- 
felves  diminilh  the  power  they  polfefs  of 
being  ufeful,  by  a pofitive  and  pre- 
fumptuous  manner  of  expreffing  thern- 
felves,  which  fcarcely  ever  fails  to  difgult 
the  hearer,  and  is  only  calculated  to  ex- 
cite oppofition,  and  defeat  every  purpofe 
for  which  the  faculty  of  fpeech  has  been 
bellowed  upon  man.  In  Ihort,  if  you 
wilh  to  inform,  a pofitive  and  dogmati- 
cal manner  of  advancing  your  opinion 
may  provoke  contradiction,  and  pi  event 
your  being  heard  with  attention.  On 
the  other  hand,  if,  with  a defire  of  be- 
ing informed,  and  of  benefiting  by  the 
„ knowledge 


DR.  FRANKLIN. 


43 

knowledge  of  others,  you  exprefs  your- 
felves  as  being  flrongly  attached  to  your 
own  opinions,  modefl  and  fenfible  men, 
who  do  not  love  deputation,  will  leave 
you  in  tranquil  polfeffion  of  your  errors. 
By  following  fuch  a method,  you  can 
rarely  hope  to  pleafe  your  auditors,  con- 
ciliate their  good-will,'  or  work  convic- 
tion on'thofe  whom  you  may  be  defirous 
of  gaining  over  to  your  views.  Pope 

judicioufly  obferves, 

\ 

JVIen  mutt  be  taught  as  if  you  taught  them  not, 
And  things  unknown  propos’d  as  things  forgot. 

And  in  the  fame  poem  he  afterwards 
advifes  us 

To  fpeak,  though  fure,  with  feeming  diffidence. 

He  might  have  added  to  thefe  lines,  one 
that  he  has  coupled  elfewhere,  in  my 
opinion,  with  lefs  propriety.  It  is  this  : 

For  want  of  decency  is  want  of  fenfe. 
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Jf  you  afk  why  I fay  with  lefs  propriety , 
I rauft  give  you  the  two  lines  together  : 

Immodeft  words  admit  of  no  defence , 

For  want  of  decency  is  want  of  fenfe. 

Now  want  of  fenfe,  when  a man  has  the 
misfortune  to  be  fo  circumftanced,  is  it 
not  a kind  of  excufe  for  want  of  mo- 
defly  ? And  would  not  the  verfes  have 
been  more  accurate,  if  they  had  been 
conftructed  thus  : 

Immodeft  words  admit  but  this  defence. 

That  want  of  decency  is  want  of  fenfe. 

But  1 leave  the  decifion  of  this  to  better 
judges  than  myfelf. 

In  1720,  or  1721,  my  brother  began 
to  print  a new  public  paper.  It  was  the 
fecond  that  made  its  appearance  in 
America,  and  was  entitled  the  New  Ln^- 
land  Courant.  The  only  one  that  ex- 
ited before  was  the  Bojlon  News  Letter. 

Some  of  his  friends,  I remember,  would 

have 
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have  diffuaded  him  from  this  undertak- 
ing, as  a thing  that  was  not  likely  to 
fucceed ; a fingle  newfpaper  being,  in 
their  opinion,  fufficient  for  all  America. 
At  prefent,  however,  in  1771,  there  are 
no  lefs  than  twenty-five.  But  he  carried 
his  project  into  execution,  and  I v^as 
employed  in  diftributing  the  copies  to 
his  cuftomers,  after  having  aflifted  in 
compofing  and  working  them  off. 

Among  his  friends  he  had  a number 
of  literary  characters,  who,  as  an  amufe- 
ment,  wrote  fhort  effays  for  the  paper, 
which  gave  it  reputation  and  increafed 
its  fale.  Thefe  gentlemen  frequently 
came  to  our  houfe.  I heard  the  con- 
verfation  that  paffed,  and  the  accounts 
they  gave  of  the  favourable  reception  of 
their  writings  wdth  the  public.  I was 
tempted  to  try  my  hand  among  them  \ 
but,  being  dill  a child  as  it  were,  I was 
fearful  that  my  brother  might  be  un- 
willing to  print  in  his  paper  any  per- 
formance 
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formance  of  which  he  fhould  know  nif? 
to  be  the  author.  I therefore  contrived 
to  difguife  my  hand;  and,  having  written 
an  anonymous  piece,  I placed  it  at  night 
under  the  door  of  the  printing-houfe, 
where  it  was  found  the  next  morning. 
My  brother  communicated  it  to  his 
friends,  when  they  came  as  ufual  to  fee 
him,  who  read  it,  commented  upon  it 
within  my  hearing,  and  I had  the  exqui- 
fite  pleafure  to  find  that  it  met  with  their 
approbation,  and  that,  in  the  various 
conjectures  they  made  refpefting  the  au- 
thor, no  one  was  mentioned  who  did  not 
enjoy  a high  reputation  in  the  country 
for  talents  and  genius.  I now  fuppofed 
myfelf  fortunate  in  my  judges,  and  be- 
gan to  fufpect  that  they  were  not  fuch 
excellent  writers  as  I had  hitherto  fup- 
pofed them.  Be  that  as  it  may,  encou- 
raged by  this  little  adventure,  I wrote 
and  fent  to  the  prefs,  in  the  fame  way,* 
many  other  pieces,  which  were  equally 
7 approved ; 
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approved  ; keeping  the  fecret  till  my 
llender  (lock  of  information  and  know- 
ledge for  fuch  performances  was  pretty 
completely  exhaufted,  when  I made  my- 
felf  known. 

My  brother,  upon  this  difcovery,  be- 
gan to  entertain  a little  more  refpedt  for 
me;  but  he  (till  regarded  himfelf  as  my 
mailer,  and  treated  me  like  an  appren- 
tice. He  thought  himfelf  entitled  to  the 
fame  fervices  from  me  as  from  any  other 
perfon.  On  the  contrary,  I conceived 
that,  in  many  inliances,  he  was  too  ri- 
gorous, and  that,  on  the  part  of  a bro- 
ther, I had  a right  to  expert  greater 
indulgence.  Our  difputes  were  fre- 
quently brought  before  my  father ; and 
either  my  brother  was-  generally  in  the 
wrong,  or  I was  the  better  pleader  of 
the  two,  for  judgment  wras  commonly 
given  in  my  favour.  But  my  brother 
was  paffionate,  and  often  had  rccourfe  to 
blows ; a circumflance  which  I took  in 
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very  ill  part.  This  fevere  and  tyrannical 
treatment  contributed,  I believe,  to  im- 
print on  my  mind  that  averfion  to  arbi- 
trary power,  which  during  my  whole  life 
I have  ever  preferved.  My  apprenticeship 
became  infupportable  to  me,  and  I conti- 
nually fighed  for  an  opportunity  of  (hort- 
ening  it,  which  at  length  unexpectedly 
offered. 

An  article  inferted  in  our  paper,  upoil 
fome  political  fubjeft  which  I have  now 
forgotten,  gave  oflence  to  the  affetnbly* 
My  brother  was  taken  into  cuflody, 
cenfured,  and  ordered  into  confinement 
for  a month,  becaufe,  as  I prefume,  he 
would  not  difcover  the  author.  I was 
alfo  taken  up,  and  examined  before  the 
council ; but,  though  I gave  them  no 
fatisfaftion,  they  contented  themfelves 
with  reprimanding,  and  then  difmiffed 
me;  confidefing  me  probably  as  bound, 
in  quality  of  apprentice,  to  keep  my 
matter's  fecrets. 


The 
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The  imprifonment  of  my  brother 
kindled  my  refentment,  notwithftanding 
our  private  quarrels.  During  its  con- 
tinuance the  management  of  the  paper 
was  entrufted  to  me,  and  I was  bold 
enough  to  infert  fome  pafquinades  againft 
the  governors ; which  highly  pleafed  my 
brother,  while  others  began  to  look  upon 
me  in  an  unfavourable  point  of  view, 
confidering  me  as  a young  wit  inclined 
to  fatire  and  lampoon. 

My  brother’s  enlargement  was  accom- 
panied with  an  arbitrary  order  from  the 
houfe  of  aflembly,  “ That  James  Frank- 
“ lin  Ihould  no  longer  print  the  newf- 
“ paper  entitled  the  New  England  Cou - 
“ rant.”  In  this  conjuncture,  we  held 
a confultationof  our  friends  at  the  print- 
ing-houfe,  in  order  to  determine  what 
was  proper  to  be  done.  Some  propofed 
to  evade  the  order,  by  changing  the  title 
of  the  paper : but  my  brother,  forefeeing 
inconveniences  that  would  refult  from 
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this  ftep,  thought  it  better  that  it  fhould 
iiv..  future  be  printed  in  the  name  of 
Benjamin  Franklin  ; and  to  avoid  the 
cenfure  of  the  affembly,  who  might 
charge  him  with  flill  printing  the  paper 
himlelf,  under  the  name  of  his  appren- 
tice, it  was  refolved  that  my  old  inden- 
tures fhould  be  given  up  to  me,  with  a 
full  and  entire  difeharge  written  on  the 
back,  in  order  to  be  produced  upon  an 
emergency : but  that,  to  fecure  to  my 
brother  the  benefit  of  my  fervice,  I 
fhould  fign  a new  contraft,  which  fhould' 
be  keptTecret  during  the  remainder  of 
the  term.  This  was  a very  fhallow  ar- 
rangement. It  was,  however,  carried 
into  immediate  execution,  and  the  paper 
continued,  in  confequence,  to  make  its 
appearance  for  fome  months  in  my  name* 
At  length  a new  difference  arifing  be- 
tween my  brother  and  me,  I ventured  to 
take  advantage  of  my  liberty,  prefuming 
that  he  would  not  dare  to  produce  the 
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new  contract.  It  was  undoubtedly  dif- 
honourable  to  avail  myfelf  of  this  cir- 
eumttance,  and  I reckon  this  aCtion  as 
one  of  the  firfl  errors  of  my  life  ; but  I 
was  little  capable  of  eftimating  it  at  its 
true  value,  embittered  as  my  mind  had 
been  by  the  recollection  of  the  blows  I 
had  received.  Exclufively  of  his  paf- 
fionate  treatment  of  me,  my  brother  was 
by  no  means  a man  of  an  ill  temper,  and 
perhaps  my  manners  had  too  much  of 
impertinence  not  to  afford  it  a very  natu- 
ral pretext. 

When  he  knew  that  it  was  my  deter- 
mination to  quit  him,  he  wifhed  to  pre- 
vent my  finding  employment  elfewhere. 
He  went  to  all  the  printing-houfes  in 
the  town,  and  prejudiced  the  matters 
againft  me,  who  accordingly  refufed  to 
employ  me.  The  idea  then  fuggefted 
itfelf  to  me  of  going  to  New-York,  the 
nearett  town  in  which  there  was  a print- 
ing-office. Farther  reflection  confirmed 
E 2 me 
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me  in  the  defign  of  leaving  Bo  ft  on,  where' 
I had  already  rendered  myfelf  an  object 
of  fufpicion  to  the  governing  party.  It 
was  probable,  from  the  arbitrary  pro- 
ceedings of  the  affembly  in  the  affair  of 
my  brother,  that,  by  remaining,  I Ihould 
foon  have  been  expofed  to  difficulties, 
which  I had  the  greater  reafon  to  appre- 
hend, as,  from  my  indifereet  difputes 
upon  the  fubject  of  religion,  I began  to 
be  regarded,  by  pious  fouls,  with  horror, 
either  as  an  apoftate  or  an  atheift.  I 
came  therefore  to  a refolution  ; but  my 
father,  in  this  inftance,  Tiding  with  my 
brother,  I prefumed  that,  if  I attempted' 
to  depart  openly,  meafures  would  be 
taken  to  prevent  me.  My  friend  Col- 
lins undertook  to  favour  my  flight.  He 
agreed  for  my  paffage  with  the  captain 
of  a New-York  floop,  to  -whom  he  re* 
prefented  me  as  a young  man  of  his 
acquaintance,  wffio  had  had  an  affair  with 
a girl  of  bad  chara&er,  whofe  parents 
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wifhed  to  compel  me  to  marry  her, 
and  that  of  confequence  1 could  neither 
make  my  appearance  nor  go  off  pub- 
licly. I fold  part  of  my  books  to  pro- 
cure a fmall  him  of  money,  and  went 
privately  on  board  the  Hoop.  By  favour 
of  a good  wind,  I found  myfelf  in  three 
days  at  New- York,  nearly  three  hundred 
miles  from  my  home,  at  the  age  only  of 
feventeen  years,  without  knowing  an  in- 
dividual in  the  place,  and  with  very 
little  money  in  my  pocket. 

The  inclination  I had  felt  for  a fea- 
faring  life  had  entirely  fubfided,  or  I 
ffiould  now  have  been  able  to  gratify  it  - 
but  having  another  trade,  and  believing* 
myfelf  to  be  a tolerable  workman,  I he- 
fitated  not  to  offer  my  fervices  to  the  old 
Mr.  William  Bradford,  who  had  been 
the  firft  printer  in  Pennfylvania,  but  had 
quitted  that  province  on  account  of  a 
quarrel  with  George  Keith  the  gover- 
nor. He  could  not  give  me  employ- 
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ment  himfelf,  having  little  to  do,  and 
already  as  many  perfons  as  he  wanted  \ 
but  he  told  me  that  his  fon,  printer  at 
Philadelphia,  had  lately  loll  his  princi- 
pal workman,  Aquila  Rofe,  who  was 
dead,  and  that,  if  I would  go  thither,  he 
believed  that  he  would  engage  me.  Phi- 
ladelphia was  a hundred  miles  farther. 
I hefitated  not  to  embark  in  a boat,  in 
order  to  repair,  by  the  fhortefl:  cut  of 
the  fea,  to  Amboy,  leaving  my  trunk 
and  effe&s  to  come  after  me  by  the  ufual 
and  more  tedious  conveyance.  In  crofl- 
ing  the  bay  we  met  with  a fquall,  which 
fhattered  to  pieces  our  rotten  fails,  pre- 
vented us  from  entering  the  Kill,  and 
threw  us  upon  Long  I Hand. 

During  the  fquall  a drunken  Dutch- 
man, who  like  myfelf  was  a palfenger  in 
the  boat,  fell  into  the  fea.  At  the  mo- 
ment that  he  was  finking,  I feized  him 
by  the  fore-top,  faved  him,  and  drew 
him  on  board.  This  immerfion  fobered 
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him  a little,  fo  that  he  fell  afleep,  after 
having  taken  from  his  pocket  a volume, 
which  he  requelled  me  to  dry.  This 
volume  I found  to  be  my  old  favourite 
work,  Bunyan’s  Voyages,  in  Dutch,  a 
beautiful  impreffion  on  fine  paper,  with 
copper-plate  engravings  ; a ' drefs  in 
which  I had  never  feen  it  in  its  original 
language.  I have  fince  learned  that  it 
has  been  tranflated  into  almofl  all  the 
languages  of  Europe,  and,  next  to  the 
Bible,  I am  perfuaded  it  is  one  of  the 
books  which  has  had  the  greatefl  fpread. 
Honed  John  is  the  fird,  that  I know  of, 
who  has  mixed  narrative  and  dialogue 
together ; a mode  of  writing  very  en- 
gaging to  the  reader,  who,  in  the  mod 
intereding  pafiages,  finds  himfelf  ad- 
mitted as  it  were  into  the  company,  and 
prefent  at  the  converfation.  De  Foe  has 
imitated  it  with  fuccefs  in  his  Robinfon 
Crufoe,  his  Moll  Flanders,  and  other 
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works ; as  alfo  has  Richard  foil  in  his 
Pamela,  &c. 

In  approaching  the  ifland,  we  found 
that  we  had  made  a part  of  the  coaft 
where  it  was  not  poffible  to  land,  on 
account  of  the  ftrong  breakers  produced 
by  the  rocky  fhore.  We  caft  anchor, 
and  veered  the  cable  towards  the  fhore. 
Some  men,  who  flood  upon  the  brink, 
hallooed  to  us,  while  we  did  the  fame 
on  our  part ; but  the  wind  was  fo  high, 
and  the  waves  fo  noify,  that  we  could 
neither  of  us  hear  each  other.  There 
were  fome  canoes  upon  the  bank,  and 
we  called  out  to  them,  and  made  figns 
to  prevail  on  them  to  come  and  take  us 
up  ; but  either  they  did  not  underfland 
us,  or  they  deemed  our  requefl  imprac- 
ticable, and  withdrew.  Night  came  on, 
and  nothing  remained  for  us  but  to  wait 
quietly  the  fubfiding  of  the  wind ; till 
when  we  determined,  that  is,  the  pilot 
and  I,  to  fleep  if  poffible.  For  that 
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pnrpofe  we  went  below  the  hatches  along 
with  the  Dutchman,  who  was  drenched 
with  water.  The  fea  broke  over  the 
boat,  and  reached  us  in  our  retreat,  fd 
that  we  were  prefently  as  completely- 
drenched  as  he. 

We  had  very  little  repofe  during  the 
whole  night : but  the  wind  abating  the 
next  day,  we  fucceeded  in  reaching  Am- 
boy before  it  was  dark,  after  having 
paded  thirty  hours  without  provifions, 
and  with  no  other  drink  than  a bottle 
of  bad  rum,  the  water  upon  which  we 
rowed  being  fait.  In  the  evening  I went 
to  bed  with  a very  violent  fever.  I had 
fomewhere  read  that  cold  water,  drank 
plentifully,  was  a remedy  in  fuch  cafes. 
I followed  the  prefcription,  was  in  a pro- 
fufe  fweat  for  the  greater  part  of  the 
night,  and  the  fever  left  me.  The  next 
day  I crofted  the  river  in  a ferry-boat, 
and  continued  my  journey  on  foot.  I 
}iad  fifty  miles  to  walk,  in  order  to  reach 

Burlington, 


LIFE  OF 


58 

Burlington,  where  I was  told  I fhould 
find  paffage-boats  that  would  convey  me 
to  Philadelphia.  It  rained  hard  the 
whole  day,  fo  that  I was  wet  to  the  fidn. 
Finding  myfelf  fatigued  about  noon,  I 
ftopped  at  a paltry  inn,  where  I palled 
the  reft  of  the  day  and  the  whole  night, 
beginning  to  regret  that  I had  quitted 
my  home.  I made  befides  fo  wretched 
a figure,  that  I was  fufpetted  to  be  fome 
runaway  fervant.  This  I difcovered  by 
the  queftions  that  were  alked  me  ; and  I 
felt  that  I was  every  moment  in  danger 
of  being  taken  up  as  fuch.  The  next 
day,  however,  I continued  my  journey, 
and  arrived  in  the  evening  at  an  inn, 
eight  or  ten  miles  from  Burlington,  that 
was  kept  by  one  Dr.  Brown. 

This  man  entered  into  converfation 
with  me  while  1 took  fome  refrelhment ; 
and  perceiving  that  I had  read  a little, 
he  exprelfed  towards  me  confiderable 
filtered  and  friendlhip.  Our  acquaint- 
ance 
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ance  continued  during  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  I believe  him  to  have  been 
what  is  called  an  itinerant  dodtor  ; for 
there  was  no  town  in  England,  or  indeed 
in  Europe,  of  which  he  could  not  give 
a particular  account.  He  was  neither 
deficient  in  underftanding  nor  literature, 
but  he  was  a fad  infidel  ; and,  fome  years 
after,  wickedly  undertook  to  travefly  the 
Bible  in  burlefque  verfe,  as  Cotton  has 
traveled  Virgil.  He  exhibited,  by 
this  means,  many  fadls  in  a very  ludi- 
crous point  of  view,  which  would  have 
given  umbrage  to  weak  minds,  had  his 
work  been  publifhed,  which  it  never 
was. 

I fpent  the  night  at  his  houfe,  and 
reached  Burlington  the  next  morning. 
On  my  arrival,  1 had  the  mortification 
to  learn  that  the  ordinary  paffage-boats 
had  failed  a little  before.  I his  was  on 
a Saturday,  and  there  would  be  no  other 
boat  till  the  Tuefday  following,  i re- 
turned 
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turned  to  the  houfe  of  an  old  woman  in 
the  town  who  had  fold  me  fome  ginger? 
bread  to  eat  on  my  paffage,  and  I afked 
her  advice.  She  invited  me  to  take  up 
my  abode  with  her  till  an  opportunity 
offered  for  me  to  embark.  Fatigued 
with  having  travelled  fo  far  on  foot,  I 
accepted  her  invitation.  "When  flie  un- 
derftood  that  I was  a printer,  fire  would 
have  perfuaded  me  to  flay  at  Burling? 
ton,  and  fet  up  my  trade  : but  fhe  was 
little  aware  of  the  capital  that  would  be 
jiecefTary  for  fuch  a purpofe.  I was 
treated  while  at  her  houfe  with  true  hof- 
pitality.  She  gave  me,  with  the  utmofl 
good-will,  a dinner  of  beef-fleaks,  and 
would  accept  of  nothing  in  return  but  a 
pint  of  ale. 

Here  I imagined  pvyfelf  to  be  fixed 
till  Tuefday  in  the  enfuing  week ; but 
walking  out  in  the  evening  by  the  tivei 
fide,  I faw  a boat  with  a number  of  per- 
fons  in  it  approach.  It  was -going  to 
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Philadelphia,  and  the  company  took  me 
in.  As  there  was  no  wind,  we  could 
only  make  way  with  our  oars.  About 
midnight,  not  perceiving  the  town,  feme 
of  the  company  were  of  opinion  that  we 
mud  have  palled  it,  and  were  unwilling 
to  row  any  farther ; the  red  not  know- 
mg  where  we  were,  it  was  refolved  that 
we  diould  dop.  We  drew  towards  the 
Ihore,  entered  a creek,  and  landed  near 
fome  old  palifades,  which  ferved  us  for 
fire* wood,  it  being  a cold  night  in  Oc- 
tober. Here  we  dayed  till  day,  when 
one  of  the  company  found  the  place  in 
which  we  were  to  be  Cooper’s  Creek  a 
little  above  Philadelphia  ; which  in  rea- 
lity we  perceived  the  moment  we  were 
out  of  the  creek.  We  arrived  on  Sun- 
day about  eight  or  nine  o’clock  in  the 

morning,  and  landed  on  Market-dreet 
wharf. 

I have  entered  into  the  particulars  of 

my 
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my  voyage,  and  {hall  in  like  manner  de- 

fcribe  my  fir  ft  entrance  into  this  city, 
that  you  may  be  able  to  compare  begin- 
nings fo  little  aufpicious,  with  the  figure 
1 have  fince  made. 

On  my  arrival  at  Philadelphia  I was 
in  my  working  drefs,  my  beft  clothes 
being  to  come  by  fea.  I was  covered 
with  dirt  ; my  pockets  were  filled  with 
fhirts  and  {lockings  5 I was  unacquainted 
with  a fingle  foul  in  the  place,  and  knew 
not  where  to  feek  for  a lodging.  Fa- 
tigued with  walking,  rowing,  and  having 
pafled  the  night  without  fleep,  I was  ex- 
tremely hungry,  and  all  my  money  con- 
fided of  a Dutch  dollar*  and  about  a 
{hilling’s  worth  of  coppers,  which  I 
gave  to  the  boatmen  for  my  paffage. 
As  I had  afiifted  them  in  rowing,  they 
refufed  it  at  firft  ; but  I infilled  on  their 
taking  it.  A man  is  fometimes  more 
generous  when  he  has  little,  than  when 
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he  has  much  money  ; probably  becaufe, 
in  the  firfl  cafe,  he  is  defirous  of  con-^ 
cealing  his  poverty. 

I walked  towards  the  top  of  the  ffreet, 
looking  eagerly  on  both  fides,  till  1 came 
to  Market-ftreet,  where  I met  a child 
with  a loaf  of  bread.  Often  had  I made 
my  dinner  on  dry  bread.  I enquired 
where  he  had  bought  it,  and  went 
ftraight  to  the  baker’s  fhop  which  he 
pointed  out  to  me.  I aiked  for  fome 
bifcuits,  expefting  to  find  fuch  as  we 
had  at  Bofton  ; but  they  made,  it  feems* 
-none  of  that  fort  at  Philadelphia.  I 
then  afked  for  a three-penny  loaf.  They 
made  no  loaves  at  that  price.  Finding 
myfelf  ignorant  of  the  prices,  as  well  as 
of  the  different  kinds  of  bread,  I defired 
him  to  let  me  have  three  penny-worth 
of  bread  of  fome  kind  or  other.  JHe 
gave  me  three  large  rolls.  I was  fur- 
prifed  at  receiving  fo  much : I took 
them,  however,  and,  having  no  room  in 
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my  pockets,  I walked  on  with  a roll  tin- 
der each  arm,  eating  the  third.  In  this 
manner  1 went  through  Market -dreet  to 
Fourth-dreet,  and  patted  the  houfe  of 
Mr.  Read,  the  father  of  my  future  wife. 
She  was  (landing  at  the  door,  obferved 
me,  and  thought,  with  reafon,  that  I 
made  a very  fingular  and  grotefque  ap- 
pearance. 

I then  turned  the  corner,  and  went 
through  Chefnut-dreet,  eating  my  roll 
all  the  way  ; and  having  made  this 
round,  I found  myfelf  again  on  Market- 
ftreet  wharf,  near  the  boat  in  which  I 
had  arrived.  I (lepped  into  it  to  take  a 
draught  of  the  river  water  ; and  finding 
myfelf  fatisfied  with  my  fil'd  roll,  I gave, 
the  other  two  to  a woman  and  her  child, 
who  had  come  down  the  river  with  us 
in  the  boat,  and  was  waiting  to  continue 
her  journey.  Thus  refredied,  1 regained 
the  dreet,  which  was  now  full  of  well- 

drefled  people,  all  going  the  fame  way. 
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I joined  them,  and  was  thus  led  to  a 
large  Quakers’  meeting-houfe  near  the 
market-place.  I fat  down  with  the  reft, 
and  after  looking  round  me  for  fome 
time,  hearing  nothing  faid,  and  being 
drowfy  from  my  laft  night’s  labour  and 
want  of  reft,  I fell  into  a found  fleep. 
In  this  ftate  I continued  till  the.affembly 
difperfed,  when  one  of  the  congregation 
had  the  goodnefs  to  wake  me.  This  was 
confequently  the  firft  houfe  I entered,  or 
in  which  I flept,  at  Philadelphia. 

I began  again  to  walk  along  the  ftreet 
by  the  river  fide  ; and  looking  atten- 
, lively  in  the  face  of  every  one  I met,  I 
at  length  perceived  a young  quaker 
whofe  countenance  pleafed  me.  I ac- 
cofted  him,  and  begged  him  to  inform 
me  where  a ftranger  might  find  a lodg- 
ing. We  were  then  near  the  fign  of  the 
T-hice  Mariners.  They  receive  travel- 
lers here,  faid  he,  but  it  is  not  a houfe 
that  bears  a good  character ; if  you  will 
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go  with  me,  I will  fliew  you  a better  one. 
He  conducted  me  to  the  Crooked  Billet, 
in  Water-ftreet.  There  I ordered  fome- 
thing  for  dinner,  and  during  my  meal  a 
number  of  curious  queflions  were  put  to 
me;  my  youth  and  appearance  exciting  the 
fufpicion  of  my  being  a runaway.  After 
dinner  my  drowfmefs  returned,  and  I 
threw  myfelf  upon  a bed  without  taking 
off  my  clothes,  and  flept  till  fix  o’clock 
in  the  evening,  when  I was  called  to  fup- 
per.  I afterwards  went  to  bed  at  a very 
early  hour,  and  did  not  awake  till  the 
next  morning. 

As  foon  as  I got  up  I put  myfelf  in  as 
decent  a trim  as  I could,  and  went  to 
the  houfe  of  Andrew  Bradford  the 
printer.  I found  his  father  in  the  fhop, 
whom  I had  feen  at  New-York.  Hav- 
ing travelled  on  horfeback,  he  had  ar- 
rived at  Philadelphia  before  me.  He 
introduced  me  to  his  fon,  who  received 
me  with  civility,  and  gave  me  fome 
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breakfafl ; but  told  me  he  had  no  occa- 
fion  at  prefent  for  a journeyman,  having 
lately  procured  one.  He  added,  that 
there  was  another  printer  newly  fettled  in 
the  town,  of  the  name  of  Keimer,  who 
might  perhaps  employ  me  ; and  that,  in 
cafe  of  refufal,  I fhould  be  welcome  to 
lodge  at  his  houfe,  and  he  would  give 
me  a little  work  now  and  then,  till  fome- 
thing  better  fhould  offer. 

dhe  old  man  offered  to  introduce  me 
to  the  new  printer.  When  we  were  at 
his  houfe:  “ Neighbour,”  faid  he,  “ I 
bring  you  a young  man  in  the  printing 
bufinefs ; perhaps  you  may  have  need  of 
his  fervices.” 

Keimer  afked  me  fome  queftions,  put 
a compofing  flick  in  my  hand  to  fee  how 
1 could  work,  and  then  faid,  that  at  pre- 
fent he  had  nothing  for  me  to  do,  but 
that  he  fhould  foon  be  able  to  employ 
me.  At  the  fame  time,  taking  old  Brad- 
ford for  an  inhabitant  of  the  town  well- 
I'  2 difpofed. 
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difpofed  towards  him,  he  communicated 
his  project  to  him,  and  the  profped  he 
had  of  fuccefs.  Bradford  was  careful 
not  to  difcover  that  he  was  the  father  of 
the  other  printer;  and  from  what  Kei- 
mer  had  faid,  that  he  hoped  fhortly  to 
be  in  podeffion  of  the  greater  part  of  the 
bufinefs  of  the  town,  led  him  by  artful 
quedions,  and  by  darting  fome  difficul- 
ties, to  difclofe  all  his  views,  what  his 
hopes  were  founded  upon,  and  how  he 
intended  to  proceed.  I was  prefent,  and 
heard  it  all.  I indantly  faw  that  one  of 
the  two  was  a cunning  old  fox,  and  the 
other  a perfed  novice.  Bradford  left 
me  with  Keirner,  who  was  drangely  fur- 
prifed  when  I informed  him  who  the  old 
man  was. 

I found  Iveimer’s  printing  materials  to 
confift  of  an  old  damaged  prefs,  and  a 
fmall  cad  of  worn-out  Englifh  letters, 
with  which  he  was  himfelf  at  work  upon 
an  elegy  on  Aquila  Rofe,  whom  I have 
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mentioned  above,  an  ingenious  young 

man,  and  of  an  excellent  charatter, 

\ 

highly  efteemed  in  the  town,  fecre- 
tary  to  the  aflembly,  and  a very  tole- 
rable poet.  Keimer  alfo  made  verfes, 
but  they  were  indifferent  ones.  He 
could  not  be  faid  to  wrrite  in  verfe,  for 
his  method  was  to  fet  the  lines  as  they 
flowed  from  his  mufe  ; and  as  he  work- 
ed without  copy,  had  but  one  fet  of  let- 
ter-cafes, and  the  elegy  would  proba- 
bly occupy  all  his  type,  it  was  impof- 
fible  for  any  one  to  aflift  him.  I endea- 
voured to  put  his  prefs  in  orders,  which 
he  had  not  yet  ufed,  and  of  which  indeed 
he  underflood  nothing:  and  having  pro- 
mifed  to  come  and  work  off  his  elegy 
as  foon  as  it  fhould  be  ready,  I re- 
turned to  the  houfe  of  Bradford,  who 
gave  me  fome  trifle  to  do  for  the  pre- 
fent,  for  which  I had  my  board  and 
lodging. 

J.n  a few  days  Keimer  fent  for  me  to 
F 3 print 
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print  off  his  elegy.  He  had  now  pro- 
cured another  fet  of  letter-cafes,  and  had 
a pamphlet  to  reprint,  upon  which  he 
- fet  me  to  work. 

Ihe  two  Philadelphia  printers  ap- 
peared deffitute  of  every  qualification 
neceffary  in  their  profefiion.  Bradford 
had  not  been  brought  up  to  it,  and 
was  very  illiterate.  Keimer,  though  he 
underffood  a little  of  the  bufmefs,  was 
merely  a compofitor,  and  wholly  inca- 
pable of  working  at  the  prefs.  He  had 
been  one  of  the  French  prophets,  and 
knew  how  to  imitate  their  fupernatural  „ 
agitations.  At  the  time  of  our  firft  acT 
quaintance  he  profeffed  no  particular  reT 
ligion,  but  a little  of  all  upon  occafion. 
He  was  totally  ignorant  of  the  world, 
and  a great  knave  at  heart,  as  I had 
afterwards  an  opportunity  of  experien- 
cing. 

Keimer  could  not  endure  that,  work- 
ing with  him,  I fhould  lodge  at  Brad- 
ford’s, 
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ford’s.  He  had  indeed  a houfe,  but  it 
was  unfurnilhed  ; fo  that  he  could  not 
take  me  in.  He  procured  me  a lodging 
at  Mr.  Read’s,  his  landlord,  whom  I have 
already  mentioned.  My  trunk  and  ef- 
fects being  now  arrived,  I thought  of 
making,  in  the  eyes  of  Mifs  Read,  a more 
refpedable  appearance  than  when  chance 
exhibited  ine  to  her  view,  eating  my  roll, 
and  wandering  in  the  ftreets. 

From  this  period  I began  to  contrad 
acquaintance  with  fuch  young  people  of 
the  town  as  were  fond  of  reading,  and 
fpent  my  evenings  with  them  agreeably, 
while  at  the  fame  time  I gained  money 
by  my  induftry,  and,  thanks  to  my  fru- 
gality, lived  contented.  I thus  forgot 
Bolton  as  much  as  poffible,  and  wilhed 
every  one  to  be  ignorant  of  the  place  of 
my  refidence,  except  my  friend  Collins, 
to  whom  I wrote,  and  who  kept  my 
fecret. 

An  incident  however  arrived,  which 
F 4 fent 
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fent  me  home  much  fooner  than  I had 
purpofed.  I had  a brother-in-law,  of 
the  name  of  Robert  Holmes,  mailer  of 
a trading  Hoop  from  Rollon  to  Dela- 
ware. sBeing  at  Newcallle,  forty  miles 
below  Philadelphia,  he  heard  of  me,  and 
wrote  to  inform  me  of  the  chagrin  which 
my  fudden  departure  from  Bolton  had 
occafioned  my  parents,  and  of  the  affec- 
tion which  they  Hill ' entertained  for  me, 
affuring  me  that,  if  I would  return,  every 
thing  fliould  be  adjulled  to  my  fatisfac- 
tion;  and  he  was  very  preffing  in  his  en- 
treaties. I anfwered  his  letter,  thanked 
him  for  his  advice,  and  explained  the 
reafons  which  had  induced  me  to  quit 
Bolton,  with  fuch  force  and  clearnefs, 
that  he  was  convinced  I had  been  lefs  to 
blame  than  he  had  imagined. 

Sir  W illiam  Keith,  governor  of  the 
province,  was  at  Newcallle  at  the  time. 
Captain  Holmes,  being  by  chance  in  his 
pompany  when  he  received  my  letter, 
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took  occafion  to  fpeak  of  me,  and  (hew- 
ed it  him.  The  governor  read  it,  and 
appeared  furprifed  when  he  learned  • my 
age.  He  thought  me,  he  faid,  a young 
man  of  very  promifing  talents,  and  that, 
of  confequence,  1 ought  to  be  encou- 
raged; that  there  were  at  Philadelphia 
none  but  very  ignorant  printers,  and  that, 
if  I were  to  fet  up  for  myfelf,  he  had  no 
doubt  of  my  fuccefs  ; that,  for  his  own 
part,  he  would  procure  me  all  the  public 
bufmefs,  and  would  render  me  every 
other  fervice  in  his  power.  My  brother- 
in-law  related  all  this  to  me  afterwards  at 
Bolton ; but  I knew  nothing  of  it  at  the 
time ; when  one  day,  Keimer  an$  I being 
at  work  together  near  the  window,  we 
faw  the  governor  and  another  gentleman, 
colonel  French  of  Newcaftle,  hand- 
fomely  drelfed,  crofs  the  ftreet,  and  make 
directly  for  our  houfe.  We  heard  them 
at  the  door,  and  Keimer,  believing  it  to 
be  a vifit*to  himfelf,  went  immediately 
4 down : 
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down  : but  the  governor  enquired  for 
Hie,  came  up  flairs,  and,  with  a conde- 
icenfion  and  politenefs  to  which  I had 
not  at  all  been  accuflonied,  paid  me 
many  compliments,  defired  to  be  ac- 
quainted with  me,  obligingly  reproached 
me  for  not  having  made  myfelf  known 
to  him  on  my  arrival  in  the  town,  and 
wilhed  me  to  accompany  him  to  a ta- 
vern, where  he  and  colonel  French  were 
going  to  tafle  fome  excellent  Madeira 
wine. 

I was,  I confefs,  fomewhat  furprifed, 
and  Keimer  appeared  thunder ftruck.  I 
went  however  with  the  governor  and  the 
colonel  to  a tavern  at  the  corner  of 
Third  - flreet,  where,  while  we  were 
drinking  the  Madeira,  he  propofed  to 
me  to  eftablifh  a printing-houfe.  He 
fet  forth  the  probabilities  of  fuccefs,  and 
himfelf  and  colonel  French  allured  me 
that  I fhould  have  their  protection  and 
influence  in  obtaining  the  printing  ol 
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the  public  papers  of  both  governments ; 
and  as  1 appeared  to  doubt  whether  my 
father  would  affift  me  in  this  enterprife. 
Sir  William  faid  that  he  would  give 
me  a letter  to  him,  in  which  he  would 
reprefent  the  advantages  of  the  fcheme 
in  a light  which  he  had  no  doubt  would 
determine  him.  It  was  thus  concluded, 
that  I fhould  return  to  Bolton  by  the 
firft  veffel,  with  the  letter  of  recommen- 
dation from  the  governor  to  my  father. 
Meanwhile  the  project  was  to  be  kept 
fecret,  and  I continued  to  work  for  Kei- 
mer  as  before. 

The  governor  fent  every  now  and 
then  to  invite  me  to  dine  with  him.  I 
confidered  this  as  a very  great  honour ; 
and  I was  the  more  fenfible  of  it,  as  he 
converfed  with  me  in  the  molt  affable, 
familiar,  and  friendly  manner  imagin- 
able. 

Towards  the  end  of  April  1724,  a 
iinall  velfel  was  ready  to  fail  for  Boflon. 

I took 
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I took  leave  of  Keimer,  upon  the  pretext 
of  going  to  fee  my  parents.  The  go- 
vernor gave  me  a long  letter,  in  which 
he  faid  many  flattering  things  of  me  to 
my  father  ; and  flrongly  recommended 
the  project  of  my  fettling  at  Philadel- 
phia, as  a thirig  which  could  not  fail  to 
make  my  fortune. 

Going  down  the  bay  we  flruck  on  a 
flat,  and  fprung  a leak.  The  weather 
was  very  tempeftuous,  and  we  were 
obliged  to  pump  without  intermiflion ; I 
took  my  turn.  We  arrived  however 
fafe  and  found  at  Bollon,  after  about  a 
fortnight’s  pafiage. 

I had  been  abfent  feven  complete 
months,  and  my  relations,  during  that 
interval,  had  received  no  intelligence  of 
me ; for  my  brother-indaw,  Holmes, 
was  not  yet  returned,  and  hr-d  not 
written  about  me.  My  unexpected  ap- 
pearance furprifed  the  family ; but  they 
were  all  delighted  at  feeing  me  again, 
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and,  except  my  brother,  welcomed  me 
home.  I went  to  him  at  the  printing- 
houfe.  I was  better  dreffed  than  I had 
rever  been  while  in  his  fervice  : I had  a 
complete  fuit  of  clothes,  new  and  neat,  a 
watch  in  my  pocket,  and  my  purfe  was 
furnilhed  with  nearly  five  pounds  fter- 
ling  in  money.  He  gave  me  no  very 
civil  reception  ; and,  having  eyed  me 
from  head  to  foot,  refumed  his  work. 

The  workmen  alked  me  with  eager- 
nefs  where  I had  been,  what  fort  of  a 
country  it  was,  and  how  I liked  it.  I 
fpoke  in  the  higheft  terms  of  Philadel- 
phia, the  happy  life  we  led  there,  and 
expreffed  my  intention  of  going  back 
again.  One  of  them  afking  what  fort  of 
money  we  had,  I difplayed  before  them 
a handful  of  fiber,  -which  I drew  from 
my  pocket.  This  was  a curiofity  to 
which  they  were  not  accuftomed,  paper 
being  the  current  money  at  Bolton.  I 
failed  not  after  this  to  let  them  fee  my 
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watch ; and  at  laft,  my  brother  conti- 
nuing fullen  and  out  of  humour,  1 gave 
them  a {hilling  to  drink,  and  took  my 
leave.  This  vifit  Aung  my  brother  to 
the  foul  j for  when,  Ihortly  after,  my 
mother  fpoke  to  him  of  a reconciliation, 
and  a defire  to  fee  us  upon  good  terms, 
he  told  her  that  I had  fo  infulted  him 
before  his  men,  that  he  would  never  for- 
get or  forgive  it : in  this,  however,  he 
was  miltaken. 

The  governor’s  letter  appeared  to  ex- 
cite in  my  father  fome  furprife  ; but  he 
faid  little.  After  fome  days,  captain 
Holmes  being  returned,  he  {hewed  it 
him,  afking  him  if  he  knew  Keith,  and 
what  fort  of  a man  he  was  : adding, 
that,  in  his  opinion,  it  proved  very  little 
difcernment  to  think  of  fetting  up  a boy 
in  bufinefs,  who  for  three  years  to  come 
would  not  be  of  an  age  to  be  ranked  in 
the  clafs  of  men.  Holmes  faid  every 
thing  he  could  in  favour  of  the  fcheme  ; 

but 
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but  my  father  firmly  maintained  its  ab- 
furdity,  and  at  laft  gave  a pofitive  re- 
fufal.  He  wrote,  however,  a civil  letter 
to  Sir  William,  thanking  him  for  the 
prot^fion  he  had  fo  obligingly  offered 
me,  but  refufing  to  aflift  me  for  the  pre- 
fent,  bedaufe  he  thought  me  too  young 
to  be  entrufled  with  the  conduct  of 
fo  important  an  enterprife,  and  which 
would  require  fo  conliderable  a fum  of 
money. 

My  old  comrade  Collins,  who  was  a 
clerk  in  the  pofl-office,  charmed  with  the 
account  I gave  of  my  new  refidence,  ex- 
preffed  a defire  of  going  thither ; and 
while  I waited  my  father’s  determina- 
tion, he  fet  off  before  me,  by  land,  for 
Rhode  Ifland,  leaving  his  books,  w'hicli 
formed  a handfome  collection  in  mathe- 
matics and  natural  philofophy,  to  be  con- 
veyed with  mine  to  New-York,  where 
he  purpofed  to  wait  for  me. 

My  father,  though  he  could  not  ap- 
prove 
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prove  Sir  William’s  propofal,  was  yet 
pleafed  that  1 had  obtained  fo  advanta- 
geous a recommendation  as  that  of  a 
perfon  of  his  rank,  and  that  my  induftry 
and  oeconomy  had  enabled  me  to-equip 
myfelf  fo  handlbmely  in  fo  Ihort  a pe- 
riod. Seeing  no  appearance  of  accom- 
modating matters  between  my  brother 
and  me,  he  confented  to  my  return  to 
Philadelphia,  advifed  me  to  be  civil  to 
every  body,  to  endeavour  to  obtain  ge- 
neral efteem,  and  avoid  fatire  and  far- 
cafm,  to  which  he  thought  I was  too 
much  inclined;  adding,  that,  with  per- 
feverance  and  prudent  oeconomy,  I 
might,  by  the  time  I became  of  age, 
fave  enough  to  eftablilh  myfelf  in  bufi- 
nefs  ; and  that,  ii  a fmall  fum  fhould 
then  be  wanting,  he  would  undertake  to 
fupply  it. 

This  was  all  I could  obtain  from  him, 
except  fome  trifling  prefents,  in  token  of 
friendftiip  from  him  and  my  mother.  I 
1 > embarked 
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embarked  once  more  for  New- York, 
furniflied  at  this  time  with  their  appro- 
bation and  blefiing.  The  floop  having 
touched  at  Newport  in  Rhode  Hand,  I 
paid  a vifit  to  my  brother  John,  who  had 
for  fome  years  been  fettled  there,  and 
was  married.  He  had  always  been  at- 
tached to  me,  and  he  received  me  with 
great  affection.  One  of  his  friends, 
whofe  name  was  Vernon,  having  a debt 
of  about  thirty-fix  pounds  due  to  him  in 
Pennfylvania,  begged  me  to  receive  it 
for  him,  and  to  keep  the  money  till  I 
Ihould  hear  from  him  : accordingly  he 
gave  me  an  order  for  that  purpofe. 
This  affair  occafioned  me,  in  the  fequel, 
much  uneafinefs. 

At  Newport  we  took  on  board  a num- 
ber of  paffengers ; among  whom  were 
two  young  women,  and  a grave  and 
lenfible  quaker  lady  with  her  fervants.  I 
had  fiievvn  an  obliging  forward nefs  in 
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rendering  the  quaker  foine  trifling  fer- 
vices,  which  led  her,  probably,  to  feel 
an  interefl  in  my  welfare  ; for  when  {he 
faw  a familiarity  take  place,  and  every 
day  increafe,  between  the  two  young 
women  and  me,  (lie  took  me  afide  and 
faid  : “ Young  man,  I am  in  pain  for 
thee.  Thou  haft  no  parent  to  watch 
over  thy  conduct,  and  thou  feemeft  to 
be  ignorant  of  the  world,  and  the  fnares 
to  which  youth  is  expofed.  Rely  upon 
what  I tell  thee.:  thofe  are- women  of 
bad  characters  ; I perceive  it  in  all  their 
actions.  If  thou  doft  not  take  care,  they 
will  lead  thee  into  danger.  They  are 
ftrangers  to  thee,  and  I advife  thee,  by 
the  friendly  intereft  I take  in  thy  pre- 
fervation,  to  form  no  connection  with 
them.”  As  I appeared  at  firft  not  to 
think  quite  fo  ill  of  them  as  fhe  did,  flie 
related  many  things  fhe  had  feen  and 

heard,  which  had  efcaped  my  attention, 
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but  which  convinced  me  that  (he  was  in 
the  right.  1 thanked  her  for  her  oblig- 
ing advice,  and  promifed  to  follow  it. 

When  we  arrived  at  New-York,  they 
informed  me  where  they  lodged,  and  in- 
vited me.  to  come  and  fee  them.  I did 
not  however  go,  and  it  was  well  1 did 
not  ; for  the  next  day,  the  captain,  miff- 
ing a filver  fpoon  and  fome  other  things 
which  had  been  taken  from  the  cabin, 
and  knowing  thefe  women  to  be  profti- 
tutes,  procured  a fearch  warrant,  found 
the  (lolen  goods  upon  them,  and  had 
them  punifhed.  And  thus,  after  having- 
been  laved  from  one  rock  concealed  un- 
der water,  upon  which  the  veffel  (truck 
during  our  palfage,  I efcaped  another  of 
a (till  more  dangerous  nature. 

At  New-York  I found  my  friend  Col- 
lins, who  had  arrived  fome  time  before. 
We  had  been  intimate  from  our  infancy, 
and  had  read  the  fame  books  together ; 
but  he  had  the  advantage  of  being  able 
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to  devote  more  time  to  reading  and 
ftudy,  and  an  aftonifhing  difpofition  for 
mathematics,  in  which  Jie  left  me  far  be- 
hind him.  When  at  Bofton,  I had  been 
accuftomed  to  pafs  with  him  almoft  all  . 
my  leifure  hours.  He  was  then  a fober 
and  induilrious  lad  ; his  knowledge  had 
gained  him  a very  general  elteem,  and 
he  feemed  to  promife  to  make  an  ad- 
vantageous figure  in  fociety.  But,  during 
my  abfence,  he  had  unfortunately  ad- 
dicted himfelf  to  brandy,  and  I learned, 
as  well  from  himfelf  as  from  the  report 
of  others,  that  every  day  fince  his  arrival 
at  New-York  he  had  been  intoxicated, 
and  had  afted  in  a very  extravagant  man- 
ner. He  had  alfo  played,  and  loft  all  his 
money  ; fo  that  I was  obliged  to  pay  his 
expences  at  the  inn,  and  to  maintain  him 
during  the  reft  of  his  journey  ; a burthen 
that  was  very  inconvenient  to  me. 

The  governor  of  New-York,  whofe 
name  was  Burnet,  hearing-  the  captain 

fay 
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lay  that  a young  man  who  was  a paffenger 
in  his  fhip  had  a great  number  of  books, 
begged  him  to  bring  me  to  his  houfe.  I 
accordingly  went,  and  fhould  have  taken 
Collins  with  me,  had  he  been  fober. 
The  governor  treated  me  with  great  ci- 
vility, fhewed  me  his  library,  which  was 
a very  confiderable  one,  and  we  talked 
for  fome  time  upon  books  and  authors. 
This  was  the  fecond  governor  who  had 
honoured  me  with  his  attention  ; and  to 
a poor  boy,  as  I was  then,  thefe  little  ad- 
ventures did  not  fail  to  be  pleafing. 

We  arrived  at  Philadelphia.  On  the 
way  1 received  Vernon’s  money,  without 
which  we  fhould  have  been  unable  to 
have  finifhed  our  journey. 

Collins  wifhed  to  get  employment  as 
a merchant’s  clerk  ; but  either  his  breath 
or  his  countenance  betrayed  his  bad  ha- 
bit j for,  though  he  had  recommenda- 
tions, he  met  with  no  fuccefs,  and  conti- 
G 3 nued 
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nued  to  lodge  and  eat  with  me,  and  at 
my  expence.  Knowing  that  I had  Ver- 
non’s money,  he  was  continually  alking 
me  to  lend  him  fome  of  it ; promifing 
to  repay  me  as  foon  as  he  fhould  get 
employment.  At  laft  he  had  drawn  fo 
much  of  this  money,  that  I was  ex- 
tremely alarmed  at  what  might  become 
of  me,  Ihould  he  fail  to  make  good  the 
deficiency.  His  habit  of  drinking  did 
not  at  all  diminilh,  and  was  a frequent 
fource  of  difcord  between  us  ; for,  when 
he  had  drank  a little  too  much,  he  was 
very  headftrong. 

Being  one  day  in  a boat  together,  on 
the  Delaware,  with  fome  other  young 
perfons,  he  refufed  to  take  his  turn  in 
rowing.  You  fhall  row  for  me,  laid  he, 
till  we  get  home. — No,  I replied,  we 
will  not  row  for  you. — You  fhall,  faid 
he,  or  remain  upon  the  water  all  night. 
— As  you  pleafe. — Let  us  row,  faid  the 
reft  of  the  company ; what  fignifies 

whether 
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whether  he  affifts  or  not  ? But,  already 
angry  with  him  for  his  conduct  in  other 
refpefts,  I - perfifted  in  my  refufal.  He 
then  fwore  that  he  would  make  me  row, 
or  would  throw  me  out  of  the  boat ; and 
he  made  up  to  me.  As  foon  as  he  was 
within  my -reach  I took  him  by  the  col- 
lar, gave  him  a violent  thruft,  and  threw 
him  ' head-foremoft  into  the  river.  ' I 
knew  that  he  was  a good  fwimmer,  and 
was  therefore  under  no  apprehenfions 
for  his  life.  Before  he  could  turn  him- 
felf,  we  were  able,  by  a few  ftrokes  of 
our  oars,  to  place  ourfelves  out  of  his 
reach ; and  whenever  he  touched  the  boat, 
we  afked  him  if  he  would  row,  ftriking 
his  hands  at  the  fame  time  with  the  oars 
to  make  him  let  go  his  hold.  He  was 
nearly  fuffocated  with  rage,  but  obfti- 
nately  refufed  making  any  promife  to 
row.  Perceiving  at  length  that  his 
ftrength  began  to  be  exhaufted,  we  took 
him  into  the  boat,  and  conveyed  him 
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home  in  the  evening  completely  drench- 
ed. Ihe  utmoft  coldnefs  fubftfted  be- 
tween us  after  this  adventure.  At  laft 
the  captain  of  a Well -India  fhip,  who 
was  commiffioned  to  procure  a tutor  for 
the  children  of  a gentleman  at  Barbadoes, 
meeting  with  Collins,  offered  him  the 
place.  He  accepted  it ; and  took  his 
leave  of  me,  promifing  to  difcharge  the 
debt  he  owed  me  with  the  fir  ft  money  he 
fhould  receive  ; but  I have  heard  nothing 
of  him  ftnce. 

The  violation  of  the  tiuft  repofed  in 
me  by  Vernon,  was  one  of  the  firft  great 
errors  of  my  life  ; and  it  proves  that  my 
father  was  not  miftaken,  when  he  fup- 
pofed  me  too  young  to  be  intrufted  with 
the  management  of  important  affairs. 
'But  Sir  William,  upon  reading  his  letter, 
thought  him  too  prudent.  There  was  a 
difference,  he  faid,  between  individuals ; 
years  of  maturity  were  not  always  ac- 
companied 
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eompanied  with  difcretion,  neither  was 
youth  in  every  inftance  devoid  of  it. 
Since  your  father,  added  he,  will  not  fet 
you  up  in  bufmefs,  I will  do  it  myfelf. 
Make  out  a lift  of  what  will  be  wanted 
from  England,  and  I will  fend  for  the 
articles.  You  fhall  repay  me  when  you 
can.  I am  determined  to  have  a good 
prihter  here,  and  I am  fure  you  will  iuc- 
ceed.  This  was  faid  with  fo  much  feem- 
ing  cordiality,  that  I fufpe&ed  not  for 
an  inftant  the  fmcerity  of  the  offer.  I 
had  hitherto  kept  the  project,  with  which 
Sir  William  had  infpired  me,  of  fettling 
in  bufmefs,  a fecret  at  Philadelphia,  and 
I ftill  continued  to  do  fo.  Had  my  re- 
liance on  the  governor  been  known, 
fome  friend,  better  acquainted  with  his 
chara&er  than  myfelf,  would  doubtlefs 
have  advifed  me  not  to  truft  him  ; for  I 
afterwards  learned  that  he  was  univer- 
sally known  to  be  liberal  of  promifes, 
which  he  had  no  intention  to  perform. 

But 
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But  having  never  folicited  him,  how 
could  I fuppofe  his  offers  to  be  deceitful? 
On  the  contrary,  I believed  him  to  be  the 
befl;  man  in  the  world. 

I gave  him  an  inventory  of  a fmall 
printing-office  ; the  expence  of  which  I 
had  calculated  at  about  a hundred  pounds 
fterling.  He  expreffed  his  approba- 
tion ; but  afked,  if  my  prefence  in  Eng- 
land, that  I might  choofe  the  characters 
myfelf,  and  fee  that  every  article  was 
good  in  its  kind,  would  not  be  an  advan- 
tage ? You  will  alfo  be  able,  faid  he,  to 
form  fome  acquaintance  there,  and  efta- 
blifh  a correfpondence  with  flationers 
and  bookfellers.  This  I acknowledged 
was  defirable.  That  being  the  cafe, 
added  he,  hold  yourfelf  in  readinefs  to 
so  with  the  Annis.  This  was'  the  an- 

o 

nual  veffel,  and  the  only  one,  at  that 
time,  which  made  regular  voyages  be- 
tween the  ports  of  London  and  Phila- 
delphia. But  the  Annis  . was  not  to  fail 

for 
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for  fome  months.  I therefore  continued 
to  work  with  Keimer,  unhappy  refpedb. 
ing  the  fum  which  Collins  had  drawn 
from  me,  and  almofl  in  continual  agony 
at  the  thoughts  of  Vernon,  who  fortu- 
nately made  no  demand  of  his  money 
till  feveral  years  after. 

In  the  account  of  my  firft  voyage  from 
Bolton  to  Philadelphia,  I omitted  I be- 
lieve a trifling  circum fiance,  which  will 
not  perhaps  be  out  of  place  here.  Dur- 
ing a calm  which  hopped  us  above 
Block  Ifland,  the  crew  employed  theni- 
felves  in  fifhing  for  cod,  of  which  they 
caught  a great  number.  I had  hitherto 
adhered  to  my  refolutiom  of  not  eating 
any  thing  that  had  poffefTed  life ; and  I 
confidered  on  this  occafion,  agreeably  to 
the  maxims  of  my  mailer  Tryon,  the 
capture  of  every  fifh  as  a fort  of  murder, 
committed  without  provocation,  fince 
thefe  animals  had  neither  done,  nor  were 

capable  of  doing,  the  fmallefl  injury  to 
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any  one  that  fhould  juftify  the  meafure. 
This  mode  of  reafoning  I conceived  to 
be  unanfwerable.  Meanwhile  I had 
formerly  been  extremely  fond  of  fifh  ; 
and  when  one  of  thefe  cod  was  taken  out 
of  the  frying-pan,  I thought  its  flavour 
delicious.  I hefitated  fome  time  be- 
tween principle  and  inclination,  till  at 
lafl  recollefting,  that  when  the  cod  had 
been  opened  fome  fmall  fifh  were  found 
in  its  belly,  I faid  to  myfelf,  If  you  eat 
one  another,  I fee  no  rea'fon  why  we  wav 
not  eat  you.  I accordingly  dined  on  the 
cod  with  no  fmall  degree  of  pleafure, 
and  have  fmce  continued  to  eat  like  the 
reft  of  mankind,  returning  only  occafion- 
ally  to  my  vegetable  plan.  How  conve- 
nient does  it  prove  to  be  a rational  animal , 
that  knows  how  to  find  or  invent  a plau- 
fible  pretext  for  whatever  it  has  an  in- 
clination to  do ! 

I continued  to  live  upon  good  terms 
with  Keimer,  who  had  not  the  fmalleft 

fufpicion 
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fufpicion  of  my  projected  eftablilhment. 
He  (till  retained  a portion  of  his  former 
enthufiafm  ; and  being  fond  of  argu- 
ment, we  frequently  difputed  together. 
I was  fo  much  in  the  habit  of  ufing  my 
Socratic  method,  and  had  fo  frequently 
puzzled  him  by  my  queftions,  which 
appeared  at  firft  very  diftant  from  the 
point  in  debate,  yet  neverthelefs  led  to 
it  by  degrees,  involving  him  in  difficul- 
ties and  contradictions  from  which  he 
was  unable  to  extricate  himfelf,  that  he 
became  at  lalt  ridiculoufly  cautious,  and 
would  fcarcely  anfwer  the  mod  plain  and 
familiar  quedion  without  previoully  alk- 
ing  me — Y\  hat  would  you  infer  from 
that  ? Hence  he  formed  fo  high  an  opi- 
nion of  my  talents  for  refutation,  that  he 
ferioufly  propofed  to  me  to  become  his 
colleague  in  the  eftablilhment  of  a new 
religious  fett. ' He 'was  to  propagate  the 
doctrine  by  preaching,  and  I to  refute 
,every  opponent. 

When,  he  explained  to  me  his  tenets, 

I found 
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I found  many  abfurdities  which  I refufed 
to  admit,  unlefs  he  would  agree  in  turn 
to  adopt  fome  of  my  opinions.  Keimer 
wore  his  beard  long,  becaufe  Moie.-  had 
fomewhere  faid,  Thou  Jhat  not  mar  the  % 
corners  of  thy  beard.  * He  like  wife  ob- 
ferved  the  Sabbath ; and  thefe  were  with 
him  two  very  effential  points.  I dif-  - . 
liked  them  both;  but  I oonfented  to 
adopt  them,  provided  he  would  agree 
to  abflain  from  animal  food.  I doubt, 
faid  he,  whether  my  conftitution  will 
be  able  to  fupport  it.  I allured  him,  on 
the  contrary,  that  he  would  find  himfelf 
the  better  for  it.  He  was  naturally  a 
glutton,  and  I wilhed  to  amufe  myfelf 
by  ftarving  him.  He  confented  to  make 
trial  of  this  regimen,  if  I would  bear  him 
Company ; and  in  reality  we  continued 
it  for  threp  months.  A woman  in  the 
neighbourhood  prepared  and  brought  us 
our  vi&uals,  to  whom  I gave  a lid  of 
forty  diflies;  in  the  compolition  of  which 
4 „ there 
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there  entered  neither  flefh  nor  filh.  This 
fancy  was  the  more  agreeable  to  me,  as 
it  turned  to  good  account;  for  the  whole 
expence  of  our  living  did  not  exceed  for 
each  eighteen-pence  a week. 

I have  fince  that  period  obferved  feve- 

» N 

ral  Lents  with  the  greatefl  llrictnefs,  and 
have  fuddenly  returned  again  to  my  or- 
dinary diet,  without  experiencing  the 
fmalleft  inconvenience  ; which  has  led 
' me  to  regard,  as  of  no  importance,  the 
advice  commonly  given,  of  introducing 
gradually  fuch  alterations  of  regimen. 

I continued  it  cheerfully;  but  poor 
Keimer  fuffered  terribly.  Tired  of  the 
projedf,  he  fighed  for  the  flelh-pots  of 
Egypt-  -A-t  length  he  ordered  a roaft 
pig,  and  invited  me  and  two  of  our  fe- 
male acquaintance  to  dine  with  him;  but 
the  pig  being  ready  a little  too  foon,  he 
could  not  refill  the  temptation,  and  ate 
it  all  up  before  we  arrived. 

During  the  circumilances  I have  re- 
lated. 
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lated,  I had  paid  fome  attentions  to  Mifs 
Read.  I entertained  for  her  the  utmoft 
qiteem  and  affeCtion ; and  I had  reafon 
to  believe  that  thefe  fentiments  were 
mutual.  But  we  were  both  young, 
fcarceiy  more  than  eighteen  years  of  age ; 
and  as  I was  on  the  point  of  undertaking, 
a long  voyage,  her  mother  thought  it 
prudent  to  prevent  matters  being  carried 
too  far  for  the  prefent,  judging  that,  if 
marriage  was  our  object,  there  would  be 
more  propriety  in  it  after  my  return, 
when,  as  at  leaft  I expected,  l (hould  be 
ellablilhed  in  my  bufmefs.  Perhaps  alfo 
ihe  thought  that  my  expectations  were 
not  fo  well-founded  as  I imagined. 

My  moft  intimate  acquaintance  at  this 
time  were  Charles  O (borne,  Jofeph  Wat- 
fon,  and  James  Ralph ; young  men  who 
were  all  fond  of  reading.  7 he  two  firft 
were  clerks  to  Mr.  Charles  Brockdon, 
one  of  the  principal  attornies  in  the  town, 
and  the  other  clerk  to  a merchant.  Wat- 

fon 
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fon  was  an  upright,  pious  and  fenfible 
young  man : the  others  were  fomewhat 
more  loofe  in  their  principles  of  religion, 
particularly  Ralph,  whofe  faith,  as  well 
as  that  of  Collins,  1 had  contributed  to 
fhake ; each  of  whom  made  me  fufFer  a 
very  adequate  punifhment.  O (borne 
was  fenfible,  and  fincere  and  affeftionate 
in  his  friendfhips,  but  too  much  inclined 
to  the  critic  in  matters  of  literature. 
Ralph  was  ingenious  and  Ihrewd,  gen- 
teel in  his  addrefs,  and  extremely  elo- 
quent. I do  not  remember  to  have  met 
with  a more  agreeable  fpeaker.  They 
were  both  enamoured  of  the  mufes,  and 
had  already  evinced  their  paflion  by 
fome  fmall  poetical  produ&ions. 

It  was  a cuftom  with  us  to  take  a 
charming  walk  on  Sundays,  in  the  woods - 
that  border  the  Skuylkil.  Here  w>e  read 
together,  and  afterwards  converfed  on 
what  we  read.  Ralph  was  difpofed  to  give 
himfelf  up  entirely  to  poetry.  He  jflat- 

Vol.  I.  PI  tered 
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tered  hlmfelf  that  he  fliould  arrive  at 
great  eminence  in  the  art,  and  even  ac- 
quire a fortune.  The  fublimeft  poets,  he 
pretended,  when  they  firO:  began  to 
■write,  committed  as  many  faults  as  him- 
felf.  Ofborne  endeavoured  to  diffuade 
him,  by  alluring  him  that  he  had  no  ge- 
nius for  poetry,  and  advifed  him  to  flick 
to  the  trade  in  which  he  had  been 
brought  up.  In  the  road  of  commerce, 
faid  he,  you  will  be  fure,  by  diligence 
and  afliduity,  though  you  have  no  capi- 
tal, of  fo  far  fucceeding  as  to  be  em- 
ployed as  a fa&or,  and  may  thus  in  time 
acquire  the  means  of  fetting  up  for  your- 
felf.  I concurred  in  thefe  fentiments, 
but  at  the  fame  time  expreffed  my  ap- 
probation of  amufing  ourfelves  fome- 
times  with  poetry,  with  a view  to  im- 
prove our  flyle.  In  confequence  of  this 
it  was  propofed,  that,  at  our  next  meet- 
ing, each  of  us  fhould  bring  a copy  of 
verfes  of  his  own  compofition.  Our  ob- 
ject 
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ject  in  this  competition  was  to  benefit 
each  other  by  our  mutual  remarks,  criti- 
cifms  and  correftions ; and  as  ftyle  and 
expreflion  were  all  we  had  in  view,  we 
excluded  every  idea  of  invention,  by 
agreeing  that  our  talk  Ihould  be  a ver- 
fion  of  the  eighteenth  pfalm,  in  which  is 
defer ibed  the  defeent  of  the  deity. 

The  time  of  our  meeting  drew  near, 
when  Ralph  called  upon  me,  and  told 
me  that  his  performance  was  ready.  I 
informed  him  that  I had  been  idle,  and, 
not  much  liking  the  talk,  had  done  no- 
thing. He  Ihewed  me  his  piece,  and 
alked  what  I thought  of  it.  I exprelfed 
myfelf  in  terms  of  warm  approbation  j 
becaufe  it  really  appeared  to  have  con- 
fiderable  merit.  He  then  faid:  Olborne 
will  never  acknowledge  the  fmalleft  de- 
gree of  excellence  in  any  produ&ion  of 
mine.  Envy  alone  diQates  to  him  a 
thoufand  animadverfions.  Of  you  he  is 
not  fo  jealous  i I wifh  therefore  you 
H a would 
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would  take  the  verfes,  and  produce  them 
as  your  own.  I will  pretend  not  to  have 
had  leifure  to  write  any  thing.  We 
{hall  then  fee  in  what  manner  he  will 
fpeak  of  them.  I agreed  to  this  little 
artifice,  and  immediately  tranfcribed  the 
verfes  to  prevent  all  fufpicion. 

We  met.  Watfon’s  performance  was 
the  firft  that  was  read.  It  had  fome 
beauties,  but  many  faults.  We  next 
read  Ofborne’s,  which  was  much  better. 
Ralph  did  it  juftice,  remarking  a few 
imperfections,  and  applauding  fuch  parts 
as  were  excellent.  He  had  himfelf  no- 
thing to  fhevv.  It  was  now  my  turn.  I 
made  fome  difficulty ; feemed  as  if  I 
wiffied  to  be  excufed ; pretended  that  I 
had  had  no  time  to  make  corrections, 
&c.  No  excufe,  however,  was  adrnif- 
fible,  and  the  piece  muft  be  produced. 
It  was  read  and  re-read.  Watfon  and 
O {borne  immediately  refigned  the  palm, 
and  united  in  applauding  it.  Ralph 

a alone 
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alone  made  a few  remarks,  and  propofed 
fome  alterations ; but  I defended  my 
text.  Ofborne  agreed  with  me,  and  told 
Ralph  that  he  was  no  more  able  to  criti- 
cife  than  he  was  able  to  write. 

When  Ofborne  was  alone  with  me,  he 
exprefled  himfelf  hill  more  ftrongly  in 
favour  of  what  he  confidered  as  my  per- 
formance. He  pretended  that  he  had 
put  fome  reftraint  on  himfelf  before,  ap- 
prehenfive  of  my  conftruing  his  com- 
mendation into  flattery.  But  who  would 
have  fuppofed,  faid  he,  Franklin  to  be 
capable  of  fuch  a compofition  ? What 
painting,  what  energy,  what  fire!  He 
has  furpaffed  the  original.  In  his  com- 
mon converfation  he  appears  not  to  have 
% choice  of  words ; he  hefitates,  and  is 
at  a lofs : and  yet,  good  God,  how  he 
writes ! 

At  our  next  meeting  Ralph  difcovered 
the  trick  we  had  played  Ofborne,  who 
was  rallied  without  mercy. 

By  this  adventure  Ralph  was  fixed  in 
H 3 his 


I 


102  LIFE  OF 

his  refolution  of  becoming  a poet,  I left 
nothing  unattempted  to  divert  him  from 
his  purpofe  ; but  he  perfevered,  till  at  Lafh 
the  reading  of  Pope  * effe&ed  his  cure  : 
he  became,  however,  a very  tolerable 
profe  writer.  I lhall  fpeak  more  of  him 
hereafter ; but  as  I fliall  probably  have  no 
farther  occafion  to  mention  the  other  two, 
I ought  to  obferve  here,  that  Watfon  died 
a few  years  after  in  my  arms..  Pie  was 
greatly  regretted  ; for  he  was  the  belt  of 
our  fociety.  Ofborne  went  to  the  iflands, 
where  he  gained  confiderable  reputation 
as  a barrifter,  and  was  getting  money  ; 
but  he  died  young.  We  had  ferioufly 
engaged,  that  whoever  died  firft  fhould 
return,  if  poffible,  and  pay  a friendly 
vifit  to  the  furvivor,  to  give  him  an  ac- 
count of  the  other  world  j but  he  has 
never  fulfilled  his  engagement. 

* Probably  the  Dunciad,  where  we  find  him  thus 
immortalifed  by  the  author: 

Silence,  ye  wolves,  while  Ralph  to  Cynthia  howls, 
And  makes  night  hideous  : anfwer  him,  ye  owls ! 

The 
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The  governor  appeared  to  be  fond  of 
my  company,  and  frequently  invited  me 
to  his  houfe.  He  always  fpoke  of  his 
intention  of  fettling  me  in  bufmefs,  as  a 
point  that  was  decided.  I was  to  take 
with  me  letters  of  recommendation  to  a 
number  of  his  friends  ; and  particularly 
a letter  of  credit,  in  order  to  obtain  the 
necelfary  fum  for  the  purchafe  of  my 
prefs,  types,  and  paper.  He  appointed 
various  times  for  me  to  come  for  thefe 
letters,  which  would  certainly  be  ready  j 
and,  when  1 came,  always  put  me  off  to 
another  day. 

Thefe  fucceflive  delays  continued  till 
the  veffel,  whofe  departure  had  been 
feveral  times  deferred,  was  on  the  point 
of  fetting  fail ; when  I again  went  to  Sir 
William’s  houfe  to  receive  my  letters 
and  take  leave  of  him.  I faw  his  fe- 
cretary,  Dr.  Bard,  who  told  me  that 
>-the  governor  was  extremely  bufy  writ- 
ing, but  that  he  would  be  down  at 
H 4 Ncwcaflle 
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Newcaftle  before  the  veffel,  and  that 
the  letters  would  be  delivered  to  me 
there. 

Ralph,  though  he  was  married  and 
had  a child,  determined  to  accompany 
me  in  this  voyage.  His  object  was  fup- 
pofed  to  be  the  eftabli filing  acorref'pond- 
ence  with  fome  mercantile  houfes,  in  on- 
der  to  fell  goods  by  cominiflion ; but  I 
afterwards  learned,  that  having  reafon 
to  be  diffatisfied  with  the  parents  of  his 
wife,  he  propofed  to  himfelf  to  leave 
her  on  their  hands,  and  never  return  to 
America  again. 

Having  taken  leave  of  my  friends, 
and  interchanged  promifes  of  fidelity 
with-  Mils  Read,  I quitted  Philadelphia. 
At  Newcaftle  the  veffel  came  to  anchor. 
The  governor  was  arrived,  and  I went 
to  his  lodgings.  His  fecretary  received 
me  with  great  civility,  told  me  on  the 
part  of  the  governor  that  he  could  not 
fee  me  then,  as  he  was  engaged  in  affairs 
of  the  utmofl  importance,  but  that  he 
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would  fend  the  letters  owboard,  and  that 
he  wifhed  me,  with  all  his  heart,  a good 
voyage  and  fpeedy  return.  I returned, 
fomewhat  aftonifhed,  to  the  fhip,  but 
{till  without  entertaining  the  flighted 
fufpicion. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  a celebrated  barrifter 
of  Philadelphia,  had  taken  a paflage  to 
England  for  hiinfelf  and  his  fon,  and,  in 
conjunction  with  Mr.  Denham  a quaker, 
and  Meflrs.  Oniam  and  Ruflel,  propri- 
etors of  a forge  in  Maryland,  had  agreed 
for  the  whole  cabin,  fo  that  Ralph  and  I 
were  obliged  to  take  up  our  lodging  with 
the  crew.  Being  unknown  to  every- 
body in  the  fhip,  we_  were  looked  upon 
a3  of  the  common  order  of  people  : but 
Mr.  Hamilton  and  his  fon  (it  was  James, 
who  was  afterwards  governor)  ieft  us  at 
Newcaftle,  and  returned  to  Philadelphia, 
whither  he  was  recalled,  at  a very  great 
expence,  to  plead  the  caufe  of  a veffei 
that  had  been  feized  ; and  juft  a&  we 
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were  aboyt  to  fail  colonel  French  came 
on  board^  and  .(hewed  me  many  civili- 
ties. The  paffengers  upon  this  paid  me 
more  attention,  and  I was  invited,  toge- 
ther with  my  friend  Ralph,  to  occupy 
the  place  in  the  cabin  which  the  return 
of  the  'Mr.  Hamiltons  had  made  va- 
cant ; an  offer  which  we  very  readily 
accepted. 

Having  learned  that  the  difpatches  of 
the  governor  had  been  brought  on  board 
by  colonel  French,  1 afked  the  captain  for 
the  letters  that  were  to  be  entrufted  to 
my  care.  Fie  told  me  that  they  were  all 
put  together  in  the  bag,  which  he  could 
not  open  at  prefent ; but  before  we 
reached  England,  he  would  give  me  an 
opportunity  of  taking  them  out.  I was 
fatisfied  with  this  anfwer,  and  we  purfued 
our  voyage. 

The  company  in  the  cabin  were  all 
very  fociable,  and  we  were  perfectly  well 
off  as  to  provifions,  as  we  had  the  advan- 
tage 
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tage  of  the  whole  of  Mr.  Hamilton’s, 
who  had  laid  in  a very  plentiful  flock. 
During  the  paffage  Mr.  Denham  con- 
tracted a friendfhip  for  me,  which  ended 
only  with  his  life  ; in  other  refpe&s  the 
voyage  was  by  no  means  an  agreeable 
one,  as  we  had  much  bad  weather. 

When  w'e  arrived  in  the  river,  the  cap- 
tain was  as  good  as  his  word,  and  allow- 
ed me  to  fearch  in  the  bag  for  the  gover- 
nor’s letters.  I could  not  find  a fingle 
one  with  my  name  written  on  it,  as  com- 
mitted to  my  care ; but  I fele&ed  fix  or 
feven,  which  I judged  from  the  direction 
to  be  thofe  that  were  intended  for  me ; 
particularly  one  to  Mr.  Bafket  the 
king’s  printer,  and  another  to  a fiationer, 
who  was  the  firft  perfon  I called  upon. 
I delivered  him  the  letter  as  coming 
from  governor  Keith.  “ 1 have  no 
“ acquaintance  (faid  he)  with  any  fuch 
“ perfon  j”  and  opening  the  letter,  “ Oh, 
44  it  is  from  Riddlefden  !”  he  exclaimed. 

“ I have 
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“ I have  lately  difcovered  him  to  be  a 
“ very  arrant  knave,  and  I wifh  to  have 
<e  nothing  to  do  either  with  him  or  his 
“ letters. ” He  inftantly  put  the  letter 
in  my  hand,  turned  upon  his  heel,  and 
left  me,  to  ferve  fome  cultomers. 

I was  aftonifhed  at  finding  thefe  let- 
ters were  not  from  the -governor.  Re- 
flecting, and  putting  circumftances  to- 
gether, 1 then  began  to  doubt  his  fince- 
rity.  I rejoined  my  friend  Denham,  and 
related  the  whole  affair  to  him.  He  let 
me  at  once  into  Keith’s  character,  told 
me  there  was  not  the  leaft  probability  of 
his  having  written  a Angle  letter  ; that  no 
one  who  knew  him  ever  placed  any  reli- 
ance on  him-,  and  laughed  at  my  credu, 
Jity  in  fuppofing  that  the  governor  would 
give  me  a letter  of  credit,  when  he  had 
no  credit  for  himfelf.  As  1 fhewed  fome 
uneafinefs  refpeCt'ing  what  ftep  I fhould 
take,  he  advifed  me  to  try  to  get  em- 
ployment in  the  houle  of  fome  printer. 
You  may  there,  laid  he,  improve  your, 

felf 
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felf  in  bufmefsj  and  you  will  be  able  to 
fettle  yourfelf  the  more  advantageoufly 
when  you  return  to  America. 

We  knew  already,  as  well  as  the 
llationer,  attorney  Riddlefden  to  be  a 
knave.  He  had  nearly  ruined  the  father 
of  Mifs  Read,  by  drawing  him  in  to  be 
his  fecurity.  We  learned  from  his  let- 
ter, that  he  was  fecretly  carrying  on  an 
intrigue,  in  concert  with  the  governor, 
to  the  prejudice  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  who‘ 
it  was  fuppofed  would  by  this  time  be  in 
Europe.  Denham,  who  was  Hamilton’s 
friend,  was  of  opinion  that  he  ought  to- 
be  made  acquainted  with  it  j and  in  re- 
ality, the  inhant  he  arrived  in  England, 
which  was  very  foon  after,  I waited  on 
him,  and,  as  much  from  good-will  to  him 
as  from  refentment  againll  the  governor, 
put  the  letter  into  his  hands.  He  thank- 
ed me  very  fincerely,  the  information  it 
contained  being  of  confequence  to  him  j 
and  from  that  moment  bellowed  on  me, 

his 
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his  friendfhip,  which  afterwards  proved 
on  many 'occafions  ferviceable  to  me. 

But  what  are  we  to  think  of  a gover- 
nor who  could  play  fo  fcurvy  a trick, 
and  thus  grofsly  deceive  a poor  young 
lad,  wholly  deftitute  of  experience  ? It 
was  a practice  with  him.  Wifhing  to 
pleafe  every  body,  and  having  little  to 
bellow,  he  was  lavilh  of  promifes.  He 
was  in  other  refpe&s  fenfible  and  judi- 
cious, a very  tolerable  writer,  and  a good 
governor  for  the  people ; though  not  fo 
for  the  proprietaries,  whofe  inftru&ions 
he  frequently  difregarded.  Many  of  our 
bell  laws  w'ere  his  work,  ar.d  eflablilhed 
during  his  adminiftration. 

Ralph  and  I were  infeparable  compa- 
nions. We  took  a lodging  together  at 
th r ee-and- fixpence  a wreek,  which  was  as 
much  as  we  could  afford.  He  met  with 
fome  relations  in  London,  but  they  were 
poor,  and  not  able  to  affid  him.  He  now, 
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for  the  firft  time,  informed  me  of  his  in- 
tention to  remain  in  England,  and  that 
he  had  no  thoughts  of  ever  returning  to 
Philadelphia.  He  was  totally  without 
money  ; the  little  he  had  been  able  to 
raife  having  barely  fufficed  for  his  paf- 
fage.  I had  flill  fifteen  piftolea  remain- 
ing ; and  to  me  he  had  from  time  to 
time  recourfe,  while  he  tried  to  get  em- 
ployment. 

At  fi rft,  believing  himfelf  poflefTed  of 
talents  for  the  flage,  he  thought  of  turn- 
ing aflor  ; but  Wilkes,  to  whom  he  ap- 
plied, frankly  advifed  him  to  renounce 
the  idea,  as  it  was  impoflible  he  fhould 
fucceed.  He  next  propofed  to  Roberts, 
a bookfeller  in  Paternoffer-row,  to  write 
a weekly  paper  in  the  manner  of  the 
Spe&ator,  upon  terms  to  which  Roberts 
would  not  liflen.  Laftly,  he  endea- 
voured to  procure  employment  as  a co- 
pyift,  and  applied  to  the  lawyers  and 
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ftationers  about  the  Temple;  but  he 
could  find  no  vacancy. 

As  to  myfelf,  I immediately  got  en- 
gaged at  Palmer’s,  at  that  time  a noted 
printer  in  Bartholomew  Clofe,  with  whom 
I continued  nearly  a yean  I applied 
very  affiduoufly  to  my  work ; but  I ex- 
pended with  Ralph  almofi:  all  that  I 
earned.  Plays,  and  other  places  of 
amufement  which  we  frequented  toge^ 
ther,  having  exhaufted  my  piftoles,  we 
lived  after  this  from  hand  to  mouth.  He 
appeared  to  have  entirely  forgotten  his 
wife  and  child,  as  1 alfo,  by  degrees, 
forgot  my  engagements  with  Mifs  Read, 
to  whom  1 never  wrote  more  than  one 
letter,  and  that  merely  to  inform  her  that 
I was  not  likely  to  return  foon.  This 
was  another  grand  error  of  my  life, 
which  I (hould  be  defirous  of  correcting 
were  I to  begin  my  career  again. 

1 was  employed  at  Palmer  s on  the 
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fecond  edition  of  Woolafton’s  Religion 
of  Nature.  Some  of  his  arguments  ap- 
pearing to  me  not  to  be  well  founded,  I 
wrote  a fmall  metaphyfical  treatife,  in 
which  I animadverted  on  thofe  palfages. 
It  was  entitled  A Diflertation  on  Liberty 
and  Neceffity,  Pleafure  and  Pain.  I de- 
dicated it  to  my  friend  Ralph,  and 
printed  a fmall  number  of  copies.  Pal- 
mer upon  this  treated  me  with  more  con- 
fideration,  and  regarded  me  as  a young 
man  of  talents  ; though  he  ferioufly  took 
me  to  talk  for  the  principles  of  my  pam- 
phlet, which  he  looked  upon  as  abo- 
minable. dhe  printing  of  this  work  was 
another  error  of  my  life. 

While  I lodged  in  Little  Britain  I 
formed  acquaintance  with  a bookfeller 
of  the  name  of  Wilcox,  whofe  lhop  was 
next  door  to  me.  Circulating  libraries 
were  not  then  in  ufe.  He  had  an 
immenfe  collection  of  books  of  all  forts. 

Vol.  I.  ' i We 
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»'We  agreed  that,  for  a reafonable  retrifeu5* 
tion,  of  which  I have  now  forgotten  the 
price,  I fliould  have  free  accefs  to  his  li- 
brary, and  take  what  books  I pleafed, 
which  I was  to  return  when  I had  read 
them.  I confidered  this  agreement  as  a 
very  great  advantage;  and  I derived  from 
, it  as  much  benefit  as  was  in  my  power. 

My  pamphlet  falling  into  the  hands. of 
a furgeon,  of  the  name  of  Lyons,  author 
of  a book  entitled  Infallibility  of  Human 
Judgment,  was  the  occafion  of  a consi- 
derable intimacy  between  us^  He  ex.- 
preffed  great  efleem  for  me,  came  fre- 
quently to  fee  me,  in  order  to  converfe 
upon  metaphyfical  fubje&s,  and  intro- 
duced me  to  Dr.  Mandeville,  author  of 
the  Fable  of  the  Bees,  who  had  inftituted 
a club  at  a tavern  in  Cheapfide,  of  which 

he  was  the  foul : he  was  a facetious  and' 

v*  « 

very  amufing  chara&er.  He  alfo  intro- 
duced me,  at  Batfon’s  coffee-houfe,  to 
Dr.  Pemberton,  who  promifed  to  give 
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hie  an  opportunity  of  feeing  Sir  Ifaac 
Newton,  which  I very  ardently  defired  j 
but  he  never  kept  his  word. 

I had  brought  forile  curiofities  with 
me  from  AmfeHca;  the  principal  of 
which  was  a purfe  made  of  the  albedos, 
which  fire  only  purifies.  Sir  Hans 
Sloane  hearing  of  it  called  upon  me,  and 
invited  me  to  his  houfe  in  Bloomlbury- 
fquare,  where,  after  fhewing  me  every 
thing  that  was  curious,  he  prevailed  on 
me  to  add  this  piece  to  his  colle&ion  5 
for  which  he  paid  me  very  handfomely. 

There  lodged  in  the  fame  houfe  with 
us  a young  woman,  a milliner,  who  had 
a {hop  by  the  fide  of  the  Exchange- 
Lively  and  fenfible,  and  having  received 
an  education  fomewhat  above  her  rank, 
her  converfation  was  very  agreeable. 
Ralph  read  plays  to  her  every  evening. 
They  became  intimate.  She  took  an- 
other lodging,  and  he  followed  her. 
They  lived  for  fome  time  together  ; but 
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Ralph  being  without  employment,  flic 
having  a child,  and  the  profits  of  her  bu- 
finefs  not  fufhcing  for  the  maintenance 
of  three,  he  refolved  to  quit  London, 
and  try  a country  fchool.  This  was  a 
plan  in  which  he  thought  himfelf  likely 
to  fucceed,  as  he  wrote  a fine  hand,  and 

was  verfed  in  arithmetic  and  accounts. 

✓ 

But  confidering  the  office  as  beneath 
him,  and  expe&ing  fomc  day  to  make  a 
better  figure  in  the  world,  when  he 
fhould  be  afhamed  of  its  being  known 
that  he'had  exercifed  a profeffion  fo  little 
honourable,  he  changed  his  name,  and 
did  me  the  honour  of  afluming  mine. 
He  wrote  to  me  foon  after  his  departure, 
informing  me  that  he  was  fettled  at  a 
fjnall  village  in  Berkfhire.  In  his  letter 
he  recommended  Mrs.  T***,  the  milli- 
ner, to  my  care,  and  requeued  ananfwer, 
directed  to  Mr.  Franklin,  fchoolmafler 
at  N***. 

He  continued  to  write  to  me  fre- 
quently, 
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quently,  fending  me  large  fragments  of 
an  epic  poem  he  was  compofmg,  and 
which  he  requeued  me  to  criticife  and 
correct.  I did  fo,  but  not  without  en- 
deavouring to  prevail  on  him  to  re- 
nounce this  purfuit.  Young  had  juft 
publifhed  one  of  his  Satires.  I copied 
and  fent  him  a great  part  of  it;  in  which 
the  author  demonftrates  the  folly  of  cul- 
tivating the  Mufes,  from  the  hope,  by 
their  inftrumentality,  of  rifing  in  the 
world.  It  was  all  to  no  purpofe ; paper 
after  paper  of  his  poem  continued  to  ar- 
rive every  poll. 

Meanwhile  Mrs.  T**#,  having  loft,  on 
his  account,  both  her  friends  and  her  bu- 
finefs,  was  frequently  in  diftrefs.  In 
this  dilemma  Ihe  had  recourfe  to  me ; 
and  to  extricate  her  from  her  difficulties, 

I lent  her  all  the  money  1 could  fpare. 

I felt  a little  too  much  fondnefs  for  her. 
Having  at  that  time  no  ties  of  religion, 
and  taking  advantage  of  her  neceflitous  > 

I 3 fituadon, 
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fituation,  I attempted  liberties  (another 
error  of  my  life)  which  Ihe  repelled  with 
becoming  indignation.  She  informed 
Ralph  of  my  conduft  ; and  the  affair 
occafioned  a breach  between  us.  When 
he  returned  to  London,  he  gave  me  to 
underhand  that  he  confidered  all  the 
obligations  he  owed  me  as  annihilated 
by  this  proceeding ; whence  I concluded 
that  I was  never  to  expe£t  the  payment  of 
what  money  I had  lent  him,  or  advanced 
on  his  account.  I was  the  lefs  afflicted  ' 
at  this,  as  he  was  wholly  unable  to  pay 
me  j and  as,  by  lofing  his  friendlhip,  I 
was  relieved  at  the  fame  time  from  a 
very  heavy  burden. 

• 

I now  began  to  think  of  laying  by 
fome  money.  The  printing-houfe  of 
Watts,  near  Lincoln’s-Inn-Fields,  being 
a ftill  more  confiderable  one  than  that  in 
which  I worked,  it  was  probable  I might 
find  it  more  advantageous  to  be  employ- 
ed 
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cd  there.  I offered  myfelf,  and  was  ac- 
cepted j and  in  this  houfe  I continued  du- 
ring the  remainder  of  my  ftay  in  London. 

On  my  entrance  I worked  at  firft  as  a 
preffman,  conceiving  that  I had  need  of 
bodily  exercife,  to  which  I had  been  ac- 
cuftomed  in  America,  where  the  printers 
work  alternately  as  compofitors  and  at 
the  prefs.  I drank  nothing  but  water. 
The  other  workmen,  to  the  number  of 
about  fifty,  were  great  drinkers  of  beer. 

I carried  occafionally  a large  form  of 
letters  in  each  hand,  up  and  down  ftairsj, 
while  the  reft  employed  both  hands  to 
carry  one.  They  were  furprifed  to  fee„ 
by  this  and  many  other  examples,  that 
the  American  Aquatic , as  they  ufed  to 
call  me,  was  ftronger  than  thofe  who 
drank  porter.  The  beer-boy  had  fuffi- 
cient  employment  during  the  whole  day  , 
in  ferving  that  houfe  alone.  My  fellow- 
preffman  drank  every  day  a pint  of  beer 
before  breakfaft,  a pint  with  bread  and 
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cheefe  for  breakfaft,  one  between  break- 
faft  and  dinner,  one  at  dinner,  one  again 
about  fix  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  and 
another  after  he  had  finiftied  his  day’s 
work.  This  cuftom  appeared  to  me 
abominable ; but  he  had  need,  he  faid,  of 
all  this  beer,  in  order  to  acquire  ftrength 
to  work. 

I endeavoured  to  convince  him  that 
the  bodily  ftrength  furnifhed  by  the  beer 
could  only  be  in  proportion  to  the  folid 
part  of  the  barley  dilfolved  in  the  water 
of  which  the  beer  was  compofed  ; that 
there  was  a larger  portion  of  flour  in  a 
penny  loaf ; and  that  confequently  if  he 
ate  this  loaf,  and  drank  a pint  of  water 
with  it,  he  would  derive  more  ftrength 
from  it  than  from  a pint  of  beer.  This 
reafoning,  however,  did  not  prevent  him 
from  drinking  his  accuftomed  quantity 
of  beer,  and  paying  every  Saturday  night 
a fcore  of  four  or  five  {hillings  a wreek 
for  this  curfed  beverage;  an  expence 

from 
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from  which  I was  wholly  exempt.  Thus 
do  thefe  poor  devils  continue  all  their 
lives  in  a hate  of  voluntary  wretchednefs 
and  poverty. 

At  the  end  of  a few  weeks,  Watts 
having  occafion  for  me  above  flairs  as  a 
compofitor,  I quitted  the  prefs.  The 
compofitors  demanded  of  me  ga'rnifh- 
money  afrefh.  This  I confidered  as  an 
impofition,  having  already  paid  below. 
The  mafler  was  of  the  fame  opinion,  and 
defired  me  not  to  comply.  I thus  re- 
mained two  or  three  weeks  out  of  the 
fraternity.  I was  confequently  looked 
upon  as  excommunicated  ; and  when- 
ever I w^as  abfent,  no  little  trick  that 
malice  could  fugged  was  left  unpradtifed 
upon  me.  I found  my  letters  mixed,  my 
pages  tranfpofed,  my  matter  broken, 
&c.  &c.  all  which  was  attributed  to  the 
ipirit  that  haunted  the  chapel  #,  and 

* Printing-houfes  in  general  are  thus  denomi- 
nated by  the  workmen  : the  fpirit  they  call  by  the 
pame  of  Ralph, 
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tormented  thofe  -who  were  not  regularly 
admitted.  I was  at  lad  obliged  to  fub- 
mit  to  pay,  notwithftanding  the  protec- 
tion of  the  mader  ; convinced  of  the 
folly  of  not  keeping  up  a good  under- 
ftanding  with  thofe  among  whom  we  are 
dedined  to  live. 

After  this  1 lived  in  the  utmod  har- 
mony with  my  fellow-labourers,  and 
foon  acquired  confiderable  influence 
among  them.  I propofed  fome  altera- 
tions in  the  laws  of  the  chapel,  which  l 
carried  without  oppofition.  My  ex- 
ample prevailed  with  feveral  or  them  to 
renounce  their  abominable  practice  or 
bread  and  cheefe  with  beer  j and  they 
procured,  like  me,  from  a neighbouring 
houfe,  a good  bafon  of  warm  gruel,  in 
which  was  a fmall  flice  of  butter,  with 
loaded  bread  and  nutmeg.  This  was  a 
much  better  breakfad,  which  did  not 
cod  more  than  a pint  of  beer,  namely* 

three-halfpence,  and  at  the  fame  time 

preserved 
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preferved  the  head  clearer.  Thofe  who 
continued  to  gorge  themfelves  with  beer, 
often  loft  their  credit  with  the  publican, 
from  negle&ing  to  pay  their  fcore.  They 
had  then  recourfe  to  me,  to  become  fe- 
curity  for  them ; their  light,  as  they 
ufed  to  call  it,  being  out.  I attended  at 
the  pay-table  every  Saturday  evening,  to 
take  up  the  little  firm  which  I had  made 
myfelf  anfwerable  for  ; and  which  fome- 
times  amounted  to  nearly  thirty  {hillings 
a-week. 

This  circumftance,  added  to  my  re- 
putation of  being  a tolerably  good  gab- 
ber, or,  in  other  words,  fkilful  in  the  art 
of  burlefque,  kept  up  my  importance 
in  the  chapel.  I had.  befides  recom- 
mended myfelf  to  the  efteem  of  my 
mafter  by  my  afliduous  application  to 
bufinefs,  never  obferving  Saint  Monday. 
My  extraordinary  quicknefs  in  com. 
poftng  always  procured  me  fuch  work  as 
^as  moft  urgent,  and  which  is  com- 
monly 
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monly  beft  paid  j and  thus  my  time 

puffed  away  in  a very  pleafant  manner. 

\ 

My  lodging  in  Little  Britain  being 
too  far  from  the  printing-houfe,  I took 
another  in  Duke-ftreet,  oppofite  the  Ro- 
man Catholic  chapel.  It  was  at  the 
back  of  an  Italian  warehoufe.  The 
houfe  was  kept  by  a widow,  who  had  a 
daughter,  a fervant,  and  a fhop-boy; 
but  the  latter  flept  out  of  the  houfe. 
After  fending  to  the  people  with  whom 
I lodged  in  Little  Britain,  to  enquire  into 
my  character,  Ihe  agreed  to  take  me  in 
at  the  fame  price,  three-and-fixpence  a- 
week  ; contenting  herfelf,  fhe  faid,  with 
fo  little,  becaufe  of  thefecurity  fhe  fhould 
derive,  as  they  were  all  women,  from 
having  a man  lodge  in  the  houfe. 

She  was  a woman  rather  advanced  in 
life,  the  daughter  of  a clergyman.  She 
had  been  educated  a Proteftant ; but  her 
Jiuiband,  whofe  memory  fhe  highly  re- 
vered^ 
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rered,  had  converted  her  to  the  Catholic 
religion.  She  had  lived  in  habits  of  in- 
timacy with  perfons  of  diftinftion ; of 
whom  fhe  knew  various  anecdotes  as  far 
back  as  the  time  of  Charles  II.  Being 
fubjed  to  fits  of  the  gout,  which  often 
confined  her  to  her  room,  fhe  was 
fometimes  difpofed  to  fee  company. 
Hers  was  fo  amufing  to  me,  that  I was 
glad  to  pafs  the  evening  with  her  as 
often  as  fhe  defired  it.  Our  fupper  con- 
fided only  of  half  an  anchovy  a-piece, 
upon  a flice  of  bread  and  butter,  with 
half  a pint  of  ale  between  us.  But  the 
entertainment  was  in  her  converfation. 

The  early  hours  I kept,  and  the  little 
trouble  I occafioned  in  the  family,  made 
her  loth  to  part  with  me ; and  when'  I 
mentioned  another  lodging  I had  found, 
nearer  the  printing-houfe,  at  two  {hil- 
lings a week,  which  fell  in  with  my  plan 
of  laving,  fhe  perfuaded  me  to  give  it 
up,  making  herfelf  an  abatement  of 

two 
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two  {hillings : and  thus  I continued  tc? 
lodge  with  her,  during  the  remainder  of 
my  abode  in  London,  at  eighteen-pence 
a-week. 

In  a garret  of  the  houfe  there  lived,  in 
the  mod  retired  manner,  a lady  feventy 
years  of  age,  of  whom  I received  the 
following  account  from  my  landlady. 
She  was  a Roman  Catholic.  In  her 
early  years  file  had  been  fent  to  the  con- 
tinent, and  entered  a convent  with  the 
defign  of  becoming  a nun  ; but  the  cli- 
mate not  agreeing  with  her  conftitution, 
{he  was  obliged  to  return  to  England, 
where,  as  there  -were  no  monafteries,  {he 
made  a vow  to  lead  a monadic  life,  in 
as  rigid  a manner  as  circumftances  would 
permit.  She  accordingly  difpofed  of 
all  her  property  to  be  applied  to  cha- 
ritable ufes,  referving  to  herfelf  only 
twelve  pounds  a-year  ; and  of  this  fmalf  , 
pittance  {he  gave  a part  to  the  poor, 
living  on  water-gruel,  and  never  making 
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afe  of  fire  but  to  boil  it.  She  had  lived 
in  this  garret  a great  many  years,  with- 
out paying  rent  to  the  fuccefiive  Catho- 
lic inhabitants  that  had  kept  the  houfe  ; 
who  indeed  confidered  her  abode  with 
them  as  a bleffing.  A prieft  came  every 
day  to  confefs  her.  I have  afked  her, 
faid  my  landlady,  how,  living  as  fhe  did, 
fhe  could  find  fo  much  employment  for  a 
eonfeflor  ? To  which  fhe  anfwered,  that  it 
was  impoflible  to  avoid  vain  thoughts. 

I was  once  permitted  to  vifit  her.  She 
was  cheerful  and  polite,  and  her  conver- 
fadon  agreeable.  Her  apartment  was 
neat ; but  the  whole  furniture  confifted 
of  a mattrefs,  a table,  on  which  were  a 
crucifix  and  a book,  a chair,  which  fhe 
gave  me  to  fit  on,  and  over  the  mantle- 
piece  a pi&ure  of  St.  Veronica  difplaying 
her  handkerchief,  on  which  was  feen  th& 
miraculous  impreflion  of  the  face  of 
Chrift,  which  fhe  explained  to  me  with 
great  gravity.  Her  countenance  was 

pale. 
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pale,  but  fhe  had  never  experienced  fick- 
nefs ; and  I may  adduce  her  as  another 
proof  how  little  is  fufficient  to  maintain 
life  and  health. 

At  the  printing-houfe  I contracted  an 
intimacy  with  a fenfible  young  man  of 
the  name  of  Wygate,  who,  as  his  pa- 
rents were  in  good  circumftances,  had 
received  a better  education  than  is  com- 
mon with  printers.  He  was  a tolerable 
Latin  fchclar,  fpoke  French  fluently, 
and  was  fond  of  reading.  I taught 
him,  as  well  as  a friend  of  his,  to  fwim, 
by  taking  them  twice  only  into  the 
river;  after  which  they  flood  in  need 
of  no  farther  afliflance.  We  one  day 
made  a party  to  go  by  water  to  Chel- 
fea,  in  order  to  fee  the  College,  and 
Don  Saltero’s  curiofmes.  On  our 
return,  at  the  requefl  of  the  com- 
pany, whofe  curiofity  Wygate  had  ex- 
cited, I undreffed  myfelf,  and  leaped 

into 
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into  the  river.  I fwam  from  near  Chel- 
fea  the'whole  way  to  Blackfriars  Bridge, 
exhibiting,  during  my  courfe,  a variety 
of  feats  of  a&ivity  and  addrefs,  both 
upon  the  furface  of  the  water  as  well  as 
under  it.  This  fight  occafioned  much 
aftonifhment  and  pleafure  to  thofe  to 
whom  it  was  new.  In  my  youth  I took 
great  delight  in . this  exercife.  I knew, 
and  could  execute,  all  the  evolutions  and 
pofitions  of  Thevenot ; and  I added  to 
them  fome  of  my  own  invention,  in 
which  1 endeavoured  to  unite  graceful- 
nefs  and  utility.  I took  a pleafure  in 
difplaying  them  all  on  this  occafion,  and 
was  highly  flattered  with  the  admiration 
they  excited. 

Wygate,  befides  his  being  defirous  of 
perfe&ing  himfelf  in  this  art,  was  the 
more  attached  to  me  from  there  being, 
in  other  refpedls,  a conformity  in  our 
taftes  and  ftudies.  He  at  length  propofed 
to  me  to  make  the  tour  of  Europe  with 
Vol.  J.  K him, 
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him,  maintaining  ourfelves  at  the  fame 

time  by  working  at  our  profeflion.  I 

was  on  the  point  of  confenting,  when  I 

mentioned  it  to  my  friend  Mr.  Denham, 

% • 

with  whom  I was  glad  to  pafs  an  hour 
whenever  I had  leifure.  He  dHTuaded 
me  from  the  project,  and  advifed  me  to 
think  of  returning  to  Philadelphia,  which 
he  was  about  to  do  hrmfelf.  I mull  re- 
late in  this  plate  a trait  of  this  worthy 
man’s  character. 

He  had  formerly  been  in  bufmefs  at 
Briftolj  but  failing,  he  compounded  with 
his  creditors,  and  departed  for  America, 
where,  by  affiduoua  application  as  a 
merchant,  he  acquired  in  a few  years  a 
very  confiderable  fortune.  Returning  to 
England  in  the  fame  velfel  with  myfelf, 
as  I have  related  above,  he  invited  all 
his  old  creditors  to  a feaft.-  When  af- 
fembled,  he  thanked  them  for  the  rea- 
dinefs  with  which  they  had  received  his 
fmail  compofition  $ and,  while  they  ex- 
pected 
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peeled  nothing  more  than  a fimple  en- 
tertainment, each  found  under  his  plate, 
when  it  came  to  be  removed,  a draft 
upon  a banker  for  the  refidue  of  his  debt, 
with  intereft. 

He  told  me  that  it  was  his  intention 
to  carry  back  with  him  to  Philadelphia  a 
great  quantity  of  goods,  in  order  to  open 
a ftore ; and  he  offered  to  take  me  with 
him  in  the  capacity  of  clerk,  to  keep  his  , 
books  (in  which  he  would  inftrud  me), 
copy  letter's,  and  fuperintend  the  ftore. 
He  added,  that  as  foon  as  I had  ac- 
quired a knowledge  of  mercantile  tranf- 
a&ions,  he  would  improve  my  fituation, 
by  fending  me  with  a cargo  of  corn  and 
flour  to  the  American  iflands,  and  by 
procuring  me  other  lucrative  commif- 
fions ; fo  that,  with  good  management 
and  ceconomy,  I might  in  time  begin 
bufmefs  with  advantage  for  myfelf. 

I relifhed  thefe  propofals.  London 
began  to  tire  me ; the  agreeable  hours  I 
K 2 had 
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had  palled  at  Philadelphia  prefented 
themfelves  to  my  mind,  and  I wilhed  to 
fee  them  revive.  I confequently  en- 
gaged myfelf  to  Mr.  Denham,  at  a 
falary  of  fifty  pounds  a-year.  This  was 
indeed  lefs  than  I earned  as  a compo- 
fitor,  but  then  I had  a much  fairer  pro- 
fpedt.  I took  leave  therefore,  as  I be- 
lieved for  ever,  of  printing,  and  gave 
myfelf  up  entirely  to  my  new  occupa- 
tion, fpending  all  my  time  either  in 
going  from  houfe  to  houfe  with  Mr. 
Denham  to  purchafe  goods,  or  in  pack- 
ing them  up,  or  in  expediting  the  work- 
men, &c.  &c.  When  every  thing  how- 
ever was  on  board,  I had  at  lad  a few 
days  lei'ure. 

During  this  interval,  1 was  one  day 
fent  for  by  a gentleman,  whom  I knew 
only  by  name.  It  was  Sir  William 
Wyndham.  I went  to  his  houfe.  He 
had  by  fome  means  heard  of  my  per- 
formances between  Chelfea  and  Black- 

friars, 
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frfors,  and  that  I had  taught  the  art 
of  fwimming  to  Wygate  and  another 
young  man  in  the  courfe  of  a few 
hours.  His  two  fons  were  on  the  point 
of  fetting  out  on  their  travels ; he  was 
defirous  that  they  fhould  previoufly  learn, 
to  fwim,  and  offered  me  a very  liberal 
reward  if  I would  undertake  to  in(lru£t 
them.  They  w^ere  not  yet  arrived  in 
town,  and  the  flay  I fhould  make  myfelf 
was  uncertain  ; 1 could  not  therefore  ac- 
cept his  propofal.  I was  led  however  to 
fuppofe  from  this  incident,  that  if  I had 
wifhed  to  remain  in  London,  and  open 
a fwimming-fchool,  I fhould  perhaps 
have  gained  a great  deal  of  money. 
This  idea  flruck  me  fo  forcibly,  that, 
had  the  offer  been  made  fooner,  I fhould 
have  difmiffed  the  thought  of  returning 
as  yet  to  America.  Some  years  after, 
you  and  I had  a more  important  bufi- 
pefs  to  fettle  with  one  of  the  fons  of  Sir 
K 3 . William 
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William  W y ndham,  then  Lord  Egremont. 
But  let  us  not  anticipate  events. 

I thus  paffed  about  eighteen  months 
in  London,  working  almofl  without  in- 
termiflion  at  my  trade,  avoiding  all  ex- 
pence on  my  own  account,  except  go- 
ing now  and  then  to  the  play,  and  pur- 
chafing  a few  books.  But  my  frien4 
Ralph  kept  me  poor.  He  owed  me 
about  twenty-feven  pounds,  which  was 
fo  much  money  loft ; and,  when  confi- 
dered  as  taken  from  my  little  favings, 
was  a very  great  fum.  I had,  notwith- 
ftanding  this,  a regard  for  him,  as  he 
poflefied  many  amiable  qualities.  But 
though  I had  done  nothing  for  myfelf 
jn  point  of  fortune,  I had  increafed  my 
flock  of  knowledge,  either  by  the  many 
excellent  books  I had  read,  or  the  con- 
versation of  learned  and  literary  perfons 
with  whom  I was  acquainted. 
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We  failed  from  Gravefend  the  23d  of 
July  1726.  For  the  incidents  of  my 
voyage  I refer  you  to  my  Journal,  where 
you  will  find  all  its  circumftances  mi- 
nutely related.  We  landed  at  Philadel- 
phia on  the  nth  of  the  following  Oc- 
tober. 

Keith  had  been  deprived  of  his  office 
of  governor,  and  was  fucceeded  by  major 
Gordon.  I met  him  walking  in  the  ftreets 
as  a private  individual.  He  appeared  a 
little  afhamed  at  feeing  me,  but  paifed 
on  without  faying  any  thing. 

I fhould  have  been  equally  afhamed 
myfelf  at  meeting  Mifs  Read,  had  not  her 
family,  juftly  defpairing  of  my  return 
after  reading  my  letter,  advifed  her  to 
give  me  up,  and  marry  a potter,  of  the 
name  of  Rogers ; to  which  fhe  con- 
fented : but  he  never  made  her  happy, 
and  fhe  foon  feparated  from  him,  re- 
fufing  to  cohabit  with  him,  or  even  bear 
his  name,  on  account  of  a report  which 
K 4 prevailed. 
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prevailed,  of  his  having  another  wife. 
His  (kill  in  his  profeffion  had  feduced 
Mifs  Read’s  parents ; but  he  was  as  bad 
a fubjedt  as  he  was  excellent  as  a work- 
man. He  involved  himfelf  in  debt,  and 
fled,  in  the  year  1727  or  1728,  to  the 
Weft  Indies,  W’here  he  died. 

During  my  abfence  Keimer  had  taken 
a more  confiderable  houfe,  in  which  he 
kept  a fhop,  that  was  well  fupplied  with 
paper,  and  various  other  articles.  He 
had  procured  fome  new  types,  and  a 
number  of  workmen  ; among  whom, 
however,  there  was  not  one  who  was  good 
for  any  thing  j and  he  appeared  not  to 
want  bufmefs. 

Mr.  Denham  took  a warehoufe  in 
Water-flreet,  where  we  exhibited  our 
commodities.  I applied  myfelf  clofely, 
ftudied  accounts,  and  became  in  a fhort 
time  very  expert  in  trade.  We  lodged 
and  ate  together.  He  was  fmcerely  at- 
tached to  me,  and  atted  towards  me  as 

if 
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if  he  had  been  my  father.  On  my  fide, 

I refpecled  and  loved  him.  My  fituation 
was  happy  ; but  it  was  a happinefs  of  iio 
long  duration. 

Early  in  February  172 7,  when  I en- 
tered into  my  twenty-fecond  year,  we 
were  both  taken  ill.  I was  attacked 
with  a pleurify,  which  had  nearly  carried 
me  off ; 1 fuffered  terribly,  and  confi- 
dered  it  as  all  over  with  me.  I felt  in- 
deed a fort  of  difappointment  when  I 
found  nryfelf  likely  to  recover,  and  re- 
gretted that  I had  ftill  to  experience, 

* 

fooner  or  later,  the  fame  difagreeable 
fcene  again. 

I have  forgotten  what  was  Mr.  Den- 
ham’s diforder ; but  it  was  a tedious  one, 
and  he  at  laft  funk  under  it.  He  left 
me  a fmall  legacy  in  his  will,  as  a tefti- 
mony  of  his  friendship  ; and  I was  once 
more  abandoned  to  myfelf  and  the  wide 
world,  the  warehoufe  being  confided  to 

the 
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the  cate  of  the  teftamentary  executor, 
who  difrniffed  me. 

My  brother-in-law.  Holmes,  who  hap- 
pened to  be  at  Philadelphia,  advifed  me 
to  return  to  my  former  profeflion  j and 
Keimer  offered  me  a very  confiderable 
falary  if  I would  undertake  the  manage- 
ment of  his  printing-office,  that  he  might 
devote  himfelf  entirely  to  the  fuperin- 
tendance  of  his  fhop.  His  wife  and  re- 
lations in  London  had  given  me  a bad 
character  of  him ; and  I was  loth,  for 
the  prefent,  to  have  any  concern  with 
him.  1 endeavoured  to  get  employment 
as  a clerk  to  a merchant ; but  not  readily 
finding  a fituation,  I was  induced  to  ac- 
cept Keimer’s  propofai. 

The  following  were  the  perfons  I 
found  in  his  printing-houfe : 

Hugh  Meredith,  a Pennfylvanian, 
about  thirty-five  years  of  age.  He  had 
been  brought  up  to  hufbandry,  was 

honefh, 


DR*  FRANKLIN-  139 

honeft,  fenfible,  had  foma  experience, 
and  was  fond  of  reading  ; but  too  much 
additted  to  drinking. 

Stephen  Potts,  a young  ruftic,  juft 
broke  from  fchool,  and  of  ruftic  educa- 
tion, with  endowments  rather  above  the 
common  order,  and  a competent  portion 
of  underftanding  and  gaiety ; but  a little 
idle.  Keimer  had  engaged  thefe  two  at 
very  low  wages,  which  he  had  promifed 
to  raife  every  three  months  a {hilling  a 
week,  provided  their  improvement  in  the 
typographic  art  fhould  merit  it.  This  fu- 
ture increaie  of  wages  was  the  bait  he 
had  made  ufe  of  to  enfnare  them.  Me- 
redith was  to  work  at  the  prefs,  and  Potts 
to  bind  books,  which  he  had  engaged  to 
teach  them,  though  he  underftood  nei- 
ther himfelf. 

John  Savage,  an  Irifhman,  who  had 
been  brought  up  to  no  trade,  and  whofe 
fervice,  for  a period  of  four  years,  Kei- 
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mer  had  purchafed  of  the  captain  of 
a fhip.  He  was  alfo  to  be  a preff- 
man. 

George  Webb,  an  Oxford  fcholar, 
whofe  time  he  had  in  like  manner 
bought  for  four  years,  intending  him  for 
a compofitor.  I fhall  fpeak  more  of  him 
prefently. 

Laftly,  David  Harry,  a country  lad, 
who  was  apprenticed  to  him. 

I foon  perceived  that  Keimer’s  in- 
tention in  engaging  me  at  a price  fo 
much  above  what  he  was  accuftomed  to 
give,  was,  that  I might  form  all  thefe 
raw  journeymen  and  apprentices,  who 
fcarcely  coft  him  any  thing,  and  who, 
being  indentured,  would,  as  foon  as 
they  fhould  be  fufficiently  inftru&ed, 
enable  him  to  do  without  me.  1 never- 
thelefs  adhered  to  my  agreement.  I put 
the  office  in  order,  which  was  in  the  ut- 
piofl  confufion,  and  brought  his  people 

by 
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by  degrees  to  pay  attention  to  their 
work,  and  to  execute  it  in  a more  maf- 
terly  ftyle. 

It  was  lingular  to  fee  an  Oxford  fcho- 
lar  in  the  condition  of  a purchafed  fer« 
vant.  He  was  not  more  than  eighteen 
years  of  age;  and  the  following  are  the 
particulars  he  gave  me.  of  himfelf : Born 
at  Gloucefter,  he  had  been  educated  at  a 
grammar  fchool,  and  had  diftinguifhed. 
himfelf  among  the  fcholars  by  his  fupe- 
rior  ftyle  of  acting,  when  they  repre- 
fented  dramatic  performances.  He  was 
member  of  a literary  club  in  the  town  j 
and  fome  pieces  of  his  compofition,  in 
profe  as  well  as  in  verfe,  had  been  in- 
ferted  in  the  Gloucefter  papers.  From 
hence  he  was.  fent  to  Oxford,  where  he 
remained  about  a year ; but  he  was  not 
contented,  and  wifhed  above  all  things 
to  fee  London,  and  become  an  a£tor. 
At  length,  having  received  fifteen  gui- 
neas 
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neas  to  pay  his  quarter’s  board,  he  de- 
camped with  the  money  from  Oxford, 
hid  his  gown  in  a hedge,  and  travelled 
to  London.  There,  having  no  friend  to 
dired  him,  he  fell  into  bad  company, 
foon  fquandered  his  fifteen  guineas, 
could  find  no  way  of  being  introduced 
to  the  adors,  became  contemptible, 
pawned  his  clothes,  and  was  in  want  of 
bread.  As  he  was  walking  along  the 
ftreets,  almoft  famiffied  with  hunger,  and 
not  knowing  what  to  do,  a recruiting 
bill  was  put  into  his  hand,  which  offered 
an  immediate  treat  and  bounty  money  to 
whoever  was  difpofed  to  ferve  in  Ame- 
rica. He  inftantly  repaired  to  the  houfe 
of  rendezvous,  inlifted  himfelf,  was  put 
on  board  a (hip  and  conveyed  to  Ame- 
rica, without  ever  writing  a line  to  in- 
form his  parents  what  was  become  of 
him.  His  mental  vivacity,  and  good 
natural  difpofition,  made  him  an  excel* 
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lent  companion  ; but  he  was  indolent, 
thoughtlefs,  and  to  the  lad  degree  im- 
prudent. 

John,  the  Irifhman,  foon  ran  away. 

I began  to  live  very  agreeably  with  the 
red.  They  refpe&ed  me,  and  the  more 
fo  as  they  found  Keimer  incapable  of 
indru&ing  them,  and  as  they  learned 
fomething  from  me  every  day.  We 
never  worked  on  a Saturday,  it  being 
Keimer’s  Sabbath  ; fo  that  I had  two 
days  a week  for  reading. 

I increafed  my  acquaintance  with  per- 
fons  of  knowledge  and  information  in 
the  town.  Keimer  himfelf  treated  me 
with  great  civility  and  apparent  edeem  5 
and  I had  nothing  to  give  me  uneafmefs 
but  my  debt  to  Vernon,  which  I was  un- 
able to  pay,  my  favings  as  yet  being  very  ' 
little.  He  had  the  goodnefs,  however, 
not  to  afk  me  for  the  money. 

Our  prefs  was  frequently  in  want  of 
the  neceffary  quantity  of  letter ; and  there 

was 
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was  ho  fuch  trade  as  that  of  letter* 
founder  in  America.  I had  feen  the 
pradtice  of  this  art  at  the  houfe  of  James, 
in  London  ; but  had  at  the  time  paid  it 
very  little  attention.  I however  con- 
trived to  fabricate  a mould.  I made  ufe 
of  fuch  letters  as  we  had  for  punches, 
founded  new  letters  of  lead' in  matrices 
of  clay,  and  thus  fupplied,  in  a tolerable 
manner,  the  wants  that  were  mod  prefl- 

'mS-  , . 

I alfo,  upon  occafion,  engraved  vari- 
ous ornaments,  made  ink,  gave  an  eye  to 
the  (hop  ; in  fhort,  I was  in  every  refpeft 
the  faftotum.  But  ufeful  as  I made 
myfelf,  I perceived  that  my  fervices  be- 
came every  day  of  lefs  importance,  in 
proportion  as  the  other  men  improved  ; 
and  when  Keirner  paid  me  my  fecond 
quarter’s  wages,  he  gave  me  to  under- 
ftand  that  they  were  too  heavy,  and  that 
he  thought  I ought  to  make  an  abate- 
ment. He  became  by  degree's  lefs  civil, . 
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and  affumed  more  the  tone  of  matter. 
He  frequently  found  fault*  was  difficult 
to  pleafe,  and  feemed  always  on  the  point  ' 
of  coming  to  an  open  quarrel  with  me. 

I continued,  however,  to  bear  it  pa- 
tiently, conceiving  that  his  ill-humour 
was  partly  occafioned  by  the  derange- 
ment and  embarraffment  of  his  affairs. 
At  laft  a flight  incident  broke  our  con- 
nection. Hearing  a noife  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, I put  my  head  out  at  the  win- 
dow to  fee  what  was  the  matter.  Keimer 
being  in  the  ftreet  obferved  me,  and  in 
a loud  and  angry  tone  told  me  to  mind 
my  work ; adding  fome  reproachful 
words,  which  piqued  me  the  more  as 
they  were  uttered  in  the  ftreet ; and  the 
neighbours,  whom  the  fame  noife  had 
attracted  to  the  windows,  were  witneffes 
of  the  manner  in  which  I was  treated. 
He  immediately  came  up  to  the  printing- 
room,  and  continued  to  exclaim  againft 
me.  The  quarrel  became  warm  on  both 
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ficles,  and  he  gave  me  notice  to  quit  him 
at  the  expiration  of  three  months,  as  had 
been  agreed  between  us ; regretting  that 
he  was  obliged  to  give  me  fo  long  a term. 
I told  him  that  his  regret  was  fuper- 
■fluous,  as  I was  ready  to  quit  him  iri- 
■ftantly  ; and  I took  my  hat  and  came 
out  of  the  houfe,  begging  Meredith  to 
take  care  of  fome  things  which  I left, 
and  bring  them  to  my  lodgings. 

Meredith  came  to  me  in  the  evening. 
'We  talked  for  fome  time  upon  the  quar- 
■rel  that  had  taken  place.  He  had  con- 
ceived  a great  veneration  for  me,  and 
.was  forry  I fhould  quit  the  houfe  while 
he  remained  in  it.  He  diifuaded  me 
;from-returning  to  my  native  country,  as 
I began  to  think  of  doing.  He  re* 
jininded  me  that  Keimer  owed  more  than 
fte  .pofleffed  ; that  his  creditors  began 
..to  be  alarmed  ; that  he  kept  his  fhop  in 
a wretched  ftate,  often  felling  things  at 
.prime  coft  for  the  fake  of  ready  money, 

and 
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and  continually  giving  'credit  without 
keeping  any  accounts  ; that  of  confe- 
quence  he  mud  very  foon  fail,  which 
would  occafion  a vacancy  from,  which  I 
might  derive  advantage.  I obje&ed  my 
want  of  mdney.  Upon  which  he  in- 
formed me  that  his  father  had  a very 
high  opinion  of  me,  and  from  a conver- 
fation  that  had  palfed  between  them,  he 
was  fure  that  he  would  advance  what- 
ever might  be  necefiary  to  eftablifh  us,' 
if  I was  willing  to  enter  into  partnerlhip 
with  him.  “ My  time  with  Keimer,” 
added  he,  “ will  be  at  an  end  next 
“ fpring.  In  the  mean  time  we  may 
“ fend  to  London  for  our  prefs  and 
“ types.  I know  that  I am  no  workman  j 
tc  but  if  you  agree  to  the  propofal,  your 
“ fkill  in  the  bufinefs  will  be  balanced 
“ by  the  capital  I Ihall  furnifh,  and  we 
<c  will  Ihare  the  profits  equally.5*  His 
propofal  was  reafonable,  and  I fell  in 
with  it.  His  father,  who  was  then  in  the 
L 2 town, 
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town,  approved  of  it.  He  knew  that  1 
had  fome  afcendency  over  his  fon,  as  I 
had  been  able  to  prevail  on  him  to  ab- 
ftain  a long  time  from  drinking  brandy; 
and  he  hoped  that,  when  more  clofely 
conne&ed  with  him,  I fhould  cure  him 
entirely  of  this  unfortunate  habit. 

I gave  the  father  a lift  of  what  it 
would  be  necefiary  to  import  from  Lon- 
don. He  took  it  to  a merchant,  and  the 
order  was  given.  We  agreed  to  keep 
the  fecret  till  the  arrival  of  the  materials, 
and  I was  in  the  mean  time  to  procure 
work,  if  poflible,  in  another  printing- 
houfe ; but  there  was  no  place  vacant, 
and  I remained  idle.  After  fome  days, 
Keimer,  having  the  expe&ation  of  being 
employed  to  print  fome  New-Jerfey 
money-bills,  that  would  require  types 
and  engravings  which  I only  could  fur- 
nifti,  and  fearful  that  Bradford,  by  en- 
gaging me,  might  deprive  him  of  this 
undertaking,  fent  me  a very  civil  mef- 
6 faffe. 
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fage,  telling  me  that  old  friends  ought 
not  to  be  difunited  on  account  of  a few 
words,  which  were  the  effect  only  of  a 
momentary  paflion,  and  inviting  me  to 
return  to  him.  Meredith  perfuaded  me 
to  comply  with  the  invitation,  particu- 
larly as  it  would  afford  him  more  oppor- 
tunities of  improving  himfelf  in  the  bu- 
fmefs  by  means  of  my  inftru&ions.  I did 
fo;  and  we  lived  upon  better  terms  than 
before  our  feparation. 

He  obtained  the  New-Jerfey  bufmefs  ; 
and  in  order  to  execute  it,  I conftru£ted 
a copper. plate  printing- prefs  ; the  firfl 
that  had  been  feen  in  the  country.  I 
engraved  various  ornaments  and  vig- 
nettes for  the  bills,;  and  we  repaired  to 
Burlington  together,  where  I executed 
the  whole  to  the  general  fatisfa&ion ; 
and  he  received  a fum  of  money  for  this 
work,  which  enabled  him  to  keep  his 
head  above  water  for  a eonfiderable  time 
longer. 

L 3 
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At  Burlington  I formed  acquaintance 
with  the  principal  perfonages  of  the  pro- 
vince ; many  of  whom  were  commif- 
fioned  by  the  aiTembly  to  fuperintend 
the  prefs,  and  to  fee  that  no  more  bills 
were  printed  than  the  law  had  prefcribed. 
Accordingly  they  were  conflantly  with 
us,  each  in  his  turn ; and  he  that  came 
- commonly  brought  with  him  a friend  or 
two  to  bear  him  company.  My  mind 
was  more  cultivated  by  reading  than 
Keimer’s ; and  it  was  for  this  reafon, 
probably,  that  they  fet  more  value  on 
my  converfation.  They  took  me  to 
their  houfes,  introduced  me  to  their 
friends,  and  treated  me  with  the  greatefl 
civility ; while  Keimer,  though  matter, 
faw  himfelf  a little  negle&ed.  He  was, 
in  fa&,  a ftrange  animal,  ignorant  of  the 
common  modes  of  life,  apt  to  oppofe 
with  rudenefs  generally  received  opi- 
nions, an  enthufiaft  in  certain  points  of 
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religion,  difguftingly  unclean  in  his  per- 
fon,  and  a little  knavifh  withal. 

We  remained  there  nearly  three 
months  ; and  at  the  expiration  of  this 
period  I could  include  in  the  lift  of  my 
friends.  Judge  Allen,  Samuel  Buftil, 
fecretary  of  the  province,  Ifaac  Pearfon, 
Jofeph  Cooper,  feveral  of  the  -Smiths!  all 
members  of  the  affembly,  and  Ifaac  De- 
con,  infpeftor-general.  The  laft  was  a 
fhrewd  and  fubtle  old  man.  lie  told  me, 
that,  when  a boy,  his  firft  employment 
had  been  that  of  carrying  clay  to. brick- 
makers  j that  he  did  not  learn  to  write 
till  he  was  fomewhat  advanced  in  life; 
that  he  was  afterwards  employed  as  an 
underling  to  a furveyor,  who  taught  him 
his  trade,  and  that  bv  induftry  he  had  at 
laft  acquired  a competent  fortune.  ce  I 
forefee,”  faid  he  one  day  to  me,  “ that 
you  will  foon  fupplant  .this  man,”  fpeak- 
ing  of  Keimer,  “ and  get  a fortune  in  the 
bufinefs  at  Philadelphia.”  He  was  wholly 
L 4 igno- 
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ignorant  at  the  time  of  my  intention  oi 
eftablifhing  myfelf  there,  or  any  where 
elfe.  Thefe  friends  were  very  ferviceable 
to  me  in  the  end,  as  was  I alfo,  upon  oo 
cafion,  to  fome  of  them  •,  and  they  have 
continued  ever  fince  their  efteem  forme. 

Before  I relate  the  particulars  of  my 
entrance  into  bufmefs,  it  may  be  proper 
to  inform  you  what  was  at  that  time  the 
ftate  of  my  mind  as  to  moral  principles, 
that  you  may  fee  the  degree  of  influence 
they  had  upon  the  fubfequent  events  of 
my  life. 

My  parents  had  given  me  betimes  re- 
ligious impreflions  ; and  I received  from 
my  infancy  a pious  education  in  the  prin- 
ciples of  Calvinifm.  But  fcarcely  was  I 
arrived  at  fifteen  years  of  age,  when,  after 
having  doubted  in  turn  of  different  te- 
nets, according  as  I found  them  com- 
bated in  the  different  books  that  I read, 

I began 
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I began  to  doubt  of  revelation  itfelf. 
Some  volumes  againft  deifm  fell  into  my 
hands.  They  were  faid  to  be  the  fub- 
ftance  of  fermons  preached  at  Boyle’s 
leCture.  It  happened  that  they  produced 
on  me  an  effeCt  precifely  the  reverfe  of 
what  was  intended  by  the  writers  ; for 
the  arguments  of  the  deifts,  which  were 
cited  in  order  to  be  refuted,  appeared  to 
me  much  more  forcible  than  the  refuta- 
tion itfelf.  In  a word,  I foon  became  a 
perfect  deift.  My  arguments  perverted 
fome  other  young  perfons ; particularly 
Collins  and  Ralph.  But  in  the  fequel, 
when  I recollected  that  they  had  both 
tifed  me  extremely  ill,  without  the 
fmalleft  remorfe  j whan  I confidered  the 
behaviour  of  Keith,  another  freethinker, 
and  my  own  conduct  towards  Vernon, 
and  Mifs  Read,  which  at  times  gave  me 
much  uneafinefs,  I was  led  to  fufpeCt  that 
this  dodtrine,  though  it  might  be  true, 
was  not  very  ufeful.  I began  to  enters 
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tain  a lefs  favourable  opinion  of  my 
London  pamphlet,  to  which  I had  pre- 
fixed as  a motto,  the  following  lines  of 
Dryden  ; 

Whatever  is,  is  right ; though  purblind  man 
Sees  but  a part  of  the  chain,  the  neared  link; 
His  eyes  not  carrying  to  the  equal  beam 
That  poifes  all  above — 

t 

and  of  which  the  objeft  was  to  prove, 
from  the  attributes  of  God,  his  goodnefs, 
wifdom,  and  power,  that  there  could  be 
no  fuch  thing  as  evil  in  the  world ; that 
vice  and  virtue  did  not  in  reality  exift, 
and  were  nothing  more  than  vain  diftinc- 
tions.  I no  longer  regarded  it  as  fo 
blamelefs  a work  as  I had  formerly  ima- 
gined ; and  I fufpe&ed  that  fome  error 
mull  have  imperceptibly  glided  into  my 
argument,  by  which  all  the  inferences  I 
had  drawn  from  it  had  been  aftedled,  as 
frequently  happens  in  metaphyfical  rea- 
fonings.  In  a word,  I was  at  lad  con- 
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vinced,  that  truth,  probity,  and  fmcerity, 
in  tranfa&ions  between  man  and  man, 
were  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  the 
happinefs  of  life ; and  I refolved  from 
that  moment,  and  wrote  the  refolution 
in  my  journal,  to  praftife  them  as  long 
as  I lived. 

Revelation  indeed,  as  fuch,  had  no 
influence  on  my  mind  ; but  I was  of  opi- 
nion that,  though  certain  actions  could 
not  be  bad  merely  becaufe  revelation 
prohibited  them,  or  good  becaufe  it  en- 
joined them,  yet  it  was  probable  that 
thole  a&ions  were  prohibited  becaufe 
they  were  bad  for  us,  or  enjoined  becaufe 
advantageous  in  their  nature,  all  things 
confidered.  This  perfuafion,  divine  pro- 
vidence, or  fome  guardian  angel,  and 
perhaps  a concurrence  of  favourable  cir- 
cupiltances  co-operating,  preferved  me 
from  all  immorality,  or  grofs  and  volun- 
tary injustice,  to  which  my  want  of  reli- 
gion was  calculated  to  expofe  me,  in  the 
\ - dangerous 
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dangerous  period  of  youth,  and  in  the 
hazardous  fituations  in  which  I fome- 
times  found  myfelf,  among  Grangers, 
and  at  a diftance  from  the  eye  and  ad- 
monitions of  my  father.  I may  fay  vo- 
luntary, becaufe  the  errors  into  which  I 
had  fallen,  had  been  in  a manner  the 
forced  refult  either  of  my  own  inex- 
perience, or  the  difhonefty  of  others. 
Thus,  before  I entered  on  my  new  ca- 
reer, I had  imbibed  folid  principles,  and 
a chara&er  of  probity.  I knew  their 
value;  and  I made  a folemn  engage- 
ment with  myfelf  never  to  depart  from 
them. 

I had  not  long  returned  from  Bur- 
lington before  our  printing  materials  ar- 
rived from  London.  I fettled  my  ac- 
counts with  Keimer,  and  quitted  him, 
with  his  own  confent,  before  he  had  any 
knowledge  of  our  plan.  We  found  a 

houfe  to  let  near  the  market.  We  took 

it; 
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it ; and  to  render  the  rent  lefs  burthen- 
fome  (it  was  then  twenty-four  pounds 
a-year,  but  I have  fince  known  it  let  for 
feventy),  we  admitted  Thomas  Godfrey* 
a glazier,  with  his  family,  who  eafed  us 
of  a confiderable  part  of  it ; and  with 
him  we  agreed  to  board. 

We  had  no  fooner  unpacked  ©ur  let- 
ters, and  put  our  prefs  in  order,  than  a 
perfon  of  my  acquaintance,  George 
Houfe,  brought  us  a countryman,  whom 
he  had  met  in  the  ftreets  enquiring  for  a 
printer.  Our  money  was  almoft:  ex- 
haufted  by  the  number  of  things  we  had 
been  obliged  to  procure.  The  five  {hil- 
lings we  received  from  this  countryman, 
the  firfi:  fruit  of  our  earnings,  coming 
fo  feafonably,  gave  me  more  pleafure 
than  any  fum  I have  fince  gained ; and 
the  recollection  of  the  gratitude  I felt  on 
this  occafion  to  George  Houfe,  has  ren- 
dered me  often  more  difpofed,  than  per- 
haps 
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haps  I fliould  otherwife  have  been,  ta 
encourage  young  beginners  in  trade. 

There  are  in  every  country  morofe 
beings,  who  are  always  prognofticating 
ruin.  There  was  one  of  this  ftamp  at 
Philadelphia.  He  was  a man  of  for- 
tune, declined  in  years,  had  an  air  of 
wifdorn,  and  a very  grave  manner  of 
fpeaking.  His  name  was  Samuel 
Mickle.  I knew  him  not  j but  he  flop- 
ped one  day  at  my  door,  and  afked  me 
if  I was  the  young  man  who  had  lately 
opened  a new  printing-houfe.  Upon 
my  anfwering  in  the  affirmative,  he  faid 
that  he  was  very  forry  for  me,  as  it  was 
an  expenfive  undertaking,  and  the  money 
that  had  been  laid  out  upon  it  would 
be  loft,  Philadelphia  being  a place  falling 
into  decay  ; its  inhabitants  having  all, 
or  nearly  all  of  them,  been  obliged  to 
call  together  their  creditors.  That  he 
knew,  from  undoubted  facts,  the  cir- 
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pofe  the  contrary,  fuch  as  new  build- 
ings, and  the  advanced  pric.e  of  rent,  to 
be  deceitful  appearances,  which  in  reality 
contributed  to  haflen  the  general  ruin; 
and  he  gave  me  fo  long  a detail  of  mif- 
fortunes,  actually  exifting,  or  which  were 
foon  to  take  place,  'that  he  left  me  ai- 
med: in  a hate  of  defpair.  Had  I' known 
this  man  before  I entered  into  trade,  I 
fhould  doubtlefs  never  have  ventured. 
He  continued  however  to  live  in  this 
place  of  decay,  and  to  declaim  in  the 
lame  ftyle,  refufmg  for  many  years  to 
buy  a houfe,  becaufe  all  was  going  to 
wreck  ; and  in  the  end  I had  the  fatisfac- 
ticn  to  fee  him  pay  five  times  as  much 
for  one  as  it  would  have  coft  him  had 
he  purchafed  it  when  he  firft  began  his 
lamentations. 

i 

I ought  to  have  related,  that,  during 
the  autufnn  of  the  preceding  year,  1 had 

united 


united  the  majority  of  well-informed  per- 
fons  of  my  acquaintance  into  a club> 
which  we  called  by  the  name  of  the 
Junto,  and  the  object  of  which  was  to 
improve  our  underftandings.  We  met 
every  Friday  evening.  The  regulations 
I drew  up,  obliged  every  member  to  pro- 
pofe,  in  his  turn,  one  or  more  queltions 
upon  fome  point  of  morality,  politics,  or 
philofophy,  which  were  to  be  difcuffed 
by  the  fociety  ; and  to  read,  once  in 
three  months,  an  eflay  of  his  own  com- 
pofition,  on  whatever  fubjeft  he  pleaf* 
ed.  Our  debates  were  under  the  direc- 
tion of  a prefident,  and  were  to  be  dic- 
tated only  by  a fincere  defire  of  truth  ; 
the  pleafure  of  difputing,  and  the  vanity 
of  triumph,  having  no  fliare  in  the  bufi- 
nefs ; and  in  order  to  prevent  undue 
warmth,  every  expreffion  which  implied 
obftinate  adherence  to  an  opinion,  and 
nil  direct  contradiftion,  were  prohibited, 
under  fmall  pecuniary  penalties. 


The 
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*The  firfl  members  of  our  club  were 
Jofeph  Breintnal,  whofe  occupation  was 
that  of  a fcrivener.  He  was  a middle- 
aged  man,  of  a good  natural  difpofition, 
ftrongly  attached  to  his  friends,  a great 
lover  of  poetry,  reading  every  thing  that 
came  in  his  way,  and  writing  tolerably 
well,  ingenious  in  many  little  trifles,  and 
of  an  agreeable  converfation. 

Thomas  Godfrey,  a fkilful,  though 
felf-taught  mathematician,  and  who  was 
afterwards  the  inventor  of  what  now  goes 
by  the  name  of  Hadley’s  quadrant:  but  he 
had  little  knowledge  out  of  his  own  line, 
and  was  infupportable  in  company,  al- 
ways requiring,  like  the  majority  of  ma- 
thematicians that  have  fallen  in  my  way, 
an  unufual  precifion  in  every  thing  that 
is  faid,  continually  contradicting,  or 
making  trifling  diftinCtions  j a fure  way 
of  defeating  all  the  ends  of  converfation. 
He  very  foon  left  us, 

Nicholas  Scull,  a furveyor,  and  who 
"Vol.  I.  M became 
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became  afterwards  furveyor  - general. 
He  was  fond  of  books,  and  wrote 
verfes. 

William  Parfons,  brought  up  to  the 
trade  of  a Ihoe-maker,  but  who,  having 
a tafte  for  reading,  had  acquired  a pro- 
found knowledge  of  mathematics,  lie 
firft  ftudied  them  with  a view  to  aftro- 
logy,  and  was  afterwards  the  firft  to 
laugh  at  his  folly.  He  alfo  became  fur- 
veyor-general. 

William  Mawgridge,  a joiner,  and 
very  excellent  mechanic ; and  in  other 
refpefis  a man  of  folid  underftanding. 

, Plugh  Meredith,  Stephen  Potts,  and 
George  Webb,  of  whom  I have  already 
fpoken. 

Robert  Grace,  a young  man  of  for- 
tune ; generous,  animated,  and  witty  ; 
fond  of  epigrams,  but  more  fond  of  his 
friends. 

And  laftly,  William  Coleman,  at  that 

time  a merchant’s  clerk,  and  nearly  of 

my 
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my  own  age.  He  had  a cooler  and 
clearer  head,  a better  heart,  and  more 
fcrupulous  morals,  than  almofl  any  other 
perfon  I have  ever  met  with.  He  be- 
- came  a very  refpe&able  merchant,  and 
one  of  our  provincial  judges.  Our 
friendfhip  fubfifled,  without  interrup- 
tion, for  more  than  forty  years,  till  the 
period  of  his  death ; and  the  club  conti- 
nued to  exifl  almofl  as  long. 

This  was  the  befl  fchool  of  politics 
and  philofophy  that  then  exifled  in  the 
province;  for  our  queflions,  which  were 
read  a week  previous  to  their  difcufllon, 
induced  us  to  perufe  attentively  fuch 
books  as  were  written  upon  the  fubjefts 
propofed,  that  we  might  be  able  to  fpeak 
upon  them  more  pertinently.  We  thus 
acquired  the  habit  of  converfing  more 
agreeably;  every  objeft  being  difcufTed 
conformably  to  our  regulations,  and  in  a 
manner  to  prevent  mutual  difgufl.  To 
this  circumflance  may  be  attributed  the 
M 2 . Jong 
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long  duration  of  the  club  ; which  I fliall 
have  frequent  occafion  to  mention  as  I 
proceed. 

I have  introduced  it  here,  as  being  one 
of  the  means  on  which  I had  to  count 
for  fuccefs  in  my  bufmefs ; every  mem- 
ber exerting  himfelf  to  procure  work  for 
us.  Breintnal,  among  others,  obtained 
for  us,  on  the  part  of  the  Quakers,  the 
printing  of  forty  fheets  of  their  hiftory ; 
of  which  the  reft  was  to  be  done  by 
Keimer.  Our  execution  of  this  work 
was  by  no  means  mafterly  ; as  the  price 
was  very  low.  It  v\as  in  folio,  upony>ro- 
patria  paper,  and  in  the  pica  letter,  with 
heavy  notes  in  the  fmalleft  type,  I com- 
pofed  a Iheet  a day,  and  Meredith  put  it 
to  the  prels.  It  was  frequently  eleven 
o’clock  at  night,  fometimes  later,  before 
I had  finished  my  diftribution  for  the 
next  day’s  talk ; for  the  little  things 
which  our  friends  occafionally  fent  us, 
kept  us  back  in  this  work : but  I was 
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£o  determined  to  compofe  a fheet  a day, 
that  one  evening,  when  my  form  was  im- 
pofed,  and  my  day’s  work,  as  I thought, 
at  an  end,  an  accident  having  broken  this 
form,  and  deranged  two  complete  folio 
pages,  I immediately  diflributed,  and 
compofed  them  anew  before  I went  to 
bed. 

This  unwearied  induftry,  which  was 
perceived  by  our  neighbours,  began  to 
acquire  us  reputation  and  credit.  I 
learned,  among  other  things,  that  our 
new  printing-houfe  being  the  fubjeft  of 
convention  at  a club  of  merchants,  who 
met  every  evening,  it  was  the  general 
opinion  that  it  would  fail ; there  being 
already  two  printing-houfes  in  the  town, 
Keimer’s  and  Bradford’s.  But  Dr. 
J3ard,  whom  you  and  I had  cccafion  to 
fee,  many  years  after,  at  his  native  town 
of  St.  Andrew’s  in  Scotland,  was  of  a dif- 
ferent opinion.  “ The  induftry  of  this 
c‘  Franklin  (faid  he)  is  fuperior  to  any 
M3  “ thing 
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<c  thing  of  the  kind  I have  ever  wit- 
“ neffed.  I fee  him  {fill  at  work  when 
<c  I return  from  the  club  at  night,  and 
<{  he  is  at  it  again  in  the  morning  before 
<c  his  neighbours  are  out  of  bed.”  This 
account  (truck  the  reft  of  the  affembly, 
and  (hortly  after  one  of  its  members 
came  to  our  houfe,  and  offered  to  fupply 
us  with  articles  of  ftationary ; but  we 
wiftted  not  as  yet  to  embarrafs  ourfelves 
with  keeping  a (hop.  It  is  not  for  the 
fake  of  applaufe  that  I enter  fo  freely 
into  the  particulars  of  my  induftry,  but 
that  fuch  of  my  defcendants  as  (hall  read 
thefe  memoirs  may  know  the  ufe  of  this 
virtue,  by  feeing  in  the  recital  of  my  life 
the  effects  it  operated  in  my  favour.  - 

, George  Webb,  having  found  a friend 
who  lent  him  the  neceffary  fum  to  buy 
out  his  time  of  Keimer,  came  one  day 
to  offer  himfelf  to  us  as  a journeyman. 
We  could  not  employ  him  immediately; 

but 
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but  I foolifhly  told  him,  under  the  rofe, 
that  I intended  fhortly  to  publifh  a new 
periodical  paper,  and  that  we  fhould  then 
have  work  for  him.  My  hopes  of  fuc- 
eefs,  which  1 imparted  to  him,  were 
founded  on  the  circumflance,  that  the 
only  paper  we  had  in  Philadelphia  at  that 
time,  and  which  Bradford  printed,  was  a 
paltry  thing,  miferably  conduced,  in  no 
refpecl  amufing,  and  which  yet  was  pro- 
fitable. I confequently  fuppofed  that  a 
good  work  of  this  kind  could  not  fail  of 
fuccefs.  Webb  betrayed  my  fecret  to 
Keimer,  who,  to  prevent  me,  immedi- 
ately publifhed  the  ProfpcPtus  of  a paper 
that  he  intended  to  inftitute  himfelf,  and 
in  which  Webb  was  to  be  engaged. 

I was  exafperated  at  this  proceeding, 
and,  with  a view  to  counteract  them,  not 
being  able  at  prefent  to  inflitute  my  own 
paper,  I wrote  fome  humorous  pieces  in 
Bradford’s,  under  the  title  of  the  Bufy 
M 4 Body ; 
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Body  * ; and  which  was  continued  fop 
feveral  months  by  Breintnal.  I hereby 
fixed  the  attention  of  the  public  upon 
Bradford’s  paper  ; and  the  Profpedus  of 
Keimer,  which  we  turned  into  ridicule, 
was  treated  with  contempt.  He  began, 
notwithftanding,  his  paper ; and  after 
continuing  it  for  nine  months,  having  at 
mod  not  more  than  ninety  fubfcribers, 
he  offered  it  me  for  a mere  trifle.  I had 
for  fome  time  been  ready  for  fuch  an 
engagement ; I therefore  inftantly  took 
it  upon  myfelf,  and  in  a few  years  it 
proved  extremely  profitable  to  me. 

I perceive  that  I am  apt  to  fpeak  in 
the  firft  perfon,  though  our  partnerfliip 
Hill  continued,  It  is,  perhaps,  becaufe, 
in  fact,  the  whole  bufinefs  devolved 

* A manufcript  note  in  the  file  of  the  American 
Mercury,  preferred  in  the  Philadelphia  library,  fays, 
that  Franklin  wrote  the  five  firft  numbers,  and  part 
pf  the  eighth, 

upon 
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upon  me.  Meredith  was  no  eompofitor, 
and  but  an  indifferent  preffman ; and  it 
was  rarely  that  he  abftained  from  hard 
drinking.  My  friends  were  forry  to  fee 
me  connected  with  him  ; but  I contrived 
to  derive  from  it  the  utmofl  advantage 
the  cafe  admitted. 

Our  firfl:  number  produced  no  other 
effedl  than  any  other  paper  which  had 
appeared  in  the  province,  as  to  type  and 
printing  ; but  fome  remarks,  in  my  pe- 
culiar flyle  of  writing,  upon  the  difpute 
which  then  prevailed  between  governor 
Burnet  and  the  Maffachufett  affembly, 
flruck  fome  perfons  as  above  medio- 
crity, caufed  the  paper  and  its  editors  to 
be  talked  of,  and  in  a few  w^eeks  induced 
them  to  become  our  fubfcribers.  Many 
others  followed  their  example  j and  our 
fubfcription  continued  to  increafe.  This 
was  one  of  the  firfl  good  effects  of  the 
pains  I had  taken  to  learn  to  put  my 
ideas  on  paper.  I derived  this  farther 

advantage 
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advantage  from  it,  that  the  leading  men 
of  the  place,  feeing  in  the  author  of  this 
publication  a man  fo  well  able  to  ufe  his 
pen,  thought  it  right  to  patronife  and 
encourage  me. 

The  votes,  laws,  and  other  public 
pieces,  were  printed  by  Bradford.  An 
addrefs  of  the  houfe  of  affembly  to  the 
governor  had  been  executed  by  him  in 
a very  coarfe  and  incorreft  manner.  We 
reprinted  it  with  accuracy  and  neatnefs, 
and  fent  a copy  to  every  member.  They 
perceived  the  difference  *,  and  it  fa 
ftrengthened  the  influence  of  our  friends 
in  the  affembly,  that  we  were  nominated 
its  printer  for  the  following  year. 

Among  thefe  friends  I ought  not  to 
forget  one  member  in  particular,  Mr, 
Hamilton,  whom  I have  mentioned 
In  a former  part  of  my  narrative, 
and  who  was  now  returned  from  Eng- 
land. He  warmly  interefled  himfelf 
for  me  on  this  occafion,  as  he  did 

likewife 
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likewife  on  many  others  afterwards; 
having  continued  his  kindnefs  to  me  till 
his  death. 

About  this  period  Mr.  Vernon  re- 
minded me  of  the  debt  I owed  him,  but 
without  prefling  me  for  payment.  I wrote 
a handfome  letter  on  the  occafion,  beg- 
ging him  to  wait  a little  longer,  to  which 
he  confented ; and  as  foon  as  I was 
able  I paid  him,  principal  and  intereft, 
with  many  expreflions  of  gratitude ; fo 
that  this  error  of  my  life  was  in  a manner 
atoned  for. 

But  another  trouble  now  happened  to 
me,  which  I had  not  the  fmallelt  reafon 
to  expect.  - Meredith’s  father,  who,  ac- 
cording to  our  agreement,  was  to  defray 
the  whole  expence  of  our  printing  mate- 
rials, had  only  paid  a hundred  pounds. 
Another  hundred  was  Hill  due,  and  the 
merchant,  being  tired  6f  waiting,  com- 
menced a fuit  againft  us.  We  bailed 
the  action,  but  with  the  melancholy 
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profpeCt,  that  if  the  money  was  not  forth- 
coming at  the  time'  fixed,  the  affair 
would  come  to  iffue,  judgment  be  put  in 
execution,  our  delightful  hopes  be  anni- 
hilated, and  ourfelves  entirely  ruined ; 
ns  the  type  and  prefs  muff  be  fold,  per- 
haps at  half  their  value,  to  pay  the  debt. 

In  this  diftrefs,  two  real  friends,  whofe 
generous  conduCt  I have  never  forgot- 
ten, and  never  fhall  forget  while  I re- 
tain the  remembrance  of  any  thing, 
came  to  me  feparately,  without  the 
knowledge  of  each  other,  and  without 
my  having  applied  to  either  of  them. 

' Each  offered  me  whatever  money  might 
be  neceffary,  to  take  the  bufinefs  into  mt 
own  hands,  if  the  thing  was  practicable, 
ns  they  did  not  like  I fhould  continue  in 
partnerfhip  with  Meredith,  who,  they 
faid,  was  frequently  feen  drunk  in  the 
ftreets,  and  gambling  at  ale-houfes, 
which  very  much  injured  our  credit. 
Thefe  friends  were  William  Coleman  and 

Robert 
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Robert  Grace.  I told  them,  that  while 
there  remained  any  probability  that  the 
Merediths  would  fulfil  their  part  of  the 
compact,  I could  not  propofe  a repara- 
tion ; as  1 conceived  myfelf  to  be  under 
obligations  to  them  for  what  they  had 
done  already,  and  were  ftill  difpofed  to 
do  if  they  had  the  power : but  in  the 
end,  fliould  they  fail  imtheir  engagement, 
and  our  partnerfhip  be  diffolved,  I 
fliould  then  think  myfelf  at  liberty  to 
accept  the  kindnefs  of  my  friends. 

Things  remained  for  fome  time  in  thts 
hate.  At  lafl  I faid  one  day  to  my  part- 
ner, “ Your  father  is  perhaps  diffatisfied 
with  your  having  a fliare  only  in' the  bu- 
finefsj  and  is  unwilling  to  do  for  two 
what  he  would  do  for  you  alone.  Tell 
me  frankly  if  that  be  the  cafe,  and  I will 
refign  the  whole  to  you,  and  do  for  my- 
felf as  well  as  I can.”—1 “ No  (faid  he),  my 
father  has  really  been  difappointed  in  his 
hopes ; he  is  not  able  to  pay,  and  I wifli 

to 
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to  put  him  to  no  farther  inconvenient. 
I fee  that  I am  not  at  all  calculated  for 
a printer  ; I was  educated  as  a farmer* 
and  it  was  abfurd  in  me  to  come  here,  at 
thirty  years  of  age,  and  bind  myfelf  ap- 
prentice to  a new  trade.  Many  of  my 
countrymen  are  going  to  fettle  in  North 
Carolina,  where  the  foil  is  exceedingly 
favourable.  I am  tempted  to  go  with 
them,  and  to  refume  my  former  occupa- 
tion. You  will  doubtlefs  find  friends 
who  will  aflift  you.  If  you  will  take 
upon  yourfelf  the  debts  of  the  partner* 
fhip,  return  my  father  the  hundred 
pounds  he  has  advanced,  pay  my  little 
perfonal  debts,  and  give  me  thirty 
pounds  and  a new  faddle,  I will  renounce 
the  partnerfhip,  and  confign  over  the 
whole  flock  to  you.” 

I accepted  this  propofal  without  hefi- 
tation.  It  was  committed  to  paper,  and 
figned  and  fealed  without  delay.  I gave 

him  what  he  demanded,  and  he  departed 
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foon  after  for  Carolina,  from  whence  he 
fent  me,  in  the  following  year,  two  long 
letters,  containing  the  bed  accounts  that 
had  yet  been  given  of  that  country,  as  to 
climate,  foil,  agriculture,  &c. ; for  he 
was  well.verfed  in  thefe  matters.  I pub* 
lifhed  them  in  my  newfpaper,  and  they 
were  received  with  great  faiisfaction. 

As  foon  as  he  was  gone  I applied  to 
my  two  friends  $ and,  not  wifhing  to  give 
a difobliging  preference  to  either  of 
them,  I accepted  from  each  half  what  he 
had  offered  me,  and  which  it  was  necef- 
fary  I fhould  have.  I paid  the  partner- 
fhip  debts,  and  continued  the  bufmefs 
on  my  own  account ; taking  care  to  in- 
form the  public,  by  advertifement,  of 
the  partnerfhip  being  diffolved.  This 
was,  I think,  in  the  year  1729,  or  there- 
about. 

Nearly  at  the  fame  period  the  people 
demanded  a new  emiflion  of  paper  mo- 
ney ; the  exifting  and  only  one  that  had 
6 taken 
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taken  place  in  the  province,  and  which 
amounted  to  fifteen  thoufand  pounds, 
being  foon  to  expire.  The  wealthy  in- 
habitants, prejudiced  againft  every  fort  of 
paper  currency,  from  the  fear  of  its  de- 
preciation, of  which  there  had  been  an 
inftance  in  the  province  of  New  Eng- 
land, to  the  injury  of  its  holders,  ftrongly 
oppofed  the  meafure.  We  had  difculfed 
this  affair  in  our  junto,  in  which  1 was 
on  the  fide  of  the  new  emiffion  ; con- 
vinced that! the  firft  fmall  fum  fabri- 
cated in  1723,  had  done  much  good  in 
the  province,  by  favouring  commerce, 
induftry  and  population,  fince  all  the 
houfes  were  now  inhabited,  and  many 
others  building  ; whereas  I remembered 
to  have  feen,  when  I firft  paraded  the 
ftreets  of  Philadelphia  eating  my  roll, 
the  majority  of  thofe  in  Walnut-ftreet, 
Second-ftreet,  Fourth-ftreet,  as  well  as  a 
great  number  in  Chefnut  and  other 
ftreets,  with  papers  on  them  fignifying 

that 
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that  they  were  to  be  let ; which  made 
me  think  at  the  time  that  the  inhabitants 
of  the  town  were  deferting  it  one  after 
another. 

Our  debates  niade  me  fo  fully  mailer 
of  the  fubjedt,  that  I wrote  and  publilhed 
an  anonymous  pamphlet,  entitled.  An 
Enquiry  into  the  Nature  and  Neceffity  of 
a Paper  Currency.  It  was  very  well  re- 
ceived by  the  lower  and  middling  clafs 
of  people  ; but  it  difpleafed  the  opulent, 
as  it  increafed  the  clamour  in  favour  of 
the  new  emiffioh.  Having,  however, 
ho  writer  among  them  capable  of  anfwer- 
ing  it,  their  oppbfition  became  lefs  vio- 
lent ; and  there  being  in  the  houfe  of 
affembly  a majority  for  the  meafure,  it 
pahed.  Ihe  friends  I had  acquired  in 
the  houfe,  perfuaded  that  I had  done  the 
country  efiential  fervice  on  this  occa- 
fion,  rewarded  me  by  giving  me  the 
printing  of  the  bills.  It  was  a lucrative 
employment,  and  proved  a very  feafon* 
Vol.  I.  N able 
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able  help  to  me ; another  advantage 
which  I derived  from  having  habituated 
myfelf  to  write. 

Time  and  experience  fo  fully  demon- 
ftrated  the  utility  of  paper  currency,  that 
it  never  after  experienced  any  confid en- 
able oppofition  ; fo  that  it  foon  amounted 
to  55,oool.  and  in  the  year  1739  to 
8o,oool.  It  has  fmce  rifen,  during  the 
lafl:  war,  to  350,0001.  trade,  buildings, 
and  population  having  in  the  interval 
continually  increafed : but  I am  now  con- 
vinced that  there  are  limits  beyond  which 
paper  money  would  be  prejudicial. 

I foon  after  obtained,  by  the  influence 
of  my  friend  Hamilton,  the  printing  of 
the  Newcaftle  paper  money,  another  pro- 
fitable work,  as  I then  thought  it  j little 
things  appearing  great  to  perfons  of  mo- 
derate fortune ; and  they  were  really 
great  to  me,  as  proving  great  encourage- 
ments. He  alfo  procured  me  the  print- 
ing of  the  laws  and  votes  of  that  govern- 
ment, 
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merit,  which  I retained  as  long  as  I con- 
tinued in  the  bufinefs. 

I now  opened  a fmall  ftationer’s  fliop. 
I kept  bonds  and  agreements  of  all 
kinds  drawn  up  in  a more  accurate 
form  than  had  yet  been  feen  in  that  part 
of  the  world  ; a work  in  which  I was 
aflifted  by  rrty  friend  Breintnal.  I had 
alfo  paper,  parchment, pafteboard,  books, 
he.  One  Whitemafh,  an  excellent 
compofitor,  whom  I had  known  in  Lon- 
don, came  to  offer  himfelf.  I engaged 
him j and  he  continued  conftantly  and 
diligently  to  work  with  me.  I alfo 
took  an  apprentice,  the  fon  of  Aquila 
Rofe. 

i 

I began  to  pay,  by  degrees,  the  debt 
I had  contracted  ; and,  in  order  to  in- 
jure my  credit  and  character  as  a tradef- 
man,.  I took  care  not  only  to  be  really 
induftrious  and  frugal,  but  alfo  to  avoid 
every  appearance  of  the  contrary.  I was 
N 2 plainly 
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plainly  dreffed,  and  never  feen  in  any 
place  of  public  amufement.  I never 
went  a-fifhing  or  hunting.  A book  in- 
deed enticed  me  fometimes  from  my 
work,  but  it  was  feldorn,  by  (lealth,  and 
occalioned  no  fcandal ; and  to  fhew  that 
I did  not  think  myfelf  above  my  pro- 
feffion,  I conveyed  home  fometimes  in  a 
wheelbarrow  the  paper  I purchafed  at  the 
warehoufes. 

I thus  obtained  the  reputation  of  be- 
ing an  induftrious  young  man,  and  very 
punctual  in  his  payments.  The  mer- 
chants who  imported  articles  of  flation- 
ary  folicited  my  cuftom  ; others  offered 
to  furnifh  me  with  books,  and  my  little 
trade  went  on  profperoufly. 

Meanwhile  the  credit  and  bufinefs  of 
Keimer  diminifhing  every  day,  he  was 
at  laft  forced  to  fell  his  flock  to  fatisfy 
his  creditors,  and  he  betook  himfelf  to 
Barbadoes,  where  he  lived  for  fome  time 
in  a very  impoverifhed  (late.  His  ap- 
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prentice,  David  Harry,  whom  I had  in- 
flru&ed  while  1 worked  with  Keimer, 
having  bought  his  materials,  fucceeded 
him  in  the  bufinefs.  I was  apprehen- 
five,  at  firft,  of  finding  in  Harry  a pow- 
erful competitor,  as  he  was  allied  to  an 
opulent  and  refpeflable  family  ; I there- 
fore propofed  a partnerfhip,  which,  hap- 
pily for  me,  he  rejefted  with  difdain. 
He  was  extremely  proud,  thought  himfelf . 
a fine  gentleman,  lived  extravagantly, 
and  purfued  atnufements  which  fuffered 
him  to  be  fcarcely  ever  at  home  ; of 
confequence  he  became  in  debt,  negle£t- 
ed  his  bufmefs,  and  bufinefs  negle&ed 
him.  Finding  in  a fhort  time  nothing 
to  do  in  the  country,  he  followed  Kei- 
mer to  Barbadoes,  carrying  his  print- 
ing materials  with  him.  There  the  ap- 
prentice employed  his  old  mafter  as  a 
journeyman.  They  were  continually 
quarrelling ; and  Harry  hill  getting  in 
debt,  was  obliged  at  laft  to  fell  his  prefs 
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and  types,  and  return  to  his  old  occupa? 
tion  of  hufbandry  in  Pennfylvania.  The 
perfon  who  purchafed  them  employed 
Keimer  to  manage  the  bufinefs ; but  he 
died  a few  years  after. 

I had  now  at  Philadelphia  no  compe- 
titor but  Bradford,  who,  being  in  eafy 
circumftances,  did  not  engage  in  the 
printing  of  books,  except  now  and  then 
as  workmen  chanced  to  offer  themfelves ; 
and  was  not  anxious  to  extend  his  trade. 
He  had,  however,  one  advantage  over 
me,  as  he  had  the  direction  of  the  poft- 
office,  and  was  of  confequence  fuppofed 
to  have  better  opportunities  of  obtaining 
news.  Idis  paper  was  alfo  fuppofed  to 
be  more  advantageous  to  advertifing  cuf- 
tomers  ; and  in  confequence  of  that  fup- 
pofition,  his  advertisements  were  much 
more  numerous  than  mine : this  was  a 
fource  of  great  profit  to  him,  and  difad- 
yantageous  to  me.  It  was  to  no  purpofe 
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that  I really  procured  other  papers,  and 
didributed  my  own,  by  means  of  the 
pod  ; the  public  took  for  granted  my  in- 
ability in  this  refpe£t  ; and  I was  indeed 
unable  to  conquer  it  in  any  other  mode 
than  by  bribing  the  pod-boys,  who 
ferved  me  only  by  dealth,  Bradford  be- 
ing fo  illiberal  as  to  forbid  them  This 
treatment  of  his  excited  my  refentment ; 
and  my  difgud  was  fo  rooted,  that,  when 
I afterwards  fucceeded  him  in  the  pod- 
office,  I took  care  to  avoid  copying  his 
example. 

I had  hitherto  continued  to  board  with 
Godfrey,  who,  with  his  wife  and  chil- 
dren, occupied  part  of  my  houfe,  and 
half  of  the  {hop  for  his  bufinefs  j at 
which  indeed  he  worked  very  little, 
being  always  abforbed  by  mathematics. 
Mrs.  Godfrey  formed  a wifh  of  marrying 
me  to  the  daughter  of  one  of  her  rela- 
tions. She  contrived  various  opportu- 
nities of  bringing  us  together,  till  flie 
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faw  that  I was  captivated ; which  was 
not  difficult,  the  lady  in  quedion  pof- 
feffing  great  perfonal  merit.  The  pa- 
rents encouraged  my  addrefles,  by  invit- 
ing me  continually  to  fupper,  and  leav- 
ing us  together,  till  at  lad  it  was  time  to 
come  to  an  explanation.  Mrs.  Godfrey 
undertook  to  negoiiate  our  little  treaty. ' 
I gave  her  to  underltand,  that  I ex- 
pedted  to  receive  with  the  young  lady 
a fum  of  money  that  would  enable  me 
at  lead  to  difcharge  the  remainder  of  my 
debt  for  my  printing  materials.  It  was 
th^n,  I believe,  liot  more  than  a hundred 
pounds.  She  brought  me  for  anfwer, 
that  they  had  no  fuch  fum  at  their  difpo- 
fal.  I obferved  that  it  might  eafily  be 
obtained,  by  a mortgage  on  their  houfe. 
The  reply  to  this  was,.' after  a few  days 
interval,  that  they  did  not  approve  of  the 
match  ; that  they  had  confulted  Brad- 
ford, and  found  that  the  bufinefs  of  a 
printer  was  not  lucrative ; that  my  let- 
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iers  would  foon  be  worn  out,  and  muft 
be  fupplied  by  new  ones ; that  Keimer 
and  Harry  had  failed,  and  that,  pro- 
bably, I fliould  do  fo  too.  Accordingly 
they  forbade  me  the  houfe,  and  the  young 
lady  was  confined.  I know  not  if  they 
had  really  changed  their  minds,  or  if  it 
was  merely  an  artifice,  fuppofing  our  af- 
fections to  be  too  far  engaged  for  us  to 
defift,  and  that  we  Ihould  contrive  to 
marry  fecretly,  which  would  leave  them 
at  liberty  to  give  or  not  as  they  pleafed. 
But,  fufp'eCting  this  motive,  I never  went 
again  to  their  houfe. 

Some  time  after  Mrs.  Godfrey  in- 
formed me  that  they  were  very  favour- 
ably difpofed  towards  me,  and  wilhed 
me  to  renew  the  acquaintance  ; but  I 
declared  a firm  refolution  never  to  have 
any  thing  more  to  do  with  the  family. 
The  Godfreys  exprefled  fome  refentment 
at  this ; and  as  we  could  no  longer  agree, 
they  changed  their  refidence,  leaving  me 
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in  pofieffion  of  the  whole  houfe.  I then 
refolved  to  take  no  more  lodgers.  This 
affair  having  turned  my  thoughts  to  mar- 
riage, I looked  around  me,  and  made 
overtures  of  alliance  in  other  quarters ; 
but  I foon  found  that,  the  profeffion  of  a 
printer  being  generally  looked  upon  as 
a poor  tradf,  I could  expert  no  money 
with  a wife,  at  lead  if  f wifhed  her  to 
pofiefs  any  other  charm.  Meanwhile, 
that  paffion  of  youth,  fo  difficult  to  go- 
vern, had  often  drawn  me  into  intrigues 
with  defpicable  women  who  fell  in  my 
way ; which  were  not  unaccompanied 
with  expence  and  inconvenience,  befides 
the  perpetual  rifle  of  injuring  my  health, 
and  catching  a difeafe  which  I dreaded 
above  all  things.  But  I was  fortunate 
enough  to  efcape  this  danger. 

As  a neighbour  and  old  acquaintance, 
1 had  kept  up  a friendly  intimacy  with 
the  family  of  Mifs  Read.  Her  parents 
had  retained  an  affe&ion  for  me  from  the 
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time  of  my  lodging  in  their  houfe.'  I 
was  often  invited  thither;  they  confulted 
me  about  their  affairs,  and  I had  been 
fo  me  times  ferviceable  to  them.  I was 
touched  with  the  unhappy  fituation  of 
their  daughter,  who  was  almoft  always 
melancholy,  and  continually  feeking  fo- 
Iitude.  I regarded  my  forgetfulnefs  and 
inconftancy,  during  my  abode  in  Lon- 
don, as  the  principal  caufe  of  her  misfor- 
tune ; though  her  mother  had  the  can- 
dour to  attribute  the  fault  to  herfelf, 
rather  than  to  me,  becaufe,  after  having 
prevented  our  marriage  previoufly  to  my 
departure,  fhe  had  induced  her  to  marry 
another  in  my  abfence. 

Our  mutual  affedlion  revived  ; but 
there  exifled  great  cbflacles  to  our  union. 
Her  marriage  Was  confidered,  indeed, 
as  not  being  valid,  the  man  having,  it 
was  faid,  a former  wife  ftill  living  in 
England ; but  of  this  it  was  difficult  to 
obtain  a proof  at  fo  great  a diftance ; 

and 
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and  though  a report  prevailed  of  his 
being  dead,  yet  we  had  no  certainty  of 
it ; and,  fuppofing  it  to  be  true,  he  had 
left  many  debts,  for  the  payment  of 
which  his  fucceflor  might  be  fued.  We 
ventured  neverthelefs,  in  fpite  of  all  thefe 
difficulties  ; and  I married  her  on  the 
firft  of  September  1730.  None  of  the 
incanveniencies  we  had  feared  happened 
to  us.  She  proved  to  me  a good  and 
faithful  companion,  and  contributed  ef- 
fentially  to  the  fuccefs  of  my  (hop.  We 
profpered  together,  and  it  was  our  mu- 
tual ffudy  to  render  each  other  happy. 
Thus  I corrected,  as  well  as  I could,  this 
great  error  of  my  youth. 

1 Our  club  was  not  at  that  time  efta- 
bliffied  at  a tavern.  We  held  our  meet- 
ings at  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Grace,  who  ap- 
propriated a room  to  the  purpofe.  Some 
member  obferv'cd  one  day,  that  as  our 
books  were  frequently  quoted  in  the 

courfe 
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courfe  of  our  difcuffions,  it  would  be 
convenient  to  have  them  collected  in 
the  room  in  which  we  affembled,  in 
order  to  be  confulted  upon  occahon ; 
and  that,  by  thus  forming  a com- 
mon library  of  our  individual  collec- 
tions, each  would  have  the  advantage  of 
-ufing  the  books  of  all  the  other  mem- 
bers, which  would  nearly  be  the  fame 
as  if  he  poffefled  them  all  himfelf.  The 
idea  was  approved,  and  we  accordingly- 
brought  fuch  books  as  we  thought  we 
could  fpare,  which  were  placed  at  the 
end  of  the  club-room.  They  amounted 
not  to  fo  many  as  we  expe&ed  ; and 
though  we  made  confiderable  ufe  of 
them,  yet  fome  inconveniencies  refulting, 
from  want  of  care,  it  w^as  agreed,'  aftet 
about  a year,  to  deflroy  the  colle&Ion ; 
and  each  took  away  fuch  books  as  be- 
longed to  him. 

It  was  now  that  I firft  darted  the  idea 
of  eftablilhing,  by  fubfcription,  a public 
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library.  I drew  up  the  propofals,  had 

. 

them  ingrofTed  in  form  by  Brockden  the 

attorney,  and  my  project  fucceeded,  as 

will  be  feen  in  the  fequel  * * * * 

********** 

[The  life  of  Dr.  Franklin,  as  writterl 
by  himfelf,  fo  far  as  it  has  yet  been  com- 
municated to  the  world,  breaks  off  ill 
this  place.  We  underftand  that  it  was 
continued  by  him  fomewhat  farther^ 
and  we  hope  that  the  remainder  will, 
at  fome  future  period,  be  communi- 
cated to  the  public.  We  have  no  he- 
fitation  in  fuppofing  that  every  reader 
will  find  himfelf  greatly  interefted  by  the 
frank  fimplicity  and  the  philofophical 
difcernment  by  which  thefe  pages  are 
fo  eminently  chara&erifed.  We  have 
therefore  thought  proper,  in  order  as 
much  as  poflible  to  relieve  his  regret,  to 
fubjoin  the  following  continuation,  by 
one  of  the  dottor’s  intimate  friends.  It 
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is  extracted  from  an  American  periodical 
publication,  and  was  written  by  the  late 
Dr.  Stuber  # of  Philadelphia.] 


promotion  of  literature  had  been 
little  attended  to  in  Pennfylvania. 
Moft  of  the  inhabitants  were  too  much 
immerfed  in  bufmefs  to  think  of  fcientifie 
purfuits  > and  thofe  few,  whofe  inclina- 
tions led  them  to  ftudy,  found  it  difficult 
to  gratify  them,  from  the  want  of  fuffi- 
ciently  large  libraries.  In  fuch  circum- 
ilances,  the  eftabli  foment  of  a public  li- 
brary 

* Dr.  Stuber  was  born  in  Philadelpliia,  of  Ger- 
man parents.  He  was  fent,  at  an  early  age,  to  the 
univerlity,  where  liis  genius,  diligence,  and  amiable 
temper  foon  acquired  him  the  particular  notice  and 
favour  of  thofe  under  whofe  immediate  direction  he 
was  placed.  After  pafilng  through  the  common 
courfe  of  ftudy,  in  a much  fliortcr  time  than 
ufual,  he  left  the  univerfity  at  the  age  of  fixteen, 
with  great  reputation.  Not  long  after,  he  entered 
on  the  ftudy  of  Phyfic;  and  the  zeal  with  which  he 
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brary  was  an  important  event.  This  was 
firft  fet  on  foot  by  Franklin,  about  thfe 
year  1 73 1 . Fifty  perfons  fubfcribed  forty 
(hillings  each,  and  agreed  to  pay  ten 
fliil lings  annually.  The  number  in- 
creafed ; and  in  1742  the  company  was 
incorporated  by  the  name  of  <c  The  Li- 
brary Company  of  Philadelphia.”  Se- 
veral other  companies  were  formed  in 
this  city  in  imitation  of  it.  Thefe  were 

purfued  it,  and  the  advances  he  made,  gave  his 
friends  reafon  to  form  the  moft  flattering  profpe&s 
of  his  future  eminence  and  ufefulnefs  in  the  profef- 
fion.  As  Dr.  Stuber’s  circumtlances  were  very 
moderate,  he  did  not  think  this  purfuit  well  cal- 
culated to  anfwer  them.  He  therefore  relinquilhed 
it,  after  he  had  obtained  a degree  in  the  profeflion, 
and  qualified  himfelf  to,  pradtife  with  credit  and 
fuccefs ; and  immediately  entered  on  the  ftudy  of 
Law.  In' purfuit  of  the  M-mentioncd  objedt,  he 
was  prematurely  arrefied,  before  he  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  reaping  the  fruit  of  thofe  talents  with 
which  he  was  endowed,  and  of  a youth  fpent  in  the 
ardent  and  fuccefsful  purfuit  of  ufcful  and  elegant 
literature. 
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all  at  length  united  with  the  library  com- 
pany of  Philadelphia,  which  thus  receiv- 
ed a considerable  acceflion  of  books  and 
property.  It  now  contains  about  eight 
thoufand  volumes  on  all  fubjeCts,  a phi- 
losophical apparatus,  and  a good  begin- 
ning towards  a collection  of  natural  and 
artificial  curiofities,  befides  landed  pro- 
perty of  considerable  value.  The  com- 
pany have  lately  built  an  elegant  houfe 
in  Fifth-ftreet,  in  the  front  of  which  will 
be  ereCted  a marble  ftatue  of  their  foun- 
der, Benjamin  Franklin. 

This  inftitution  was  greatly  encou- 
raged by  the  friends  of  literature  in  Ame- 
rica and  in  Great  Britain.  The  Penn 
family  diftinguiftied  themfelves  by  their 
donations.  Amongft  the  earlieft  friends 
of  this  inftitution  rauft  be  mentioned  the 
late  Peter  Collinfon,  the  friend  and  cor- 
respondent of  Dr.  Franklin.  He  not 
only  made  considerable  prefents  himfelf, 

Vol.  I.  o and 
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and  obtained  others*from  his  friends,  but 
voluntarily  undertook  to  manage  the  bu- 
fmefs  of  the  company  in  London,  recom- 
mending books,  purchafmg  and  {hipping 
them.  His  extenfive  knowledge,  and 
zeal  for  the  promotion  of  fcience,  ena- 
bled him  to  execute  this  important  trufl 
with  the  greateft  advantage.  He  con- 
tinued to  perform  thefe  fervices  for  more 
than  thirty  years,  and  uniformly  refufed 
to  accept  of  any  compenfation.  During 
this  time,  he  communicated  to  the  direc- 
tors every  information  relative  to  im- 
provements and  difcoveries  in  the  arts, 
agriculture,  and  philofophy. 

The  beneficial  influence  of  this  infti- 
tution  was  foon  evident.  The  cheap- 
nefs  of  terms  rendered  it  acceflible  to 
every  one.  Its  advantages  were  not  con- 
fined to  the  opulent.  The  citizens  in 
the  middle  and  lower  walks  of  life  were 

equally  partakers  of  them.  Hence  a 
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degree  of  information  was  extended 
amongft  all  claflfes  of  people,  which  is 
very  unufual  in  other  places.  The  ex- 
ample was  foon  followed.  Libraries 
were  eftablifhed  in  various  places,  and 
they  are  now  become  very  numerous  in 
the  United  States,  and  particularly  in 
Pennfylvania.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
they  will  be  ftill  more  widely  extended, 
and  that  information  will  be  every  where 
increafed.  This  will  be  the  beft  fecu- 
rity  for  maintaining  our  liberties.  A 
nation  of  well-informed  men,  who  have 
been  taught  to  know  and  prize  the  rights 
which  God  has  given  them,  cannot  be 
enflaved.  It  is  in  the  regions  of  igno- 
rance that  tyranny  reigns.  It  flies  before 
the  light  of  fcience.  Let  the  citizens  of 
America,  then,  encourage  inftitutions 
calculated  to  diflufe  knowledge  amongft 
the  people ; and  amongft  thefe,  public 
libraries  are  not  the  leaft  important. 

1 732>  Franklin  began  to  publifh 
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Poor  Richard’s  Almanack.  This  was 
remarkable  for  the  numerous  and  va- 
luable concife  maxims  which  it  con- 
tained, all  tending  to  exhort  to  induftry 
and  frugality.  It  was  continued  for 
many  years.  In  the  almanack  for  the 
laid  year,  all  the  maxims  were  collected 
in  an  addrefs  to  the  reader,  entitled,  The 
Way  to  Wealth.  This  has  been  tranf- 
lated  into  various  languages,  and  in- 
ferred in  different  publications.  It  has 
alfo  been  printed  on  a large  fheet,  and 
may  be  feen  framed  in  many  houfes  in 
this  city.  This  addrefs  contains,  per- 
haps, the  beld  practical  fyftem  of  ceco- 
nomy  that  ever  has  appeared.  It  is 
written  in  a manner  intelligible  to  every 
one,  and  which  cannot  fail  of  convincing 
every  reader  of  the  juftice  and  propriety 
of  the  remarks  and  advice  which  it  con- 
tains. The  demand  for  this  almanack 
was  fo  great,  that  ten  thoufand  have  been 
fold  in  one  year ; which  mull  be  con- 
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fidered  as  a very  large  number,  efpe- 
cially  when  we  reflect,  that  this  country 
was,  at  that  time,  but  thinly  peopled. 
It  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  falutary 
maxims  contained  in  thefe  almanacks 
mull  have  made  a favourable  impreflion 
upon  many  of  the  readers  of  them. 

It  was  not  long  before  Franklin  en- 
tered upon  his  political  career.  In  the 
year  1736,  he  was  appointed  clerk  to  the 
general  aflembly  of  Pennfylvania  ; and 
was  re-elected  by  fucceeding  aflemblies 
for  feveral  years,  until  he  was  chofen  a 
reprefentative  for  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, 

Bradford  was  poflefled  of  fome  advan- 
tages over  Franklin,  by  being  polt- 
mafter,  thereby  having  an  opportunity 
of  circulating  his  paper  more  extenfively, 
and  thus  rendering  it  a better  vehicle 
for  advertifements,  &c.  Franklin,  in  his 
turn,  enjoyed  thefe  advantages,  by  being 
appointed  poft-malter  of  Philadelphia 
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in  1737.  Bradford,  while  in  office,  had 
afted  ungeneroufly  towards  Franklin, 
preventing  as  much  as  poffible  the  circu- 
lation of  his  paper.  He  had  now  an 
opportunity  of  retaliating  ; but  his  noble- 
nefs  of  foul  prevented  him  from  making 
ufe  of  it. 

The  police  of  Philadelphia  had  early 
appointed  watchmen,  whofe  duty  it  was 
to  guard  the  citizens  againft  the  mid- 
night robber,  and  to  give  an  immediate 
alarm  in  cafe  of  fire.  This  duty  is,  per- 
haps, one  of  the  moll  important  that  can 
be  committed  to  any  fet  of  men.  The 
regulations,  however,  were  not  fuffir 
ciently  ftrift.  Franklin  faw  the  dangers 
arifing  from  this  caufe,  and  fuggefted  an 
alteration,  fo  as  to  oblige  the  guardians 
of  the  night  to  be  more  watchful  over 
the  lives  and  property  of  the  citizens. 
The  propriety  of  this  was  immediately 
perceived,  and  a reform  was  effected. 

There  is  nothing  more  dangerous  to 
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growing  cities  than  fires.  Other  caufes 
operate  flowly,  and  almofl  impercep- 
tibly ; but  thefe  in  a moment  render 
abortive  the  labours  of  ages.  On  this 
account  there  fhould  be,  in  all  cities, 
ample  provifions  to  prevent  fires  from 
fpreading.  Franklin  early  faw  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  thefe ; and,  about  the  year 
1 73 8,  formed  the  firfl fire-company  in  this 
city.  This  example  was  foon  followed 
by  others ; and  there  are  now  numerous 
fire-companies  in  the  city  and  liberties. 
To  thefe  may  be  attributed  in  a great 
degree  the  activity  in  extinguifhing  fires, 
for  which  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia 
are  diftinguifhed,  and  the  inconfiderable 
damage  which  this  city  has  fuftained  from 
this  caufe.  Some  time  after,  Franklin 
fuggeffced  the  plan  of  an  affociation  for 
infuring  houles  from  Ioffes  by  lire,  which 
was  adopted  ; and  the  affociation  con- 
tinues to  this  day.  The  advantages  ex- 
perienced from  it  have  been  great. 
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From  the  firft  eftablifhment  of  Penn- 
.fylvania  a fpirit  of  difpute  appears  to 
have  prevailed  amongft  its  inhabitants. 
During  the  life-time  of  William  Penn, 
the  conftitution  had  been  three  times  al- 
tered. After  this  period,  the  hiftory  of 
Pennfylvania  is  little  elfe  than  a recital 
of  the  quarrels  between  the  proprietaries, 
or  their  governors,  and  the  afl'embly. 
The  proprietaries  contended  for  the  right 
of  exempting  their  lands  from  taxes  ; to 
which  the  alfembly  would  by  no  means 
confent.  This  fubjeft  of  difpute  inter- 
fered in  almoft  every  queflion,  and  pre- 
vented the  molt  falutary  laws  from  being 
ena&ed.  This  at  times  fubjefted  the 
people  to  great  inconveniences.  In  the 
year  1744,  during  a war  between  France 
and  Great  Britain,  fome  French  and  In- 
dians had  made  inroads  upon  the  fron- 
tier inhabitants  of  the  province,  who 
\vere  unprovided  for  fuch  an  attack.  It 
became  neceffary  that  the  citizens  fhould 
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arm  for  their  defence.  Governor  Tho- 
mas recommended  to  the  alfembly,  who 
were  then  fitting,  to  pafs  a militia  law. 
To  this  they  would  agree  only  upon 
condition  that  he  Ihould  give  his  af- 
fent  to  certain  laws,  which  appeared  to 
them  calculated  to  promote  the  interefts 
of  the  people.  As  he  thought  thefe  laws 
would  be  injurious  to  the  proprietaries, 
he  refufed  his  aifent  to  them ; and  the 
affembly  broke  up  without  palling  a mili- 
tia law.  The  fituation  of  the  province 
was  at  this  time  truly  alarming  : expofed 
to  the  continual  inroads  of  an  enemy, 
and  deftitute  of  every  means  of  defence. 
At  this  crifis  Franklin  Hepped  forth,  and 
propofed  to  a meeting  of  the  citizens  of 
Philadelphia  a plan  of  a voluntary  alfo- 
ciation  for  the  defence  of  the  province. 
This  was  approved  of,  and  figned  by 
twelve  hundred  perfons  immediately. 
Copies  of  it  were  circulated  throughout 
the  province ; and  in  a Ihort  time  the 
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number  of  figners  amounted  to  ten 
thoufand.  Franklin  was  chofen  colonel 
of  the  Philadelphia  regiment ; but  he 
did  not  think  proper  to  accept  of  the 
honour. 

Purfuits  of  a different  nature  now  oc- 
cupied the^  greateft  part  of  his  attention 
for  fome  years.  He  engaged  in  a courfe 
of  eleCtrical  experiments,  with  all  the 
ardor  and  third:  for  difeovery  which  cha- 
racterized the  philofophers  of  that  day. 
Of  all  the  branches  of  experimental  phi- 
lofophy,  eleCtricity  had  been  lead:  ex- 
plored. The  attractive  power  of  amber 
is  mentioned  by  Theophraftus  and  Pliny, 
and,  from  them,  by  later  naturalids.  In 
the  year  1600,  Gilbert,  an  Englith  phy- 
fician,  enlarged  confiderably  the  cata- 
logue of  fuhftances  which  have  the  pro- 
perty of  attracting  light  bodies.  Boyle, 
Otto  Guericke,  a burgomafter  of  Mag- 
deburg, celebrated  as  the  inventor  of  the 
air  pump.  Dr.  Wall,  and  Sir  lfaac  New- 
ton 
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ton  added  fome  fadts.  Guericke  firfl 
obferved  the  repulfive  power  of  eledtri- 
city,  and  the  light  and  noife  produced  by 
it.  In  1709,  Hawkefbee  communicated 
fome  important  obfervations  and  expe- 
riments to  the  world.  For  feveral  years 
eledtricify  was  entirely  negledted,  until 
Mr.  Grey  applied  himfelf  to  it,  in  1728, 
with  great  affiduity.  He,  and  his  friend 
Mr.  Wheeler,  made  a great  variety  of 
experiments ; in  which  they  demon- 
flrated,  that  electricity  may  be  commu- 
nicated from  one  body  to  another,  even 
without  being  in  contadt,  and  in  this 
way  may  be  condudted  to  a great  dis- 
tance. Mr.  Grey  afterwards  found, 
that,  by  fufpending  rods  ot  iron  by  filk 
or  hair  lines,  and  bringing  an  excited 
tube  under  them,  fparks  might  be 
drawn,  and  a light  perceived  at  the  ex- 
tremities in  the  dark.  M.  Du  Faye, 
intendant  of  the  French  king’s  gardens, 
fnade  a number  of  experiments,  which 
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added  not  a little  to  the  fcience.  He 
made  the  difcovery  of  two  kinds  of  elec- 
tricity, which  he  called  vitreous  and  re- 
finous  ; the  former  produced  by  rubbing 
glafs,  the  latter  from  excited  fulphur, 
fealing-wax,  &c.  But  this  idea  he  after- 
wards gave  up  as  erroneous.  Between 
the  years  1739  and  1742,  Defaguliers 
made  a number  of  experiments,  but 
added  little  of  importance.  He  hrfl 
ufed  the  terms  conductors  and  electrics,  per 
fe.  In  1742,  feveral  ingenious  Germans 
engaged  in  this  fubjed.  Of  thefe  the 
principal  were,  profeffor  Boze  of  Wit- 
temberg,  profeffor  Winkler  of  Leipfic, 
Gordon,  a Scotch  Benedidine  monk, 
prjfeffor  of  philofophy  at  Erfurt,  and 
Dr.  Ludolf  of  Berlin.  The  refult  of 
their  refearches  aftonifhed  the  philofo- 
phers  of  Europe.  Their  apparatus  was 
large,  and  by  means  of  it  they  were  en- 
abled to  coiled:  large  quantities  of  elec- 
tricity, and  thus  to  produce  phenomena 

which 
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which  had  been  hitherto  unobferved. 
They  killed  fmall  birds,  and  fet  fpirits 
on  fire.  Their  experiments  excited  the 
curiofity  of  other  philofophers.  . Collin- 
fon,  about  the  year  1745,  fent  to  the  li- 
brary company  of  Philadelphia  an  ac- 
count of  thefe  experiments,  together  with 
a tube,  and  directions  how  to  ufe  it. 
Franklin,  with  fome  of  his  friends,  im- 
mediately engaged  in  a courfe  of  expe- 
riments ; the  refult  of  which  is  welt 
known.  He  was  enabled  to  make  a 
number  of  important  difcoveries,  and  to 
propofe  theories  to  account  for  various 
phenomena  ; which  have  been  univer- 
fally  adopted,  and  which  bid  fair  to  en- 
dure for  ages.  His  obfervations  he  com- 
municated, in  a feries  of  letters,  to  his 
friend  Collinfon  ; the  firfl  of  which  is 
dated  March  28,  1747.  In  thefe  he 
makes  known  the  power  of  points  in 
drawing  and  throwing  off  the  eleftrical 
matter,  which  had  hitherto  efcaped  the 

notice 


206  life  of 

notice  of  electricians.  He  alio  made  the 
grand  difcovery  of  a plus  and  minus , or 
of  a pojitive  and  negative  Hate  of  elec- 
tricity. We  give  him  the  honour  of 
this,  without  hefitation ; although  the 
Englilh  have  claimed  it  for  their  coun- 
tryman Dr.  Watfon.  Watfon’s  paper  is 
dated  January  21,  1748  ; Franklin’s,  July 
11,  1747;  feveral  months  prior.  Shortly 
after,  Franklin,  from  his  principles  of 
plus  and  minus  Hate,  explained,  in  a fa- 
tisfaCtory  manner,  the  phenomena  of  the 
Leyden  phial,  firft  obferved  by  Mr. 
Cuneus,  or  by  profelfor  Mufchenbroeck 
of  Leyden,  which  had  much  perplexed 
philofophers.  He  (hewed  clearly  that 
the  bottle,  when  charged,  contained  no 
more  electricity  than  before,  but  that  as 
much  was  taken  from  one  fide  as  was 
thrown  on  the  other ; and  that,  to  dis- 
charge it,  nothing  was  necefiary  but  to 
make  a communication  between  the  two 
tides,  by  which  the  equilibrium  might 
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be  reftored,  and  that  then  no  figns  of 
electricity  would  remain.  He  after- 
wards demonftrated,  by  experiments, 
that  the  electricity  did  not  refide  in  the 
coating,  as  had  been  fuppofed,  but  in 
the  pores  of  the  glafs  itfelf.  After  a 
phial  was  charged,  he  removed  the  coat- 
ing, and  found  that  upon  applying  a new 
coating  the  {hock  might  {till  be  received. 
In  the  year  1 749,  he  firfl  fuggefted  his 
idea  of  explaining  the  phenomena  of 
thunder-gufts,  and  of  the  aufora  borealis, 
upon  eleCtrical  principles.  He  points 
out  many  particulars  in  which  lightning 
and  eleCtricity  agree  ; and  he  adduces 
many  faCts,  and  reafoning  from  faCts,  in 
fupport  of  his  pofitions.  In  the  fame 
year  he  conceived  the  aftonifhingly  bold 
and  grand  idea  of  afcertaining  the  truth 
of  his  doCtrine,  by  actually  drawing 
down  the  forked  lightning,  by  means  of 
lharp-pointed  iron  rods  raifed  into  the 
region  of  the  clouds.  Even  in  this 
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uncertain  date,  his  paflion  to  be  ufeful  to 
mankind  difplays"  itfelf  in  a powerful 
manner.  Admitting  the  identity  of 
eleftricity  and  lightning,  and  knowing 
the  power  of  points  in  repelling  bodies  . 
charged  with  electricity,  and  in  conduct- 
ing their  fire  filently  and  imperceptibly,  . 
he  fuggefts  the  idea  of  fecuring  houfes, 
(hips,  &c.  from  being  damaged  by  light- 
ning, by  ereCting  pointed  iron  rods, 
which  fhould  rife  fome  feet  above  the 
mod  elevated  part,  and  defcend  fome 
feet  into  the  ground  or  the  water.  1 he 
effeCt  of  thefe,  he  concluded,  would  be 
either  to  prevent  a ftroke  by  repelling  the 
cloud  beyond  the  ftriking  diftance,  or 
by  drawing  off  the  eleCtrical  fire  which 
it  contained  ; or,  if  they  could  not  effeCt 
this,  they  would  at  leafl  conduft  the 
ftroke  to  the  earth,  without  any  injury  to 
the  building. 

It  was  not  until  the  fummer  of  1752 

that  he  was  enabled  to  complete  his  grand 
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and  unparalleled  difcovery  by  experi- 
ment. The  plan  which  he  had  origi- 
nally propofed,  was,  to  ered  on  fome 
high  tower,  or  other  elevated  place,  a 
fentry-box,  from  which  fhould  rife  a 
pointed  iron  rod,  infulated  by  being 
fixed  in  a cake  of  refin.  Eledrified 
clouds  palling  over  this,  would,  he  con- 
ceived, impart  to  it  a portion  of  their 
eledricity,  which  would  be  rendered  evi-> 

1 

dent  to  the  fenfes  by  fparks  being  emit- 
ted, when  a key,  a knuckle,  or  other 
condudor,  was  prefented  to  it.  Phila- 
delphia at  this  time  afforded  no  oppor- 
tunity of  trying  an  experiment  of  this 
kind.  Whilfl  Franklin  was  waiting  for 
the  eredion  of  a fpire,  it  occurred  to 
him,  that  he  might  have  more  ready  ac- 
cefs  to  the  region  of  clouds  by  means  of 
a common  kite.  He  prepared  one  by 
attaching  two  crofs  flicks  to  a filk  hand- 
kerchief, which  would  not  fuffer  fo  much 
from  the  rain  as  paper.  To  his  upright 
V&t-.  I.  P ♦„  flick 
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flick  was  affixed  an  iron  point.  The 
firing  was,  as  ufual,  of  hemp,  except  the 
lower  end,  which  was  filk.  Where  the 
hempen  firing  terminated,  a key  was 
fattened.  With  this  apparatus,  on  the 
appearance  of  a thunder-gufl  approach- 
ing, he  went  out  into  the  commons,  ac- 
companied by  his  fon,  to  whom  alone 
he  communicated  his  intentions,  well 
knowing  the  ridicule  which,  too  gene- 
rally for  the  interefl  of  fcience,  awaits 
unfuccefsful  experiments  in  philofophy. 
He  placed  himfelf  under  a filed  to  avoid 
the  rain.  His  kite  was  raifed.  A thun* 
der  cloud  paffed  over  it.  No  fign  of 
electricity  appeared.  He  almofl  de- 
fpaired  of  fuccefs  ; when  fuddenly  he 
obferved  the  loofe  fibres  of  his  firing  to 
move  towards  an  erect  pofition.  He 
now  prefented  his  knuckle  to  the  key, 
and  received  a ftrong  fpark.  How  ex- 
quifite  mufl  his  fenfations  have  been  at 
this  moment  1 On  this  experiment  de- 
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pended  the  fate  of  his  theory.  If  he  Suc- 
ceeded, his  name  would  rank  high  amongft 
thofe  who  have  improved  Science;  if  he 
failed,  he  mud  inevitably  be  fubjeded  to 
the  derifion  of  mankind,  or,  what  is 
worfe,  their  pity,  as  a well-meaning 
man,  but  a weak,  filly  projedor.  The 
anxiety  with  which  he  looked  for  the 
refult  of  his  experiment,  may  eafily  be 
conceived.  Doubts  and  defpair  had  be- 
gun to  prevail,  when  the  fad  was  ascer- 
tained in  fo  clear  a manner,  that  even 
the  mod  incredulous  could  no  longer 
withhold  their  afient.  Repeated  fparks 
were  drawn  from  the  key,  a phial  was 
charged,  a (hock  given,  and  all  the  ex- 
periments made,  which  are  ufually  per- 
formed with  electricity. 

About  a month  before  this  period, 
fome  ingenious  Frenchmen  had  com- 
pleted the  difeovery,  in  the  manner  ori- 
ginally propofed  by  Dr.  Franklin.  The 
letters  which  hefent  to  Mr.  Ccllinfon,  it 
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is  faid,  were  refufed  a place  amongft  the 
papers  of  the  Royal  Society  of  London. 
However  this  may  be,  Collinfon  pub- 
lifhed  them  in  a feparate  volume,  under 
the  title  of  New  Experiments  and  Obfcr - 
•nations  on  Eledricity , made  at  Philadel- 
phia, in  America.  They  were  read  with 
avidity,  and  foon  tranflated  into  different 
languages.  A very  incorrect  French 
tranllation  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  cele- 
brated Buffon,  who,  notwithflanding  the 
difadvantages  under  which  the  work  la- 
boured, was  much  pleafed  with  it,  and  re- 
peated the  experiments  with  fuccefs.  Fie 
prevailed  upon  his  friend,  M.  D’Alibard, 
to  give  to  his  countrymen  a more  correft 
tranllation  of  the  work  of  the  American 
electrician.  This  contributed  much  to- 
wards fpreading  a knowledge  of  Frank- 
lin’s principles  in  France.  Ihe  King, 
Louis  XV.  hearing  of  thefe  experiments, 
expreffed  a wifh  to  be  a fpe&ator  of  them. 
A courfe  of  experiments  was  given  at 
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the  feat  of  the  Due  D'Ayen,  at  St.  Ger- 
main, by  M.  De  Lor.  The  applaufes 
which  the  King  beftowed  upon  Frank- 
lin, excited  in  Buffon,  D’Alibarcl,  and 
De  Lor,  an  earned  defire  of  afeertaining 
the  truth  of  his  theory  of  thunder-gufls. 
Buffon  ere&ed  his  apparatus  on  the  tower 
of  Montbar,  M.  D’Alibard  at  Marie- 
la-ville,  and  De  Lor  at  his  houfe  in 
the  Eflrapade  at  Paris,  fome  of  the 
higheft  ground  in  that  capital.  D’Ali- 
bard *s  machine  firlt  {hewed  figns  of  elec- 
tricity. On  the  ioth  of  May,  1752,  a 
thunder-cloud  paffed  over  it,  in  the  ab- 
fence  of  M.  D’Alibard  ; and  a number 
of  fparks  were  drawn  from  it  by  Ceiffier, 
a joiner,  with  whom  D’Alibard  had  left 
direftions  how  to  proceed,  and  by  M. « 
Raulet,  the  prior  of  Marie-la-ville.  An 
account  of  this  experiment  was  given 
to  the  Royal  Academy  of  Sciences,  in 
a memoir  by  M.  D’Alibard,  dated  May 
13th,  1752.  On  the  1 8th  of  May,  M. 
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De  Lor  proved  equally  fuccefsful  with 
the  apparatus  erected  at  his  own  houfe* 
Thefe  difcoveries  foon  excited  the  phi- 
lofophers  of  other  parts  of  Europe  to 
repeat  the  experiment.  Amongfl  thefe, 
none  fignalized  themfelves  more  than 
Father  Beccaria  of  Turin,  to  whofe  ob- 
fervations  fcience  is  much  indebted* 
Even  the  cold  regions  of  Ruflia  were 
penetrated  by  the  ardour  for  difcovery. 
Profedbr  Richman  bade  fair  to  add  much 
to  the  flock  of  knowledge  on  this  fub- 
ject,  when  an  unfortunate  flafh  from  his 
rod  put  a period  to  his  exiftence.  The 
friends  of  fcience  will  long  remember 
with  regret  the  amiable  martyr  to  elec- 
tricity. 

By  thefe  experiments  Franklin’s  the- 
ory was  eflablifhed  in  the  mod  firm 
manner.  When  the  truth  of  it  could 
no  longer  be  doubted,  the  vanity  of  men 
endeavoured  to  detract  from  its  merit. 
That  an  American,  an  inhabitant  of  the 
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obfcure  city  of  Philadelphia,  the  name 
of  which  was  hardly  known,  fhould  be 
able  to  make  difcoveries,  and  to  frame 
theories  which  had  efcaped  the  'notice 
of  the  enlightened  philofophers  of  Eu- 
rope, was  too  mortifying  to  be  admitted. 
Pie  muff  certainly  have  taken  the  idea 
from  fome  one  elfe.  An  American,  a 
being  of  an  inferior  order,  make  difco- 
veries ! Impoffible.  It  was  faid,  that 
the  Abbe  Nollet,  in  1748,  had  fuggefted 
the  idea  of  the  fimilarity  of  lightning  and 
electricity,  in  his  Lemons  de  Pbyjique.  It 
is  true,  that  the  Abbe  mentions  the  idea, 
but  he  throws  it  out  as  a bare  conjecture, 
and  propofes  no  mode  of  afcertaining 
th*e  truth  of  it.  Pie  himfelf  acknow- 
ledges, that  Franklin  firft  entertained 
the  bold  thought  of  bringing  lightning 
from  the  heavens,  by  means  of  pointed 
rods  fixed  in  the  air.  The  fimilarity  of 
electricity  and  lightning  is  fo  ftrong,  that 
we  need  not  be  furprifed  at  notice  being 

P 4 taken 
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taken  of  it,  as  foon  as  eie&rical  pheno- 
mena became  familiar.  We  find  it  men- 
tioned by  Dr.  Wall  and  Mr.  Grey,  while 
the  fcience  was  in  its  infancy.  But 
the  honour  of  forming  a regular  theory 
of  thunder-gulls,  of  fuggefting  a mode 
of  determining  the  truth  of  it  by  ex- 
periments, and  of  putting  thefe  experi- 
ments in  pra&ice,  and  thus  eflablifhing 
his  theory  upon  a firm  and  folid  bafis, 
is  incontefiably  due  to  Franklin.  D’Ali- 
bard,  who  made  the  fi'rft  experiments  in 
France,  fayi,  that  he  only  followed  the 
track  which  Franklin  had  pointed  out.  • 
It  has  been  of  late  aflerted,  that  the 
honour  of  completing  the  experiment 

with  the  eleflrical  kite  does  not  belong 

■ 

t'o  Franklin.  Some  late  Englifh  para- 
graphs have  attributed  it  to  fome  French- 
man, whofe  name  they  do  not  mention  ; 
and  the  Abbe  Bertholon  gives  it  to  M.- 
De  Romas,  affelfor  to  the  prefideal  of 
Nerac.  The  Englifh  paragraphs  probably 
i • refer 
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refer  to  the  fame  perfon.  But  a very 
flight  attention  will  convince  us  of  the 
injuflice  of  this  procedure.  Dr.  Frank- 
lin’s experiment  was  made  in  June  1752; 
and  his  letter,  giving  an  account  of  it, 
is  dated  October  19,  1752.  M.  De 
Romas  made  his  firfl:  attempt  on  the 
14th  of  May  1753,  but  was  not  fuccefs- 
'ful  until  the  7th  of  June ; a year  after 
Franklin  had  completed  the  difcovery, 
and  when  it  was  known  to  all  the  philo- 
fophers  in  Europe. 

Befides  thefe  great  principles,  Frank- 
lin’s letters  on  electricity  contain  a num-* 
ber  of  facts  and  hints, , which  have  con- 
tributed greatly  towards  reducing  this 
branch  of  knowledge  to  a fcience.  His 
friend  Mr.  Kinnerfley  communicated 
to  him  a difcovery  of  the  different  kinds 
of  electricity  excited  by  rubbing  glafs 
and  fulphur.  This,  we  have  faid,  was 
hr  ft  obferved  by  M.  Du  Faye  ; but  it 
was  for  many  years  neglected.  The  phi- 

lofophers 
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lofophers  were  difpofed  to  account  for 
the  phenomena,  rather  from  a difference 
in  the  quantity  of  eleCtricity  collected  ; 
and  even  Du  Faye  hiinfelf  feems  at  lafi: 
to  have  adopted  this  doCtrine.  Frank- 
lin at  firft  entertained  the  fame  idea  ; 
but  upon  repeating  the  experiments,  he 
perceived  that  Mr.  Kinnerfley  was  right  j 
and  that  the  vitreous  and  refinous  electri- 
city of  Du  Faye  were  nothing  more  than 
the  pofitive  and  negative  hates  which  he 
had  before  obferved ; that  the  glafs  globe 
charged  pofitively , or  increafed  the  quan- 
tity of  eleCtricity  on  the  prime  conduce 
tor,  whilft  the  globe  of  fulphur  dimi- 
niflied  its  natural  quantity,  or  charged 
negatively.  Thefe  experiments  and  ob- 
feivations  opened  a new  field  for  invefti- 
gation,  upon  which  electricians  entered 
with  avidity  ; and  their  labours  have 
added  much  to  the  flock  of  our  know- 
ledge. 

In  September  1752,  Franklin  entered 

upon 
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upon  a courfe  of  experiments,  to  de- 
termine the  Hate  of  electricity  in  the 
clouds.  From  a number  of  experiments 
he  formed  this  conclufion  : “ that  the 
clouds  of  a thunder-gull  are  moll  com- 
monly in  a negative  Hate  of  electricity, 
but  fometimes  in  a pofitivc  Hate  j”  and 
from  this  it  follows,  as  a neceffary  confe- 
quence,  <c  that,  for  the  moll  part,  in 
th under- Hrokes,  it  is  the  earth  that  Itrikes 
into  the  clouds,  and  not  the  clouds  that 
llrike  into  the  earth.”  The  letter  con- 
taining thefe  obfervations  is  dated  in 
September  1753;  and  yet  the  difcovery 
of  afcending  thunder  has  been  faid  to  be 
of  a modern  date,  and  has  been  attri- 
buted to  the  Abbe  Bertholon,  who  pub- 
lilhed  his  memoir  on  the  fubjeCt  in 
1776. 

Franklin’s  letters  have  been  tranflated 
into  moll  of  the  European  languages, 
and  into  Latin.  In  proportion  as  they 
have  become  known,  his  principles  have 

been 
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been  adopted.  Some  oppofition  was 
made  to  his  theories,  particularly  by  the 
Abb6  Nollet,  who  was,  however,  but 
feebly  fupported,  whilft  the  hr  ft  philoso- 
phers of  Europe  ftepped  forth  in  defence 
of  Franklin’s  principles;  amongfl  w'hom 
D’Alibard  and  Beccaria  were  the  moft 
diftinguilhed.  The  oppofition  has  gra- 
dually ceafed,  and  the  Franklinian  fyftem 
is  now  univerfally  adopted,  wrhere  fcience 
fiourifhes. 

The  important  practical  ufe  which 
Franklin  made  of  his  difcoveries,  the 
fccuring  of  houfes  from  injury  by  light- 
ning, has  been  already  mentioned. 
Pointed  conductors  are  now  very  com- 
mon in  America;  but  prejudice  has  hi- 
therto prevented  their  general  introduc- 
tion into  Europe,  notwithftanding  the 
moft  undoubted  proofs  of  their  utility 
have  been  given.  But  mankind  can 
tFffh  difficulty  be  brought  to  lay  afide 
eftablifhed  practices,  or  to  adopt  new 

ones. 
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ones.  And  perhaps  we  have  more  rea- 
fon  to  be  furprifed  that  a praftice,  how- 
ever rational,  which  was  propofed  about 
forty  years  ago,  fhould  in  that  time  have 
been  adopted  in  fo  many  places,  than 
that  it  has  not  univerfally  prevailed.  It 
is  only  by  degrees  that  the  great  body  of 
mankind  can  be  led  into  new  pra&ices, 
however  falutary  their  tendency.  It  is 
now  nearly  eighty  years  fmee,  inoculation 
was  introduced  into  Europe  and  Ame- 
rica ; and  it  is  fo  far  from  being  general 
at  prefent,  that  it  will,  perhaps,  require 
one  or  two  centuries  to  render  it  fo. 

In  the  year  1745,  Franklin  publifhed. 
an  account  of  his  new-invented  Pennfyt- 
vania  fire-places,  in  which  he  minutely 
and  accurately  ftates  the  advantages  and 
difadvantages  of  different  kinds  of  fire- 
places ; and  endeavours  to  (hew  that  the 
one  which  he  deferibes  is  to  be  preferred 
to  any  other.  This  contrivance  has 
given  rife  to  the  open,  (loves  now  in 

general 
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general  ufe,  which  however  differ  from 
it  in  confirmation,  particularly  in  not 
having  an  air-box  at  the  back,  through 
which' a conflant  fupply  of  air,  warmed  in 
its  paffage  is  thrown  into  the  room.  The 
advantages  of  this  are,  that  as  a dream  of 
warm  air  is  continually  flowing  into  the 
room,  lefs  fuel  is  neceffary  to  preferve  a 
proper  temperature,  and  the  room  may 
be  fo  tightened  as  that  no  air  may  enter 
through  cracks ; the  confequences  of 
w hich  are  colds,  toothachs,  &c. 

Although  philofophy  was  a principal 
object  of  Franklin’s  purfuit  for  feveral 
years,  he  confined  himfelf  not  to  this. 
In  the  year  1747,  he  became  a member 
of  the  general  affembly  of  Pennfylva- 
nia,  as  a burgefs  for  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia. Warm  difputes  at  this  time  fub- 
fifled  between  the  affembly  and  the  pro- 
prietaries ; each  contending  for  what  they 
conceived  to  be  their  juft  rights.  Frank- 
lin, a friend  to  the  rights  of  man  from  his 
. • infancy, 
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infancy,  foon  didinguifhed  himfelf  as  a 
Heady  opponent  of  the  unjud  fchemes  of 
the  proprietaries.  He  was  foon  looked 
up  to  as  the  head  of  the  oppofition;  and 
to  him  have  been  attributed  many  of  the 
fpirited  replies  of  the  aflembly  to  the 
medages  of  the  governors.  Iiis  influ- 
ence in  the  body  wras  very  great.  This 
arofe  not  from  any  fuperior  powers  of 
eloquence;  he  fpoke  but  feldom,  and  lie. 
never  was  known  to  make  any  thing  like 
an  elaborate  harangue.  His  fpeeches 
cftpn  confided  of  a Angle  fcntence,  or  of 
a well-told  dory,  the  moral  of  which 
was  always  obvioufly  to  the  point.  He 
never  attempted  the  flowery  fields  of  ora- 
tory. His  manner  was  plain  and  mild. 
His  dyle  in  fpeaking  was,  like  that  of 
his  writings,  fimple,  unadorned,  and 
remarkably  concil'e.  With  this  plain 
manner,  and  his  penetrating  and  folid 
judgment,  he  was  able  to  confound  the 
mod  eloquent  and  fubtle  of  his  adver- 

farie-s, 
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faries,  to  confirm  the  opinions  of  his 
friends,  and  to  make  converts  of  the  un- 
prejudiced who  had  oppofed  him.  With 
a fingle  obfervation  he  has  rendered  of 
no  avail  an  elegant  and  lengthy  difcourfe, 
and  determined  the  fate  of  a queltion  of 
importance. 

But  he  was  not  contented  with  thus 
fupporting  the  rights  of  the  people.  He 
wiflied  to  render  them  permanently  fe- 
cure,  which  can  only  be  done  by  mak- 
ing their  value  properly  known  ; and 
this  mull  depend  upon  increafmg  and 
extending  information  to  every  clafs  of 
men.  We  have  already  feen  that  he  was 
the  founder  of  the  public  library,  which 
contributed  greatly  towards  improving 
the  minds  of  the  citizens.  But  this  was 
not  fufficient.  The  fchools  then  fubfift- 
ing  wefe  in  general  of  little  utility.  The 
teachers  were  men  ill  qualified  for  the 
important  duty  which  they  had  under- 
taken; and  after  all,  nothing  more  could  # 
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be  obtained  than  the  rudiments  of  a com- 
mon Englifh  education.  Franklin  drew 
up  a plan  of  an  academy,  to  be  eredted 
in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  fuited  to 
“ the  ftate  of  an  infant  .country  ;**  but 
in  this,  as  in  ail  his  plans,  he  confined 
not  his  views  to  the  prefent  time  only. 
He  looked  forward  to  the  period  when 
an  inftitution  on  an  enlarged  plan  would 
become  neceffary.  With  this  view  he 
confidered  his  academy  as  “ a founda- 
tion for  pofterity  to  eredt  a feminary  of 
learning,  more  extenfive,  and  fuitable  to 
future  circumftances.”  In  purfuance  of 
this  plan,  the  conllitutions  were  drawn 
up  and  figned  on  the  1 3th  of  November 
1749.  In  thefe,  twenty-four  of  the  mod 
refpedtable  citizens  of  Philadelphia  were 
named  as  truftees.  In  the  choice  of 
thefe,  and  in  the  formation  of  his  plan, 
Franklin  is  faid  to  have  confulted  chiefly 
with  Thomas  Plopkinfon,  Efq.  Rev. 
Richard  Peters,  then  fecretary  of  the 
Vol,  I.  province. 
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province,  Tench  Francis,  Efq.  attorney-  , 
general,  and  Dr.  Phineas  Bond. 

The  following  article  {hews  a fpirit  of 
benevolence  worthy  of  imitation  j and, 
for  the  honour  of  our  city,  we  hope  that 
it  continues  to  be  in  force. 

« In  cafe  of  the  difability  of  the  rec- 
tor,  or  any  mailer  (eftablilhed  on  the 
foundation  by  receiving  a certain  falary), 
through  ficknefs,  or  any  other  natural 
infirmity,  whereby  he  may  be  reduced  to 
poverty,  the  truftees  {hall  have  power  to 
contribute  to  his  fupport,  in  proportion 
to  his  diftrefs  and  merit,  and  the  Hock  in 
their  hands.” 

The  laft  claufe  of  the  fundamental 
rules  is  expreffed  in  language  fo  tender 
and  benevolent,  fo  truly  parental,  that  it 
will  do  everlafting  honour  to  the  hearts 
and  heads  of  the  founders. 

« It  is  hoped  and  expected  that  the 
truftees  will  make  it  their  pleafure,  and 

in  fome  degree  their  bufinefs,  to  vifit  the 

academy 
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academy  often  ; to  encourage  and  coun- 
tenance the  youth,  countenance,  and  affift 
the  matters,  and,  by  all  means  in  their 
power,  advance  the  ufefulnefs  and  repu- 
tation of  the  defign  j that  they  will  look 
on  the  ftudents  as,  in  foine  meafure,  their 
own  children,  treat  them  with  familiarity 
and  affeftion  j and  when  they  have  be- 
haved well,  gone  through  their  ftudies, 
and  are  to  enter  the  world,  they  ffiall 
zealoufly  unite,  and  make  all  the  interefl: 
that  can  be  made,  to  promote  and  efta- 
blilh  them,  whether  in  bufinefs,  offices, 
marriages,  or  any  other  thing  for  their 
advantage,  preferable  to  all  other  perfons 
whatfoever,  even  of  equal  merit.” 

The  conftitutions  being  figned  and 
made  public,  with  the  names  of  the  gen- 
tlemen propofing  themfelves  as  truftees 
and  founders,  the  defign  was  fo  well  ap- 
proved of  by  the  public-fpirited  citizens 
of  Philadelphia,  that  the  fum  of  eight 
0^2  hundred 
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hundred  pounds  per  annum,  for  five 
years,  was  in  the  courfe  of  a few  weeks 
fubfcribed  for  carrying  it  into  execution; 
and  in  the  beginning  of  January  follow- 
ing (viz.  1 75 o)  three  of  the  fchools  were 
opened,  namely,  the  Latin  and  Greek 
fchools,  the  Mathematical,  and  the  Eng- 
liflr  fchools.  In  purfuance  of  an  article 
in  the  original  plan,  a fchool  for  educat- 
ing fixty  boys  and  thirty  girls  (in  the 
charter  fince  called  the  Charitable  School) 
was  opened,  and,  amidft  all  the  difficul- 
ties with  which  the  truftees  have  flrug- 
gled  in  refpedt  to  their  funds,  has  ftill 
been  continued  full  for  the  fpace  of  forty 
years  ; fo  that  allowing  three  years  edu- 
cation for  each  boy  and  girl  admitted 
into  it,  which  is  the  general  rule,  at  leafi: 
twelve  hundred  qhildren  have  received 
in  it  the  chief  part  of  their  education, 
who  might  otherwife,  in  a great  meafure, 

have  been  left  without  the  means  of  in- 

{truttion. 
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ftru&ion.  And  many  of  thofe  who  have 
been  thus  educated,  are  now  to  be  found 
among  the  mod:  ufeful  and  reputable 
citizens  of  this  hate. 

The  inftitution,  thus  fuccefsfully  be- 
gun, continued  daily  to  flourifh,  to  the 
great  fatisfadion  of  Dr.  Franklin ; who, 
notwithflanding  the  multiplicity  of  his 
other  engagements  and  purfuits,  at  that 
bufy  ftage  of  his  life,  was  a conftant  at- 
tendant at  the  monthly  vifitations  and  ex- 
aminations of  .the  fchools,  and  made  it 
his  particular  ftudy,  by  means  of  his  ex- 
tenfive  correfpondence  abroad,  to  ad- 
vance the  reputation  of  the  feminary, 
and  to  draw  ftudents  and  fcholars  to  it 
from  different  parts  of  America  and  the 
Weft  Indies.  Through  the  interpofition 
of  his  benevolent  and  learned  friend, 
Peter  Collinfon,  of  London,  upon  the 
application  of  the  truftees,  a charter  of 
incorporation,  dated  July  13th,  1753, 
was  obtained  from  the  honourable  pro- 
0.3  prjetors 
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prietors  of  Pennfylvania,  Thomas  Penn 
and  Richard  Penn,  Efqrs.  accompanied 
with  a liberal  benefaction  of  five  hun- 
dred pounds  fterling  ; and  Dr.  Franklin 
now  began  in  good  earneft  to  pleafe  him- 
felf  with  the  hopes  of  a fpeedy  accom- 
plifhment  of  his  original  defign,  viz.  the 
eftablifhment  of  a ' perfect  inftitution, 
upon  the  plarr  of  the  European  colleges 
and  univerfitigs ; for  which  his  academy 
was  intended  as  a nurfery  or  foundation. 
To  elucidate  this  faCt,  is  a matter  of  con- 
fiderable  importance  in  refpeCt  to  the 
memory  and  character  of  Dr.  Franklin, 
as  a philofopher,  and  as  the  friend  and 
patron  of  learning  and  fcience  ; for, 
notwithftanding  what  is  exprefsly  de- 
clared by  him  in  the  preamble  to  the 
conftitutions,  viz.  that  the  academy  was 
begun  for  “ teaching  the  Latin  and 
Greek  languages,  with  alhufeful  branches 
pf  the  arts  and  fciences,  fuitable  to  the 
Rate  of  an  infant  country,  and  laying  a 

foundation 
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foundation  for  pofterity  to  erett  a femi- 
uary  of  learning  more  extenfive,  and 
fuit able  to  their  future  circumftances  $” 
yet  it  has  been  fugged: ed  of  late,  as  upon 
Dr.  Franklin’s  authority,  that  the  Latin 
and  Greek,  or  the  dead  languages,  are 
an  incumbrance  upon  a fcheme  of  liberal 
education,  and  that  the  ingrafting  or 
founding  a college,  or  more  extenfive 
• feminary,  upon  his  academy,  was  with- 
out his  approbation  or  agency,  and  gave 
him  difcontent.  If  the  reverfe  of  this 
does  not  already  appear,  from  what  has 
been  quoted  above,  the  following  letters 
will  put  the  matter  beyond  difpute. 
They  were  written  by  him  to  a gentle- 
man, who  had  at  that  time  publiflied  the 
idea  of  a college,  fuited  to  the  circum- 
ftances of  a young  country  (meaning 
New- York),  a copy  of  which  having 
been  fent  to  Dr.  Franklin  for  his  opi- 
nion, gave  rife  to  that  correfpondence 
which  terminated  about  a year  after- 
C)^4  wards, 
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wards,  in  ere&ing  the  college  upon  the 
foundation  of  the  academy,  and  eftablifh- 
ing  that  gentleman  as  the  head  of  both, 
where  he  flill  continues,  after  a period  of 
thirty-fix  years,  to  prefide  with  diftin- 
guifned  reputation. 

From  thefe  letters  alfo,  the  date  of  the 
academy,  at  that  time,  will  be  feen. 

Fhilad.  April  19th,  1753. 

SIR, 

I received  your  favour  of  the  1 ith  in- 
ftant,  with  your  new  * piece  on  Educa- 
tion, w'hich  I fhall  carefully  perufe,  and 
give  you  my  fentiments  of  it,  as  you  de- 
fire, by  next  poff. 

I believe  the  young  gentlemen,  your 
pupils,  may  be  entertained  and  inftructed 
here,  in  mathematics  and  philofophy,  to 
fatisfadlion.  Mr.  Alifon  f (who  was 

* A general  idea  of  die  college  of  Mirania. 

+ The  Rev.  and  learned  Mr.  Francis  Alifon,  af- 
terwards D.  D.  and  vice-provoft  of  the  college. 

educate^ 
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educated  at  Glafgow)  ha!s  been  long 
accuflomed  to  teach  the  latter,  and  Mr. 
Grew  * the  former  ; and  I think  their 
pupils  make  great  progrefs.  Mr.  Ali- 
fon  has  the  care  of  the  Latin  and  Greek 
fchool  ; but  as  he  has  now  three  good 
affiilants  f,  he  can  very  well  afford  fome 
hours  every  day  for  the  inflru&ion  of 
thole  who  are  engaged  in  higher  fludies. 
The  mathematical  fchool  is  pretty  well 
furnifhed  with  inflruments.  The  Entr- 
lifh  library  is  a good  one;  and  we  have 
belonging  to  it  a middling  apparatus  for 
experimental  philofophy,  and  purpofe 
fpeedily  to  complete  it.  The  Loganian 
library,  one  of  the  bed:  colleftions  in 
America,  will  Ihortly  be  opened  ; fo  that 
neither  books  nor  inflruments  will  be 

* Mr.  Thcophilus  Grew,  afterwards  profeffor  of 
mathematics  in  the  college. 

f Thofe  afiiftants  were  at  that  time  Mr.  Charles 
Thomfon,  late  fecretary  of  congrefs,  Mr.  Paul 
Jackfon,  and  Mr.  Jacob  Duche. 
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wanting  and  as  we  are  determined  air- 
ways to  give  good  falaries,  we  have  rea- 
fon  to  believe  We  may  have  always  an 
opportunity  of  choofing  good  mailers  ; 
upon  which,  indeed,  the  fuccefs  of  the 
whole  depends.  We  are  obliged  to  you 
for  your  kind  offers  in  this  refpect,  and 
when  you  are  fettled  in  England,  we 
may  occafionally  make  ufe  of  your 
friendlhip  and  judgment. — 

If  it  fuits  your  conveniency  to  vifit 
Philadelphia  before  your  return  to  Eu- 
rope, I lhall  be  extremely  glad  to  fee 
and  converfe  with  you  here,  as  well  as 
to  correfpond  with  you  after  your  fettle- 
ment  in  England  ; for  an  acquaintance 
and  communication  with  men  of  learn- 
ing, virtue,  and  public  fpirit  is  one  of 
my  greateft  enjoyments.- 

I do  not  know  whether  you  ever  hap- 
pened to  fee  the  firft  propofals  I made  for 
crediting  this  academy.  I fend  them  in- 

clofed.  They  had  (however  imperfect) 

the 
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the  defined  fuccefs,  being  followed  by  a 
fubfcription  of  four  thoufand  pounds , to- 
wards carrying  them  into  execution. 
And  as  we  are  fond  of  receiving  advice, 
and  are  daily  improving  by  experience, 
I am  in  hopes  we  Jhall,  in  a few  years, 

fee  a perfect  injlitution. 

! . ' ' . ...  . ‘ . \ 

I am  very  refpe&fully,  kc: 

B.  FRANKLIN. 

Mr,  W.  Smith,  Long-Ifland. 


Philad.  May  3d,  1753. 

SIR, 

Mr.  Peters  has  juft  now  been  with  me, 
and  we  have  compared  notes  on  your 
new  piece.  We  find  nothing  in  the 
fcheme  of  education,  however  excellent, 
but  what  is,  in  our  opinion,  very  practi- 
cable. The  great  difficulty  will  be  to  find 
the  Aratus*,  and  other  fuitable  perfons, 

to 

* The  name  given  to  the  principal  or  head  of  the 
ideal  college,  the  fyftem  of  education  in  which  hath 
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to  carry  it  into  execution  ; but  fuch  may 
be  had  if  proper  encouragement  be 
given.  We  have  both  received  great 
pleafure  in  the  perufal  of  it.  For  my 
part,  I know  not  when  I have  read  a 
piece  that  has  more  affe&ed  me— fo 
noble  and  juft  are  the  fentiments,  fo 
warm  and  animated  the  language  ; yet 
as  cenfure  from  your  friends  may  be  of 
more  ufe,  as  well  as  more  agreeable  to 
you  than  praife,  I ought  to  mention  that 
I wifh  you  had  omitted  not  only  the 
quotation  from  the  Review  *,  which  you 
are  now  juftly  diflfatisfied  with,  but  thofe 

neverthelefs  been  nearly  realized,  or  followed  as  a 
model,  in  the  college  and  academy  of  Philadelphia, 
and  fome  other  American  feminaries,  for  many  years 
paft. 

* The  quotation  alluded  to  (from  the  Loncjon 
_ Monthly  Review  for  1749)  was  ju^ffcc^  to  reAc& 
too  feverely  on  the  difeiphne  and  government  of  the 
Englilh  univerfities  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge,  and 
was  expunged  from  the  following  editions  of  this 
work. 

expreihons 
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expreflions  of  refentment  againfl:  your 
adveifaries,  in  pages  65  and  79.  In 
fuch  cafes  the  nobleft  victory  is  obtained 
by  neglect,  and  by  fhining  on. , 

Mr.  Allen  has  been  out  of  town  thefe 
ten  days  ; but  before  he  went  he  di- 
refted  me  to  procure  him  fix  copies  of 
your  piece.  Mr.  Peters  has  taken  ten. 
He  purpofed  to  have  written  to  you ; 
but  omits  it,  as  he  experts  fo  foon  to 
have  the  pleafure  of  feeing  you  here. 
Pie  defires  me  to  prefent-his  affeftionate 
compliments  to  you*  and  to  allure  you 
that  you  will  be  very  welcome  to  him. 
I (hall  only  fay,  that  you  may  depend  on 
my  doing  all  in  my  power  to  make  your 
vilit  to  Philadelphia  agreeable  to  you. 

I am,  &c. 

B.  FRANKLIN. 

Mr.  Smith.  - 

Philad.  Nov.  27th,  1753. 

DEAR  SIR, 

Having  written  you  fully,  via  Briftol, 

I have 
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I have  now  little  to  add.  Matters  re- 
lating to  the  academy  remain  in  Jlatu  quo* 
The  trultees  would  be  glad  to  fee  a 
re&or  eftablifhed  there,  but  they  dread 
entering  into  new  engagements  till  they 
are  got  out  of  debt ; and  I have  not  yet 
got  them  wholly  over  to  my  opinion,  that 
a good  profeffor,  or  teacher  of  the  higher 
branches  of  learning,  would  draw  fo  many 
fcholars  as  to  pay  great  part,  if  not  the 
whole,  of  his  falary.  Thus,  unlefs  the 
proprietors  (of  the  province)  fhall  think 
fit  to  put  the  finifhing  hand  to  our  infti- 
tution,  it  mult,  1 fear,  wait  fome  few 
years  longer  before  it  can  arrive  at  that 
flate  of  perre&ion,  which  to  me  it  feems 
now  capable  of;  and  all  the  pleafuie  I 
promifed  myfelf  in  feeing  you  fettled 
among  us,  vanifhes  into  fmoke. 

But  good  Mr. ' Collinfon  writes  me 
word,  that  no  endeavours  of  his  {hall  be 
wanting ; and  he  hopes,  with  the  arch- 

bifhop’s  afiiftance,  to  be  able  to  prevail 

with 
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ivith  our  proprietors  *.  I pray  God  grant 
them  fuccefs. 

3\Iy  fon  prefents  his  affectionate  re~ 
gardSj  with,  dear  Sir, 

Yours,  &c. 

B.  FRANKLIN. 

P.  S.  I have  not  been  favoured  v/ith 
a line  from  you  fince  your  arrival  in. 
England. 

Philad.  April  iSth,  1754. 

DEAR  SIR, 

I have  had  but  one  letter  from  vou 

j 

fince  your  arrival  in  England,  which  was 
a fhort  one,  via  Bofton,  dated  OGober 
1 8th,  acquainting  me  that  you  had  writ- 
ten largely  by  Capt.  Davis. — Davis  was 
loft,'  and  with  him  your  letters,  to  my 

* Upon  the  application  of  archbilhop  Herring 
and  P.  Collinfon,  Efq,.  at  Dr.  Franklin’s  re  quell 
(aided  by  the  letters  of  Mr.  Allen  and  Mr.  Peters), 
the  Hon.  Thomas  Penn,  Efq.  fubfcribed  an  annual 
fum,  and  afterwards  gave  at  lead  5000I.  to  the 
founding  or  engrafting 'the  college  upon  the  aca- 
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great  difappointment. — Mefnard  and 
Gibbon  have  fince  arrived  here,  and  I 
hear  nothing  from  you. — My  comfort  is, 
an  imagination  that  you  only  omit  writ- 
ing becaufe  you  are  coming,  and  pur- 
pofe  to  tell  me  every  thing  viva  voce. 
So  not  knowing  whether  this  letter  will 
reach  you,  and  hoping  either  to  fee  or 
hear  from  you  by  the  Myrtilla,  Capt. 
Budden’s  (hip,  which  is  daily  expefted, 
I only  add,  that  1 am,  with  great  efteem 
and  affection, 

Yours,  &c. 

B.  FRANKLIN. 

Mr.  Smith. 

\ 

About  a month  after  the  date  of  this 
laft  letter,  the  gentleman  to  whom  it  was 
addreffed  arrived  in  Philadelphia,  and 
was  immediately  placed  at  the  head  of 
the  feminary ; whereby  Dr.  Franklin  and 
the  other  truftees  were  enabled  to  profe- 

cute  their  plan,  for  perfecting  the  infti- 

tution. 
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tution,  and  opening  the  college  upon  the 
large  and  liberal  foundation  on  which  it 
now  (lands  ; for  which  purpofe  they 
obtained  their  additional  charter,  dated 
May  27th,  1755. 

Thus  far  we  thought  it  proper  to  ex- 
hibit in  one  view  Dr.  Franklin’s  fervices 
in  the  foundation  and  eftablilhment  of 
this  feminary.  lie  foon  afterwards  em- 
barked for  England,  in  the  public  fer- 
vice  of  his  country  ; and  having  been 
generally  employed  abroad,  in  the  like 
fervice,  for  the  greateft  part  of  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life  (as  will  appear  in  our 
fubfequent  account  of  the  fame),  he  had 
but  few  opportunities  of  taking  any  fur- 
ther active  part  in  the  affairs  of  the  fe- 
minary, until  his  final  return  in  the  year 
1785,  when  he  found  its  charters  vio- 
lated, and  his  antient  colleagues,  the 
original  founders,  deprived  of  their 
trufl,  by  an  aft  of  the  legiflature  ; and 
although  his  own  name  had  been  inferted 
Vol.  I.  R 
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among  the  new  truftees,  yet  he  declined 
to  take  his  feat  among  them,  or  any  con- 
cern in  the  management  of  their  affairs, 
till  the  inffitution  was  reftored  by  law  to 
its  original  owners.  He  then  aflembled 
his  old  colleagues  at  his  own  houfe,  and 
being  chofen  their  prefident,  all  their 
future  meetings  were,  at  his  requeft, 
held  there,  till  within  a few  months  of 
his  death,  when  with  reluctance,  and  at 
their  defire,  left  he  might  be  too  much  in- 
jured by  his  attention  to  their  bufmefs,  he 
fuffered  them  to  meet  at  the  college. 

Franklin  not  only  gave  birth  to  many 
ufeful  inftitutions  himfelf,  but  he  was 
alfo  inftrumental^  in  promoting  thofe 
which  had  originated  with  other  men. 
About  the  year  1752,  an  eminent  phy- 
ftcian  of  this  city,  Dr.  Bond,  confidering 
the  deplorable  ftate  of  the  poor  when 
vifited  with  difeafe,  conceived  the  idea 
of  eftablifhing  an  hofpital.  Notwith- 
ftanding  very  great  exertions  on  his  pai  t* 
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he  was  able  to  intered  few  people  fo  far 
in  his  benevolent  plan,  as  to  obtain  fub- 
, fcriptions  from  them.  Unwilling  that 
his  fcheme  fhould  prove  abortive,  he 
fought  the  aid  of  Franklin,  who  readily 
engaged  in  the  bufinefs,  both  by  ufing 
his  influence  with  his  friends,  and  by 
dating  the  advantageous  influence  of  the 
propofed  inditution  in  his  paper.  Thefe 
efforts  were  attended  with  fuccefs.  Con- 
fiderable  fums  were  fubfcribed  ; but 
they  were  dill  fhort  of  what  was  necef- 
fary.  Franklin  now  made  another  ex- 
ertion. He  applied^  to  the  affembly ; 
and,  after  fome  oppofition,  obtained  - 
leave  to  bring  in  a bill,  fpecifying,  that 
as  foon  as  two  thoufand  pounds  were 
fubfcribed,  the  fame  fum  fhould  be 
drawn  from  the  treafury  by  the  fpeakei’s 
warrant,  to  be  applied  to  the  purpofes  of 
the  inditution.  The  oppofition,  as  the 
fum  was  granted  upon  a contingency 
which  they  fuppofed  would  never  take 

R 2 place, 
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place,  were  filent,  and  the  bill  palled. 
The  friends  of  the  plan  now  redoubled 
their  efforts,  to  obtain  fubfcriptions  to 
the  amount  dated  in  the  bill,  and  were 
foon  fuccefsful.  This  was  the  founda- 
tion of  the  Pennfylvania  Hofpital,  which, 
with  the  Bettering-houfe  and  Difpenfary, 
bears  ample  tedimony  of  the  humanity 
of  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia. 

Dr.  Franklin  had  conducted  himfelf 
fo  well  in  the  office  of  pod-mader,  and 
had  {hewn  himfelf  to  be  fo  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  budnefs  of  that  depart- 
ment, that  it  was  thought  expedient  to 
raife  him  to  a more  dignified  dation.  In 
1753  he  was  appointed  deputy  pod- 
mader-general  for  the  Britilh  colonies. 
The  profits  arifing  from  the  podage  of 
letters  formed  no  inconfiderable  part  of 
the  revenue,  which  the  crown  of  Great- 
. Britain  derived  from  thefe  colonies. 
In  the  hands  of  Franklin,  it  is  faid, 

1 that 
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that  the  poll-office  in  America  yielded 
annually  thrice  as  much  as  that  of  Ire- 
land. 

The  American  colonies  were  much 
expofed  to  depredations  on  their  fron- 
tiers, by  the  Indians  ; and  more  parti- 
cularly whenever  a war  took  place  be- 
tween France  and  England.  The  colo- 
nies, individually,  were  either  too  weak 
to  take  efficient  meafures  for  their  own 
defence,  or  they  were  unwilling  to  take 
upon  themfelves  the  whole  burden  of 
ere&ing  forts,  and  maintaining  garrifons, 
whilft  their  neighbours,  who  partook 
equally  with  themfelves  of  the  advan- 
tages, contributed  nothing  to  the  ex- 
pence. Sometimes  alfo  the  difputes, 
which  fubfifted  between  the  governors 
and  affemblies,  prevented  the  adoption 
of  means  of  defence  ; as  we  have  feen 
was  the  cafe  in  Pennfylvania  in  1745. 
To  devife  a plan  of  union  between  the 
colonies,  to  regulate  this  and  other  mat- 
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ters,  appeared  a defirable  object.  To 
accomplifli  this,  in  the  year  1 754,  com- 
miffioners  from  New-Hampfhire,  Maf- 
fachufetts,  Rhode-Ifland,  New-Jerfey, 
Pemifylvania,  and  Maryland,  met  at 
Albany.  Dr.  Franklin  attended  here, 
as  a commiffioner  from  Pennfylvania, 
and  produced  a plan,  which,  from  the 
place  of  meeting,  has  been  ufually 
termed  “ The  Albany  Plan  of  Union.” 
This  propofed,  that  application  fhould 
be  made  for  an  act  of  parliament,  to  efta-r 
blifh  in  the  colonies  a general  governr 
ment,  to  be  adminiftered  by  a prefidentr 
general,  appointed  by  the  crown,  and  by 
a grand  council,  confiding  of  members 
chofen  by  the  reprefentatives  of  the  dif- 
ferent colonies  ; their  number  to  be  in 
direct  proportion  to  the  fums  paid  by 
each  colony  into  the  general  treafury, 
with  this  reftri&ion,  that  no  colony 
Ihould  have  more  than  feven,  nor  lefs 
than  two  reprefentatives.  The  whole 

executive 
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executive  authority  was  committed  to 
the  prefident -general.  The  power  of 
legiflation  was  lodged  in  the  grand  coun- 
cil and  prefident  general  jointly  ; his 
confent  being  made  neceffary  to  palling 
a bill  into  a law.  The  power  veiled  in 
the  prefident  and  council  was,  to  de- 
clare war  and  peace,  and  to  conclude 
treaties  with  the  Indian  nations  ; to  regu- 
late trade  with,  and  to  make  purchafes  of 
vacant  lands  from  them,  either  in  the 
name  of  the  crown,  or  of  the  union  ; to 
fettle  new  colonies,  to  make  laws  for 
governing  thefe  until  they  Ihould  be 
erefted  into  feparate  governments  $ and 
to  raife  troops,  build  forts,  fit  out  armed 
veffels,  and  ufe  other  means  for  the  ge- 
neral defence  : and,  to  effect  thefe  things, 
a power  was  given  to  make  laws,  laying 
fuch  duties,  imports,  or  taxes,  as  they 
Ihould  find  neceffary,  and  as  would  be 
leaft  burthenfome  to  the  people.  All 
laws  were  to  be  fent  to  England  for  the 
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king’s  approbation ; and,  unlefs  difap- 
proved  of  within  three  years,  were  to 
remain  in  force.  All  officers  in  the  land 
or  lea  fervice  were  to  be  nominated  by 
the  prefident-general,  and  approved  of 
by  the  general  council  5 civil  officers 
were  to  be  nominated  by  the  council 
and  approved  by  the  prefident.  Such 
are  the  outlines  of  the  plan  propofed, 
for  the  consideration  of  the  congrefs,  by 
Dr.  Franklin.  After  Several  days’  dif- 
cuffion,  it  was  unaniinoufly  agreed  to  by 
the  commiffioners,  a copy  tranfmitted 
to  each  affembly,  and  one  to  the  king’s 
council.  The  fate  of  it  was  Singular.  It 
was  difapproved  of  by  the  miniflry  of 
Great  Britain,  bccaufe  it  gave  too  much 
power  to  the  reprefentatives  of  the  peo- 
ple ; and  it  was  rejedted  by  every  affem- 
bly, as  giving  to  the  prefident-general, 
the  representative  of  the  crown,  an  influ- 
ence greater  than  appeared  to  them  pro- 
per in  a plan  of  government  intended 

for 
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for  freemen.  Perhaps  this  rejeftion,  on 
both  Tides,  is  the  flrongeffc  proof  that 
could  be  adduced  of  the  excellence  of 
it,  as  fuited  to  the  fituation  of  America 
and  Great  Britain  at  that  time.  It  ap- 
pears to  have  fleered  exactly  in  the  mid- 
dle, between  the  oppofite  interefls  of 
both. 

Whether  the  adoption  of  this  plan 
would  have  prevented  the  feparation  of 
America  from  Great  Britain,  is  a quef- 
tion  which  might  afford  much  room  for 
fpeculation.  It  may  be  faid,  that,  by 
enabling  the  colonies  to  defend  them- 
felves,  it  would  have  removed  the  pre- 
text upon  which  the  (lamp-aft,  tea-aft, 
and  other  afts  of  the  Britifh  parliament, 
were  paffed  ; which  excited  a fpirit  of 
oppofition,  and  laid  the  foundation  for 
the  feparation  of  the  two  countries.  But, 
on  the  other  hand,  it  mull  be  admitted, 
that  the  reftriftion  laid  by  Great  Britain 
upon  our  commerce,  obliging  us  to  fell 
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our  produce  to  her  citizens  only,  and  to 
•take  from  them  various  articles,  of 
which,  as  our  manufactures  were  dif- 
couraged,  we  flood  in  need,  at  a price 
greater  than  that  for  which  they  could 
have  been  obtained  from  other  nations, 
mufl  inevitably  produce  diflatisfa&ion, 
even  though  no  duties  were  impcfed  by 
the  parliament  ; a circumflance  which 
might  ftill  have  taken  place.  Befides, 
as  the  prefident-general  was  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  crown,  he  mufl,  of  ne- 
ceffity,  be  devoted  to  its  views,  and 
would,  therefore,  refufe  his  afient  to  any 
laws,  however  falutary  to  the  communi- 
ty, which  had  the  mofl  remote  tendency 
to  injure  the  interefls  of  his  fovereign. 
Even  fhould  they  receive  his  affent,  the 
approbation  of  the  king  was  to  be  necef- 
fary ; who  would  indubitably,  in  every 
inflance,  prefer  the  advantage  of  his 
home  dominions  to  that  of  his  colonies. 
Hence  would  enfue  perpetual  difagree- 
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ments  between  the  council  and  the  pre- 
fident-general,  and  thus,  between  the 
people  of  America  and  the  crown  of 

Great  Britain  : While  the  colonies 

continued  weak,  they  would  be  obliged 
to  fubmit,  and  as  foon  as  they  acquired 
flrength  they  would  become  more  urgent 
in  their  demands,  until,  at  length,  they 
would  fhake  off  the  yoke,  and  declare 
themfelves  independent. 

Whillt  the  French  were  in  pofleffion 
of  Canada,  their  trade  with  the  natives 
extended  very  far ; even  to  the  back  of 
the  Britilh  fettlements.  They  were  dif- 
pofed,  from  time  to  time,  to  eltablilh 
polls  within  the  territory  which  the 
Englilh  claimed  as  their  own.  Inde- 
pendent of  the  injury  to  the  fur-trade, 
which  was  confiderable,  the  colonies  fuf- 
fered  this  further  inconvenience,  that 
the  Indians  were  frequently  inlligated  to 
commit  depredations  on  their  frontiers. 
In  the  year  1753,  encroachments  were 

made 
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made  upon  the  boundaries  of  Virginia. 
Remonllrances  had  no  effett.  In  the 
enfuing  year,  a body  of  men  was  fent 
out  under  the  command  of  Mr.  Wafli- 
ington,  who,  though  a very  young  man, 
had,  by  his  conduct  in  the  preceding 
year,  fhewn  himfell  worthy  of  fuch  an 
important  trull.  Whilft  marching  to 
take  polfelTion  of  the  poll  at  the  junction 
of  the  Allegany  and  Monongahela,  he 
was  informed  that  the  French  had  al- 
ready erefted  a fort  there.  A detach- 
ment of  their  men  marched  again!!  him. 
He  fortified  himfelf  as  flrongly  as  time 
and  circumftances  would  admit.  A fu- 
perioriiy  of  numbers  foon  obliged  him 
to  furrender  Fort  Necejfity.  He  obtained 

/ 

honourable  tdrrns  for  himfelf  and  men, 
and  returned  to  Virginia.  The  govern- 
ment of  Great  Britain  now  thought  it 
neceffary  to  interfere.  In  the  year 
1 755,  General  Braddock,  with  l'ome  re- 
giments of  regular  troops,  and  provin- 
4 cial 
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cial  levies,  was  fent  to  difpoflefs  the 
French  of  the  polls  upon  which  they  had 
feized.  After  the  men  were  all  read}*, 
a difficulty  occurred,  which  had  near- 
ly prevented  the  expedition.  This  was 
the  want  of  waggons.  Franklin  now 
hepped  forward,  and,  with  the  affihance 
of  his  fon,  in  a little  time  procured  a 
hundred  and  fifty.  Braddock  unfortu- 
nately fell  into  an  ambufcade,  and  pe- 
rilhed,  with  a number  of  his  men.  Wafii- 
ington,  who  had  accompanied  him  as  an 
aid-de  camp,  and  had  warned  him,  in 
vain,  of  his  danger,  now  difplayed  great 
military  talents  in  effecting  a retreat  of 
the  remains  of  the  army,  and  in  forming 
a junction  with  the  rear,  under  colonel 
Dunbar,  upon  whom  the  chief  command 
now  devolved.  With  fome  difficulty 
they  brought  their  little  body  to  a place 
of  fafety  ; but  they  found  it  neceffary  to 
dehroy  their  waggons  and  baggage,  to 
prevent  them  from  falling  into  the  hands 

of 
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of  the  enemy.  For  the  waggons  which  he 
had  furnifhed,  Franklin  had  given  bonds 
to  a large  amourit.  The  owners  declared 
their  intentions  of  obliging  him  to  make 
a reftitution  of  their  property.  Had  they 
put  their  threats  in  execution,  ruin  muft 
inevitably  have  been  the  confequence. 
Governor  Shirley,  finding  that  he  had 
incurred  thefe  debts  for  the  fervice  of 
government,  made  arrangements  to  have 
them  difcharged,  and  releafed  Franklin 
from  his  difagreeable  fituation. 

The  alarm  fpread  through  the  colo- 
nies, after  the  defeat  of  Braddoclc,  was 
very  great.  Preparations  to  arm  were 
every  where  made.  In  Pennfylvania, 
the  prevalence  of  the  quaker  interefl 
prevented  the  adoption  of  any  fyftem  of 
defence,  which  would  compel  the  citi- 
zens to  bear  arms.  Franklin  introduced 
into  the  aflembly  a bill  for  organizing  a 
militia,  by  which  every  man  was  allowed 
to  take  arms  or  not,  as  to  him  fhould  ap- 
pear 


DR.  FRANKLIN. 


255 


pear  fit.  The  quakers,  being  thus  left 
at  liberty,  differed  the  bill  to  pafs ; for 
although  their  principles  would  not 
fuffer  them  to  fight,  they  had  no  ob- 
jections to  their  neighbours  fighting-  for 
them.  In  confequence  of  this  a£t  a 
very  refpeCtable  militia  was  formed. 
The  fenfe  of  impending  danger  infufed 
a military  fpirit  into  all  whofe  religious 
tenets  were  not  oppofed  to  war.  Frank- 
lin was  appointed  colonel  of  a regiment 
in  Philadelphia,  which  confided  of  1200 
men. 

The  north-weftern  frontier  being  in- 
vaded by  the  enemy,  it  became  necef- 
fary  to  adopt  meafures  for  its  defence. 
Franklin  was  directed  by  the  governor 
to  take  charge  of  this  bufinefs.  A 
power  of  raifing  men,  and  of  appointing 
officers  to  command  them,  was  veiled 
• in  him.  He  foon  levied  a body  of  troops, 
with  which  he  repaired  to  the  place  at 
which  their  prefence  was  neceffiary. 

Here 
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Here  he  built  a fort,  and  placed  the 
garrifon  in  fuch  a polture  of  defence 
as  would  enable  them  to  withftand  the 

1 

inroads  to  which  the  inhabitants  had 
previoufly  been  expofed.  He  remained 
here  for  fome  time,  in  order  the  more 
completely  to  difcharge  the  trull  com- 
mitted to  him.  Some  bufmefs  of  im- 
portance at  length  rendered  his  prefence 
neceflary  in  the  affembly,  and  he  re- 
turned to  Philadelphia. 

The  defence  of  her  colonies  was  a 
great  expence  to  Great  Britain.  The 
molt  effeflual  mode  of  lelfening  this 
was,  to  put  arms  into  the  hands  of  the 
inhabitants,  and  to  teach  them  their 
ufe.  But  England  willred  not  that  the 
Americans  Ihould  become  acquainted 
with  their  own  flrength  She  was  ap- 
prehenftve,  that,  as  foon  as  this  period 
arrived,  they  would  no  longer  fubmit 
ro  that  monopoly  of  their  trade,  which 
to  them  was  highly  injurious,  but  ex- 
tremely 
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tfemely  advantageous  to  the  mother 
country.  In  companion  with  the  profits 
of  this,  the  expence  of  maintaining 
armies  and  fleets  to  defend  them  was 
trifling.  She  fought  to  keep  them  de- 
pendent upon  her  for  protection,  the 
bell  plan  which  could  be  devifed  for 
retaining  them  in  peaceable  fubjeCtion. 
The  lead  appearance  of  a military  fpi- 
rit  was  therefore  to  be  guarded  againfl, 
and,  although  a war  then  raged,  the 
a£t  organizing  a militia  was  difapproved 
of  by  the  miniftry.  The  regiments' 
which  had  been  formed  under  it  were 
difbanded,  vand'the  defence  of  the  pro- 
vince entrulled  to  regular  troops. 

The  difputes  between  the  proprietaries 
and  the  people  continued  in  full  force, 
although  a war  was  raging  on  the  fron- 
tiers. Not  even  the  fenfe  of  danger 
was  fufficient  to  reconcile,  for  ever  fo 
Ihort  a time,  their  jarring  interells. 
The  affembly  dill  infilled  upon  the 
^r°Li  **  S juflicc 
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jullice  of  taxing  the  proprietary  eftates  ; 
but  the  governors  conftantly  refufed  to 
give  their  affent  to  this  meafure,  with- 
out which  no  bill  could  pals  into  a lav/. 
Enraged  at  the  obftinacy,  and  what  they 
conceived  to  be  unjuft  proceedings, 
of  their  opponents,  the  affembly  at 
length  determined  to  apply  to  the  mo- 
ther country  for  relief.  A petition  was 
addreffed  to  the  king  in  council,  dating 
the  inconveniencies  under  which  the  in- 
habitants laboured,  from  the  attention 
of  the  proprietaries  to  their  private  in- 
terefts,  to  the  neglect  of  the  general 
welfare  of  the  community,  and  praying 
for  redrefs.  Franklin  was  appointed  to 
prefent  this  addrefs,  as  agent  for  the 
province  of  Pennfylvania,  and  departed 
from  America  in  June  1 757.  In  con- 
formity to  the  inllructions  which  he  had 
received  from  the  legiflature,  he  held  a 
conference  with  the  proprietaries,  who 
then  refided  in  England,  and  endea- 
voured 
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voured  to  prevail  upon  them  to  give  up 
the  long-contefled  point.  Finding  that 
they  would  hearken  to  ho  terms  of  ac- 
commodation, he  laid  his  petition  be- 
iore  the  council.  During  this  time 
governor  Denny  afTented  to  a law  im- 
pohng  a tax,  in  which  no  difcrimination 
was  made  in  favour  of  the  eflates  of  the 
Penn  family.  They,  alarmed  at  this 
intelligence,  and  franklin’s  exertions, 
ufed  their  utmofl  endeavours  to  prevent 
the  royal  fan&ion  being  given  to  this 
law,  which  they  reprefented  as  highly 
iniquitous,  defigned  to  throw  the  bur- 
ihen  of  fupporting  government  upon 
them,  and  calculated  to  produce  the 
moil  ruinous  confeqUences  to  them  and 
their  pofterity.  The  caufe  was  amply 
difcufled  before  the  privy  council.  The 
Penns  found  here  fome  flrenuous  advo- 
cates ; nor  were  there  wanting  fome 
who  warmly  efpoufed  the  fide  of  the 
people.  After  fome  time  fpent  in  de- 
S 2 bate. 
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bate,  a propofal  was  made,  that  Frank- 
lin fhould  folemnly  engage,  that  the  al- 
feflment  of  the  tax  fhould  be  fo  made, 
as  that  the  proprietary  eftates  fhould  pay 
no  more  than  a due  proportion.  This 
he  agreed  to  perform,  the  Penn  family 
withdrew  their  oppofition,  and  tranquil- 
lity was  thus  once  more  reftored  to  the 
province. 

The  mode  in  which  this  difpute  was 
terminated  is  a ftriking  proof  of  the  high 
opinion  entertained  of  Franklin’s  integri- 
ty and  honour,  even  by  thofe  who  con- 
fidered  him  as  inimical  to  their  views. 
Nor  was  their  confidence  ill-founded. 
The  affefiment  was  made  upon  the 
flricteft  principles  of  equity ; and  the 
proprietary  eftates  bore  only  a propor- 
tionable {hare  of  the  expences  of  fup- 

i . 

porting  government. 

After  the  completion  of  this  import- 
ant bufinefs,  Franklin  remained  at  the 

court  of  Great  Britain,  as  agent  for 
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the  province  of  Pennfylvania.  The 
extenfive  knowledge  which  he  polfefled 
of  the  fituation  of  the  colonies,  and  the 
| regard  which  he  always  manifefled  for 
their  interefts,  occafioned  his  appoint- 
ment to  the  fame  office  by  the  colonies 
of  Malfachufetts,  Maryland,  and  Geor- 
gia.. His  conduft,  in  this  fituation, 

\ 

was  fuch  as  rendered  him  Hill  more 

l 

dear  to  his  countrymen. 

He  had  now  an  opportunity  of  in- 
dulging in  the  fociety  of  thofe  friends 
whom  his  merits  had  procured  him 
while  at  a diftance.  The  regard  which 
they  had  entertained  for  him  was  rather 
increafed  by  a perfonal  acquaintance. 
The  oppofition  which  had  been  made  to 
his  difcoveries  in  philofophy  gradually 
ceafed,  and  the  rewards  of  literary  merit 
were  abundantly  conferred  upon  him. 
The  royal  fociety  of  London,  which  had 
at  firlt  refufed  his  performance  admiffion 
into  its  tranfaftions,  now  thought  it  an 
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honour  to  rank  him  among  its  fellows. 
Other  focieties  of  Europe  were  equally 
ambitious  of  calling  him  a member, 
i he  univerfity  of  St.  Andrews,  in  Scot- 
land, conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of 
Dodtor  of  I .aws.  Its  example  was  fol- 
lowed by  the  univerfities  of  Edinburgh 
and  of  Oxford.  His  correfpondence 
was  fought  for  by  the  mod  eminent 
philofophers  of  Europe.  His  letters  to 
thefe  abound  with  true  fcience,  delivered 
in  the  moft  fimple  unadorned  manner. 

The  province  of  Canada  was  at  this 
time  in  the  pofledion  of  the  French, 
who  had  originally  fettled  it.  The 
trade  with  the  Indians,  for  which  its 
fituation  was  very  convenient,  was  ex- 
ceedingly lucrative.  The  French  trad- 
ers here  found  a market  for  their  com- 
modities, and  received  in  return  large 
quantities  of  rich  furs,  which  they  dif- 
pofed  of  at  a high  price  in  Europe. 
Whilft  the  poiTeffion  of  this  country  was 

highly 
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highly  advantageous  to  France,  it  was 
a grievous  inconvenience  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  Britifh  colonies.  The  In- 
dians were  alraoft  generally  defirous  to 
cultivate  the  friendfhip  of  the  French, 
by  whom  they  were  abundantly  fupplied 
with  arms  and  ammunition.  Whenever  a 
war  happened,  the  Indians  were  ready  to 
fall  upon  the  frontiers  : and  this  they  fre- 
quently did,  even  when  Great  Britain 
and  France  were  at  peace.  From  thefe 
confiderations,  it  appeared  to  be  the  in- 
tereft  of  Great  Britain  to  gain  the  poffef- 
fion  of  Canada.  But  the  importance  of 
fuch  an  acquifition  was  not  well  under- 
Hood  in  England.  Franklin  about  this 
time  publi filed  his  Canada  pamphlet,  in 
which  he,  in  a very  forcible  manner, 
pointed  out  the  advantages  which  would 
refult  from  the  conquefi:  of  this  province. 

An  expedition  againft  it  was  planned, 
and  the  command  given  to  General 
Wolfe.  His  fuccefs  is  well  known. 

S 4 At 
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At  the  treaty  in  1762,  France  ceded 
Canada  to  Great  Britain  ; and  by  her 
ceflion  of  Louifiana,  at  the  fame  time, 
relinquiflied  all  her  poffeffions  on  the 
continent  of  America. 

Although  Dr.  Franklin  was  now  prin- 
cipally occupied  with  political  purfuits, 
he  found  time  for  philofophical  ftudies. 
He  extended  his  eledrical  refearches, 
and  made  a variety  of  experiments, 
particularly  on  the  tourmalin.  The 
lingular  properties  which  this  hone  pof- 
fefi'es  of  being  electrified  on  one  fide 
pofitively  and  on  the  other  negatively,  by 
heat  alone,  without  fridion,  had  been 
but  lately  obferved. 

Some  experiments  on  the  cold  pro- 
duced by  evaporation,  made  by  Dr. 
Cullen,  had  been  communicated  to  Dr, 
Franklin  by  Profeffor  Simpfon  of  Glaf- 
gow.  Thefe  he  repeated,  and  found 
that,  by  the  evaporation  of  ether  in  the 
exhaufted  receiver_of  an  air-pump,  fo 

great 
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great  a degree  of  cold  was  produced  in 
£ fummer’s  day,  that  water  was  convert- 
ed into  ice.  This,  difcovery  he  applied 
to  the  folution  of  a number  of  phenome- 
na, particularly  a lingular  fact,  which 
philofophers  had  endeavoured  in  vain 
to  account  for,  viz.  that  the  temperature 
of  the  human  body,  when  in  health, 
never  exceeds  96  degrees  of  Fahrenheit’s 
thermometer,  although  the  atmofphere 
which  furrounds  it  may  be  heated  to 
a much  greater  degree.  This  he  attri- 
buted to  the  increafed  perfpiration,  and 
confequent  evaporation^  produced  by  the 
heat. 

In  a letter  to  Mr.  Small  of  London, 
dated  in  May  1760,  Dr.  Franklin  makes 
a number  of  obfervations,  tending  to 
fhew  that,  in  North  America,  north-eaff 
{forms  begin  in  the  fouthrweft  parts. 
It  appears  from  actual  obfervation,  that 
a north-eaft  {form,  which,  extended  a 
eonfiderable  diftance,  commenced  at  Phi- 
ladelphia. 
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ladelphia  nearly  four  hours  before  it 
was  felt  at  Boffon.  He  endeavoured  to 
account  for  this,  by  fuppofmg  that,  from 
heat,  fome  rarefaction  takes  place  about 
the  gulph  of  Mexico,  that  the  air  further 
north  being  cooler  ruflies  in,  and  is  fuc- 
ceeded  by  the  cooler  and  denfer  air  Hill 
further  north,  and  that  thus  a continued 
current  is  at  length  produced. 

The  tone  produced  by  rubbing  the 
brim  of  a drinking  glafs  with  a wet 
finger  had  been  generally  known.  A 
JVJr.  Puckeridge,  an  lrilhman,  by  placing 
on  a table  a number  of  glaffes  of  differ- 
ent fizes,  and  tuning  them  by  partly 
filling  them  with  water,  endeavoured  to 
form  an  inftrument  capable  of  playing 
tunes.  He  was  prevented  by  an  untime- 
ly end  from  bringing  his  invention  to 
any  degree  of  perfe&ion.  After  his 
death  fome  improvements  were  made 
upon  his  plan.  The  fweetnefs  of  the 
tones  induced  Dr.  Franklin  to  make  a 
5 variety 
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variety  oF  experiments  ; and  he  at  length 
formed  that  elegant  inllrument  which 
he  has  called  th e Armrnica. , 

In  the  fummer  of  1762  he  returned  to 
America.  On  his  paflage  he  obferved 
the  fmgular  effedt  produced  by  the  agi- 
tation of  a veflel  containing  oil  floating 
on  water.  The  furface  of  the  oil  remains 
fmooth  and  unditlurbed,  whilA  the  water 
is  agitated  with  the  utmofl  commotion. 
No  fatisfa&ory  explanation  of  this  ap. 
pearance  has,  we  believe,  ever  been 
given. 

Dr.  Franklin  received  the  thanks  of 
the  aflembly  of  Pennfylvania,  cc  as  well 
for  the  faithful  difcharge  of  his  duty 
to  that  province  in  particular,  as  for 
the  many  and  important  fervices  done 
to  America  in  general,  during  his  refi- 
dence  in  Great  Britain.”  A compenfa- 
tion  of  5000I.  Pennfylvania  currency  was 
alfo  decreed  him  for  his  fervices  during 
fix  years. 
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During  his  abfence  he  had  been  an- 
nually elefted  member  of  the  affembly. 
On  his  return  to  Pennfyl vania  he  again 
took  his  feat  in  this  body,  and  continued 
a fteady  defender  of  the  liberties  of  the 
people. 

In  December  1762,  a circumflance 
which  caufed  great  alarm  in  the  province 
took  place.  A number  of  Indians  had 
redded  in  the  county  of  JLancafter, 
and  conducted  themfelves  uniformly  as 
friends  to  the  white  inhabitants.  Re-r 
peated  depredations  on  the  frontiers 
had  exafperated  the  inhabitants  to  fuch 
a degree,  that  they  determined  on  re-' 
venge  upon  every  Indian.  A number 
of  perfons,  to  the  amount  of  about  120.. 
principally  inhabitants  of  Donnegal  and 
Pcckftang  or  Paxton  townfhips,  in  the 
county  of  York,  aflembled  ; and,  mount- 
ed on  horfeback,  proceeded  to  the 
fettlement  of  thefe  harmlefs  and  de- 
fencelefs  Indians,  whofe  number  had 

now 


, Dk.  FRANkLiJJ.  2 6g 

now  been  reduced  to  about  twenty. 
The  Indians  received  intelligence  of  the 
attack  which  was  intended  againft  them* 
but  dilbelieved  it.  Confidering  the 
white  people  as  their  friends,  they  ap- 
prehended no  danger  from  them.  When 
the  party  arrived  at  the  Indian  fettlement, 
they  found  only  fome  women,  and  chil- 
dren, and  a few  old  men,  the  reft  being 
abfent  at  work.  They  murdered  all 
whom  they  found,  and  amongfl  others 
the  chief  Shahaes,  who  had  been  always 
diftinguifhed  for  his  friendfhip  to  the 
whites.  This  bloody  deed  excited  much 
indignation  in  the  well-difpofed  part  of 
the  community. 

The  remainder  of  thefe  unfortunate 
Indians,  who,  by  abfence,  had  efcaped 
the  maffacre,  were  conducted  to  Lan- 
cafter,  and  lodged  in  the  gaol  as  a place 
of  fecurity.  The  governor  iflued  a 
proclamation  expreffing  the  ftrongeft. 
difapprobation  of  the  adtion,  offering  a-. 
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reward  for  the  difcovery  of  the  perpefra* 
tors  of  the  deed,  ,and  prohibiting  all  in- 
juries to  the  peaceable  Indians  in  future. 
But,  notwithftanding  this,  a party  of  the 
fame  men  Ihortly  after  marched  to 
Lancaffer,  broke  open  the  gaol,  and  in- 
humanly butchered  the  innocent  Indians 
who  had  been  placed  there  for  fecurity. 
Another  proclamation  was  iffued,  but 
it  had  no  effect.  A detachment  march- 
ed down  to  Philadelphia,  for  the  ex- 
prefs  purpofe  of  murdering  fome  friendly 
Indians  who  had  been  removed  to  the 
city  for  fafety.  A number  of  the  citi- 
zens armed  in  their  defence.  The  Qua- 
kers, whofe  principles  are  oppofed  to 
fighting,  even  in  their  own  defence, 
were  molt  active  upon  this  occafion. 
The  rioters  came  to  Germantown.  The 
governor  fled  for  fafety  to  the  houfe 
of  Dr.  Franklin,  who,  with  fome  others, 
advanced  to  meet  the  Paxton  boys, 
as  they  were  called,  and  had  influence 
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enough  to  prevail  upon  them  to  relin- 
quifh  their  undertaking,  and  return  to 
their  homes.  ' 

The  dilputes  between  the  proprietaries 
and  the  affembly,  which,  for  a time, 
had  fubfided,  were  again  revived.  The 
proprietaries  Were  diflatisfied  with  the 
conceffions  made  in  favour  of  the  people, 
and  made  great  druggies  to  recover  the 
privilege  of  exempting  their  eftates  from 
taxation,  which  they  had  been  induced 
to  give  up. 

In  1763  the  affembly  paffed  a militia 
bill,  to  which  the  governor  refufed  to 
give  his  affent,  unlefs  the  affembly  would 
agree  to  certain  amendments  which  he 
propofed.  Thefe  confided  in  increadng 
the  fines,  and,  in  foine  cafes,  fubffitut- 
ing  death  for  fines.  He  wifhed  too  that 
the  officers  diould  be  appointed  alto- 
gether  by  himfelf,  and  not  be  nominated 
by  the  people,  as  the  bill  had  propofed. 
Thefe  amendments  the  affembly  confi- 
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dered  as  inconfident  with  the  fp'irit  of 
liberty.  They  would  not  adopt  them  j 
the  governor  was  obftinate,  and  the  bill 
was  loft. 

Thefe  and  various  other  circum- 
ftances  increafed  the  uneafinefs  which 
fubfifted  between  the  proprietaries  and 
the  aflembly,  to  fuch  a degree,  that,  in 
1764,  a petition  to  . the  king  was 
agreed  to  by  the  houfe,  praying  an  alte- 
ration from  a proprietary  to  a regal  go- 
vernment. Great  oppofition  was  made 
to  this  meafure,  not  only  in  the  houfe, 
but  in  the  public  prints.  A fpeech  of 
Mr.  Dickenfon,  on  the  fubjeft,  was  pub- 
lifhed,  with  a preface  by'  Dr.  Smith,  in 
which  great  pains  were  taken  to  fhew 
the  impropriety  and  impolicy  of  this 
proceeding.  A fpeech  of  Mr.  Gallo- 
way, in  reply  to  Mr.  Dickenfon,  was 
publifhed,  accompanied  with  a preface 
by  Dr.  Franklin  ; in  which  he  ably  op- 
pofed  the  principles  laid  down  in  the 
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preface  to  Mr.  Dickenfon’s  fpeech.  This 
application  to  the  throne  produced  no 
effect.  The  proprietary  government  was 
Hill  continued. 

At  the  election  for  a new  affembly,  in 
the  fall  of  1 764,  the  friends  of  the  pro- 
prietaries made  great  exertions  to  ex- 
clude thofe  of  the  adverfe  party;  and 
they  obtained  a fmall  majority  in  the  T 
city  of  Philadelphia.  Franklin  now  loft 
his  feat  in  the  houfe,  which  he  had  held 
for  fourteen  years.  On  the  meeting  of 
the  affembly,  it  appeared  that  there  was 
ftill  a decided  majority  of  Franklin’s 
friends.  He  was  immediately  appointed 
provincial  agent,  to  the  great  chagrin  of 
his  enemies,  who  made  a folemn  proteft 
againft  his  appointment ; which  was  re- 
fufed  admiffion  upon  the  minutes,  as 
being  unprecedented.  It  was,  however, 
publifhed  in  the  papers,  and  produced  a 
fpiiited  leply  from  him,  juft  before  his 
departure  for  England. 
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The  diflurbances  produced  in  Arfre-* 
rica  by  Mr.  Grenville’s  ftamp-aft,  and 
the  oppofition  made  to  it,  are  well  known. 
Under  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham’s 
adminiftration,  it  appeared  expedient  to 
endeavour  to  calm  the  minds  of  the 
colonifts  j and  the  repeal  of  the  odious 
tax  was  contemplated.  Among!!:  other 
means  of  collecting  information  on  the 
difpofition  of  the  people  to  fubmit  to  it, 
Dr.  Franklin  was  called  to  the  bar  of  the 
houfe  of  commons.  The  examination 
which  he  here  underwent  was  publifhed, 
and  contains  a ftriking  proof  of  the  ex- 
tent and  accuracy  of  his  information,  and 
the  facility  with  which  he  communicated 
his  fentiments.  He  reprefented  fafts  in 
fo  flrong  a point  of  view,  that  the  inex- 
pediency of  the  aft  mud.  have  appeared 
clear  to  every  unprejudiced  mind.  T-he 
aft,  after  fome  oppofition,  was  repealed,, 
about  a year  after  it  was  enacted,  and 

before  it  had  ever  been  carried  into  exe- 
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In  the  year  1766,  he  made  a vifit  to 
Holland  and  Germany  v and  received  the 
greatell:  marks  of  attention  from  men  of 
fcience.  In  his  paifage  through  Hol- 
land, he  learned  from  the  watermen  the 
effedt  which  a diminution  of  the  quan- 
tity of  water  in  canals  has,  in  impeding 
the  progrefs  of  boats.  Upon  his  return 
to  England,  he  was  led  to  make  a numt 
ber  of  experiments ; all  of  which  tended 
to  confirm  the  obfervation.  Thefe,  with 
an  explanation  of  the  phenomenon,  he 
communicated  in  a letter  to  his  friend. 
Sir  John  Pringle,  which  is  contained  in 
the  volume  of  his  philofophical  pieces. 

In  the  following  year  he  travelled  into 
France,  where  he  met  with  a no'lefs  fa- 
vourable reception  than  he  had  experi- 
enced in  Germany.  He  was  introduced 
to  a number  of  literary  characters,  and 
to  the  king,  Louis  XV. 

Several  letters  written  by  Hutchinfon, 
Oliver,  and  others,  to  perfons  in  eminent 
T 2 ftations 
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ftations  in  Great  Britain,  came  into  the 
hands  of  Dr.  Franklin.  Thefe  conr 
tained  the  mod  violent  invedtives  againft 
the  leading  characters  of  the  date  of 
MaiTachufetts,  and  drenuoufly  advifed 
the  profecution  of  vigorous  meafures,  to 
compel  the  people  to  obedience  to  the 
meafures  of  the  minidry.  Thefe  he 
tranfmitted  to  the  legiflature,  by  whom 
they  were  publiffied.  Atteded  copies  of 
them  were  fent  to  Great- Britain,  with  an 
addrefs,  praying  the  king  to  difcharge 
from  office  perfons  who  had  rendered 
themfelves  fo  obnoxious  to  the  people, 
and  who  had  ffiewn  themfelves  fo  un- 
friendly to  their  intereds.  The  publi- 
cation of  thefe  letters  produced  a duel 
between  Mr.  Whately  and  Mr.  Temple ; 
each  of  whom  was  fufpedted  of  having 
been  indrumental  in  procuring  them. 
To  prevent  any  further  difputes  on  this 
fubjedl,  Dr.  Franklin,  in  one  of  the  pub- 
lic papers,  declared  that  he  had  fent 

them 
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them  to  America,  but  would  give  no 
information  concerning  the  manner  in 
which  he  had  obtained  them ; nor  was 
this  ever  difcovered. 

Shortly  after,  the  petition  of  the  Maf- 
fachufetts’  aflembly  wa§  taken  up  for 
examination  before  the  privy  council. 
Dr.  Franklin  attended,  as  agent  for  the 
alfembly  ; and  here  a torrent  of  the  moil 
violent  and  unwarrantable  abufe  was 
poured  upon  him  by  the  folicitor-ge- 
neral,  Wedderburne,  who  was  engaged 
as  counfel  for  Oliver  and  Hutchinfon, 
The  petition  was  declared  to  be  fcandal- 
ous  and  vexatious,  and  the  prayer  of  it 
refufed. 

Although  the  parliament  of  Great- 
Britain  had  repealed  the  ftamp-aft,  it 
was  only  upon  the  principle  of  expe- 
diency. They  Hill  infilled  upon  their 
right  to  tax  the  colonies  ; and,  at  the 
fame  time  that  the  flamp-adl  was  re- 
pealed, an  a&  was  palfed,  declaring  the 
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right  of  parliament  to  bind  the  colonies 
in  all  cafes  whatfoever.  This  language 
was.ufed  by  even  the  moll  ftrenuous  op- 
pofers  of  the  flamp-aft  ; and,  amongft 
others,  by  Mr.  Pitt.  This  right  was 
never  recognized  by  the  colonifls ; but, 
as  they  flattered  themfelves  that  it  would 
not  be  exercifed,  they  were  not  very 
aCtive  in  remonftrating  againft  it.  Had 
this  pretended  right  been  fuffered  to  re- 
main dormant,  the  colonifls  would  cheer- 
fully have  furnifhed  their  quota  of  fup- 
plies,  in  the  mode  to  which  they  had 
been  accuftomed ; that  is,  by  a£ts  of 
their  own  aflemblies,  in  confequence  of 
requifitions  from  the  fecretary  of  ftate. 
If  this  practice  had  been  purfued,  fuch 
,was  the  difpofition  of  the  colonies  to- 
wards the  mother  country,  that,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  difadvantages  under  which 
they  laboured,  from  reftraints  upon  their 
trade,  calculated  folely  for  the  benefit  of 
the  commercial  and  manufacturing  in- 
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tcrefts  of  Great-Britain,  a reparation  of 
the  two  countries  might  have  been  a far 
diftant  event.  The  Americans,  from 
their  earlieft  infancy,  were  taught  to  ve- 
nerate a people  from  whom  they  were 
defcended  ; whofe  language,  laws,  and 
manners,  were  the  fame  as  their  own. 
They  looked  up  to  them  as  models  of 
perfection ; and,  in  their  prejudiced 
minds,  the  molt  enlightened  nations  of 
Europe  were  eonfidered  as  almoft  barba- 
rians, in  comparifon  with  Englifhmen. 
The  name  of  an  Englifhman  conveyed 
to  an  American  the  idea  of  every  thing 
good  and  great.  Such  fentiments  in- 
filled into  them  in  early  life,  what  but  a 
repetition  of  unjuft  treatment  could  have 
induced  them  to  entertain  the  mofl  dif- 
tant  thought  of  feparation ! The  duties 
on  glafs,  paper,  leather,  painters’  colours, 
tea,  &c. ; the  disfranchifement  of  fome 
of  the  colonies  ; the  obftruCtion  to  the 
pjeafures  of  the  legiflature  in  others,  by 
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the  king’s  governors  ; the  contemptuous 
treatment  of  their  humble  remonftrances, 
ftating  their  grievances  and  praying  a re- 
drefs  of  them,  and  other  violent  and  op- 
preffive  meafures,  at  length  excited  an 
ardent  fpirit  of  oppofition.  Inftead  of 
endeavouring  to  allay  this  by  a more  le- 
nient condudl,  the  miniftry  fqemed  refo- 
lutely  bent  upon  reducing  the  colonies 
to  the  mod;  ilavifh  obedience  to  their  de- 
crees. But  this  tended  only  to  aggra- 
vate. Vain  were  all  the  efforts  made  ufe 
of  to  prevail  upon  them  to  lay  afide  their 
defigns,  to  convince  them  of  the  impof- 
iibility  of  carrying  them  into  efFedt,  and 
of  the  mifchievous  confequences  which 
muff  enfue  from  a continuance  of  the 
attempt.  They  perfevered  with  a de- 
gree of  inflexibility  fcarcely  paralleled. 

The  advantages  which  Great-Britain 
derived  from  her  colonies  were  fo  great, 
that  nothing  but  a degree  of  infatuation 
little  fhort  of  madnefs  could  have  pro- 
duced 
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tluced  a continuance  of  meafures  calcu- 
lated to  keep  up  a fpirit  of  uneafinefs, 
which  might  occafion  the  flighted:  wi/h 
for  a reparation.  When  we  confider  the 
great  improvement  in  the  fcience  of  go- 
vernment, the  general  diffufion  of  the 
principles  of  liberty  amongft  the  people 
of  Europe,  the  effects  which  thefe  have 
already  produced  in  France,  and  the 
probable  confequences  which  will  refult 
from  them  elfewjhere,  all  of  which  are  the 
offspring  of  the  American  revolution,  it 
cannot  but  appear  ffrange,  that  events  of 
fo  great  moment  to  the  happinefs  of 
mankind  fliould  have  been  ultimately 
occafioned  by  the  wicked nefs  or  igno- 
rance of  a Britifti  miniftry. 

Dr.  Franklin  left  nothing  untried  to 
prevail  upon  the  miniftry  to  confent  to 
a change  of  meafures.  In  private  com- 
verfations,  and  in  letters  to  perfons  in 
government,  he  continually  expatiated 
upon  the  impolicy  and  injuftice  of  their 
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conduct  towards  America  ; and  ftated,. 
that,  notwithftanding  the  attachment  of 
the  colonifts  to  the  mother  country,  a 
repetition  of  ill  treatment  mull  ultimately 
alienate  their  affections.  They  liftened 
not  to  his  advice.  They  blindly  perfe- 
vered  in  their  own  fchemes,  and  left  to 
the  coloniffs  no  alternative,  but  oppo- 
fition  or  unconditional  fubmiflion.  The 
latter  accorded  not  with  the  principles  of 
freedom,  which  they  had  been  taUght  to 
revere.  To  the  former  they  were  com- 
pelled, though  reluctantly,  to  have  re- 
coil rfe. 

Dr.  Franklin,  finding  all  efforts  to  re? 
ftore  harmony  between  Great-Britain  and 
her  colonies  ufelefs,  returned  to  Arne? 
rica  in  the  year  1775  ; juft  after  the 
commencement  of  hoffilities.  The  day 
after  his  return  he  was  elected  by  the  le- 
giflature  of  Pennfylvania  a delegate  to 
congrefs.  Not  long  after  his  eleftion  a 
committee  was  appointed,  confiding  of 

Mr, 


PR,  FRANKLIN.  283 

Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Harrifon,  and  himfelf, 
to  vifit  the  camp  at  Cambridge,  and,  in 
conjundtion  with  the  commander  in 
chief,  to  endeavour  to  convince  the 
troops,  whofe  term  of  enlift'nient  was 
about  to  expire,  of  the  neceflity  of  their 
continuing  in  the  field,  and  perfevering 
in  the  caufe  of  their  country. 

Jn  the  fall  of  the  fame  year  he  vifited 
Canada,  to  endeavour  to  unite  them  in 
the  common  caufe  of  liberty;  but  they 
could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  oppofe 
the  meafures  of  the  Britilh  government. 
M.  Le  Roy,  in  a letter  annexed  to 
Abbe  Fauchet’s  eulogium  of  Dr.  Frank- 
lin, Hates  that  the-  ill  fuccefs  of  this  ne- 
gotiation was  occafioned,  in  a great  de- 
gree, by  religious  animofities  which  fub- 
fifted  between  the  Canadians  and  their 
neighbours,  fome  of  whom  had  at  dif- 
ferent times  burnt  their  chapels. 

When  Lord  Howe  came  to  America, 
in  1 776,  veiled  with  power  to  treat  with 

the 


LIFE  OF 


284 

the  colonifts,  a correfpondence  took 
place  between  him  and  Dr.  Franklin,  on 
the  fubject  of  a reconciliation.  Dr. 
Franklin  was  afterwards  appointed,  to- 
gether with  John  Adams  and  Edward 
Rutledge,  to  wait  upon  the  commiflion- 
ers,  in  order  to  learn  the  extent  of  their 
powders.  Thefe  were  found  to  be  only  to 
grant  pardons  upon  fubmiflion.  Thefe 
were  terms  which  would  not  be  accepted ; 
and  the  objeft  of  the  commiflioners 
could  not  be  obtained. 

The  momentous  queftion  of  independ- 
ence was  fliortly  after  brought  into 
view,  at  a time  when  the  fleets  and  ar- 
mies which  were  fent  to  enforce  obedi- 
ence were  truly  formidable.  With  an 
army,  numerous  indeed,  but  ignorant  of 
difcipline,  and  entirely  ui>fkil led  in  the 
art  of  war,  without  money,  without  a 
fleet,  without  allies,  and  with  nothing 
but  the  love  of  liberty  to  fupport  them, 
the  colonifts  determined  to  fcparate  from 
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a country  from  which  they  had  expe- 
rienced a repetition  of  injury  and  infult. 
In  this  quedion,  Dr.  Franklin  was  de- 
cidedly in  favour  of  the  meafure  pro- 
pofed,  and  had  great  influence  in  bring- 
ing over  others  to  his  fentiments. 

The  public  mind  had  been  pretty  fully 
prepared  for  this  event,  by  Mr.  Faine’s 
' celebrated  pamphlet,  Common  Senfe, 
There  is  good  reafon  to  believe  that  Dr. 
Franklin  hail  no  inconfiderable  fhare,  at 
lead,  in  furnifliing  materials  for  this 
work. 

In  the  .convention  which  aflembled  at 
Philadelphia  in  1 776,  for  the  purpofe  of 
edablifliing  a new  form  of  government 
for  the  date  of  Pennfylvania,  Dr.  Frank- 
lin was  chofen  prefident.  The  late  con- 
ditution  of  this  date,  which  was  the  refult 
of  their  deliberations,  may  be  confidered 
as  a diged  of  his  principles  of  govern- 
ment. Tile  Angle  legiflature,  and  the 
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plural  executive,  feem  to  have  been  his 
favourite  tenets. 

In  the  latter  end  of  1776,  Dr.  Frank- 
lin was  appointed  to  aflift  in  the  nego- 
tiations which  had  been  fet  on  foot  by 
Silas  Deane  at  the  court  of  France.  A 
conviction  of  the  advantages  of  a com- 
mercial intercourfe  with  America,  and  a 
defire  of  weakening  the  Britifh  empire 
by  difmembering  it,  firft  induced  the 
French  court  to  liften  to  propofals  of  an 
alliance.  But  they  fhewed  rather  a re- 
luctance to  the  meafure,  which,  by  Dr* 
Franklin’s  addrels,  and  particularly  by 
the  fuccefs  of  the  American  arms  againft: 
general  Burgoyne,  was  at  length  over- 
come ; and  in  February  1778  a treaty 
of  alliance,  offenfive  and  defenfive,  was 
concluded  ; in  confequence  of  which 
France  became  involved  in  the  war  with 
Great-Britain. 

Perhaps  no  perfon  could  have  been 
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found,  more  capable  of  rendering  effen- 
tial  fervices  to  the  United  States  at  the 
court  of  France,  than  Dr.  Franklin.  He 
was  well  known  as  a philofopher,  an! 
his  character  was  held  in  the  highefi: 
eftimation.  He  was  received  with  the 
-greated  marks  of  refpeft  by  all  the  lite- 
rary characters  ; and  this  refpeft  was 
extended  amongft  all  clafies  of  men. 
liis  perfonal  influence  was  hence  very 
confiderable.  To  the  effects  of  this  were 
added  thofe  of  various  performances 
which  he  publilhed,  tending  to  eftabliflt 
the  credit  and  charadter  of  the  United 
States.  To  his  exertions  in  this  way, 
may,  in  no  final!  degree,  be  afcribed  the 
fuccefs  of  the  loans  negotiated  in  Hol- 
land and  France  which  greatly  contri- 
buted to  bringing  the  war  to  a happy 
conclufion. 

The  repeated  ill  fuccefs  of  their  arms, 
and  more  particularly  the  capture  of 
Cornwallis  and  his  army,  at  length  con- 
vinced 
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vinced  the  Britifh  nation  of  the  impof- 
fibility  of  reducing  the  Americans  to  fub- 
jeftion.  The  trading  intereft  particu- 
larly became  clamorous  for  peace.  The 
niiniltry  were  unable  longer  to  oppofe 
their  willies.  Provifional  articles  of 
peace  were  agreed  to,  and  figned  at  Paris 
on  the  30th  of  November,  1782,  by  Dr. 
Franklin,  Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  Jay,  and 
Mr.  Laurens,  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States ; and  by  Mr.  Ofwald  on  the  part 
of  Great-Britain.  Thefe  formed  the 
bafis  of  the  definitive  treaty,  which  was 
concluded  the  3d  of  September  1783, 
and  figned  by  Dr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Adams, 
and  Mr.  Jay  on  the  one  part,  and  by 
Mr.  David  Hartley  on  the  other. 

On  the  3d  of  April  1783,  a treaty 
of  amity  and  commerce,  between  the 
United  States  and  Sweden,  was  con- 
cluded at  Paris,  by  Dr.  Franklin  and  the 
Count  Von  Krutz. 

A fimilar  treaty  with  Prilflia  was  con- 
cluded 
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eluded  in  1785,  not  long  before  Dr. 
Franklin’s  departure  from  Europe. 

Dr,  Franklin  did  not  fuffer  his  politi- 
cal purfuits  to  engrofs  his  whole  atten- 
tion. Some  of  his  performances  made 
their  appearance  in  Paris.  The  objett 
of  thefe  was  generally  the  promotion  of 
induftry  and  oeconomy. 

In  the  year  1784,  when  animal  mag- 
netifm  made  great  noife  in  the  world, 
particularly  at  Paris,  it  was  thought  a 
matter  of  fuch  importance,  that  the 
king  appointed  c.ommiffioners  to  exa- 
mine into  the  foundation  of  this  pre- 
tended fcience.  Dr.  Franklin  was  one 
of  the  number.  After  a fair  and  dili- 
gent examination,  in  the  courfe  of  which 
Mefmer  repeated  a number  of  experi- 
ments, in  the  prefence  of  the  commif- 
fioners,  fome  of  which  were  tried  upon 
themfelves,  they  determined  that  it  was 
a mere  trick,  intended  to  impofe  upon 
Vol.  I.  U the 
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the  ignorant  and  credulous — Mefmer 
was  thus  interrupted  in  his  career  to 
wealth  and  fame,  and  a mod  infolent  at- 
tempt to  impofe  upon  the  human  under- 
ftanding  baffled. 

The  important  ends  of  Dr.  Franklin’s 
million  being  completed  by  the  efta- 
blifhment  of  American  independence, 
and  the  infirmities  of  age  and  difeafe 
coming  upon  him,  he  became  defirous 
of  returning  to  his  native  country.  Upon 
application  to  congrefs  to  be  recalled, 
Mr.  Jefferfon  was  appointed  to  fucceed 
him,  in  1785.  Some  time  in  September 
of  the  fame  year,  Dr.  Franklin  arrived 
in  Philadelphia.  Fie  was  fhortly  after 
chofen  member  of  the  fupreme  executive 
council  for  the  city  ; and  foon  after  was 
elefted  prefident  of  the  fame. 

When  a convention  was  called  to 
meet  in  Philadelphia,  in  1787,  for  the 
purpofe  of  giving  more  energy  to  the 

government 
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government  of  the  union,  by  revifing 
and  amending  the  articles  of  confedera- 
tion, Dr.  Franklin  was  appointed  a de- 
legate from  the  State  of  Pennfylvania. 
lie  figned  the  conflitution  which  they  pro- 
pofed  for  the  union,  and  gave  it  the  molt 
unequivocal  marks  of  his  approbation. 

A fociety  for  political  enquiries,  of 
which  Dr.  Franklin  was  prefident,  was 
eftablifhed  about  this  period.  The  meet- 
ings were  held  at  his  houfe.  Two  or 
three  elfays  read  in  this  fociety  were  pub- 
lifhed.  It  did  not  long  continue. 

In  the  year  17S7,  two  focieties  were 
eftablifhed  in  Philadelphia,  founded  in 
the  principles  of  the  moft  liberal  and 
refined  humanity — The  Philadelphia  So- 
ciety for  alleviating  the  miferies  of  public 
prifons  ; and  the  Pennfylvania  Society  for 
promoting  the  abolitio?i  of  Jlavery , the 
relief  of  free  negroes  unlawfully  held  in 
bondage , and  the  improvement  of  the  con- 
dition of  the  African  rac\  Of  each  of 
U 2 thefe 
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thefe  Dr.  Franklin  was  prefident.  The 
labours  of  thefe  bodies  have  been  crown- 
ed with  great  fuccefs  ; and  they  continue 
to  profecute,  with  unwearied  diligence, 
the  laudable  defigns  for  which  they  were 
eftablifhed. 

Dr.  Franklin’s  increafmg  infirmities 
prevented  his  regular  attendance  at  the 
council-chamber;  and,  in  1788,  he  re- 
tired wholly  from  public  life. 

His  conftitution  had  been  a remark- 
ably  good  one.  He  had  been  little  fub- 
je£t  to  difeafe,  except  an  attack  of  the 
gout  occafionally,  until  about  the  year 
1781,  when  he  was  firft  attacked  with 
fymptoms  of  the  calculous  complaint 
which  continued  during  his  life.  Dur- 
ing the  intervals  of  pain  from  this  grie- 
vous difeafe,  he  fpent  many  cheerful 
hours,  converfing  in  the  moll  agreeable 
and  inflruclive  manner.  His  faculties 
were  entirely  unimpaired,  even  to  the 
hour  of  his  death. 


His 
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His  name,  as  prefident  of  the  Aboli- 
tion Society,  was  figned  to  the  memorial 
prefented  to  the  Houfe  of  Reprefenta-' 
tives  of  the  United  States,  on  the  1 2th 
of  February  1789,  praying  them  to 
exert  the  full  extent  of  power  veiled  in 
them  by  the  conllitution,  in  difcourag- 
ing  the  traffic  of  the  human  fpecies. 
This  was  his  lad  public  acl.  In  the  de- 
bates to  which  this  memorial  gave  rife, 
feveral  attempts  were  made  to  juftify 
the  trade.  In  the  Federal  Gazette  of 
March  25th,  there  appeared  an  effay, 
figned  Fliftoricus,  written  by  Dr.  Frank- 
lin, in  which  he  communicated  a fpeech, 
faid  to  have  been  delivered  in  the  Di- 
van of  Algiers  in  1687,  in  oppofition  to 
the  prayer  of  the  petition  of  a fe£l  called 
Erika , or  purifls,  for  the  abolition  of 
piracy  and  flavery.  This  pretended 
African  fpeech  was  an  excellent  parody 
of  one  delivered  by  Mr.  Jackfon  of 
Georgia.  All  the  arguments  urged  in 
U 3 favour 
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favour  of  negro  flavery,  are  applied  with 
equal  force  to  juftify  the  plundering  and 
enflaving  of  Europeans.  It  affords,  at 
the  fame  time,  a dem'onftration  of  the 
futility  of  the  arguments  in  defence  of 
the  have  trade,  and  of  the  ftrength  of 
mind  and  ingenuity  of  the  author  at  his 
advanced  period  of  life.  It  furnifhed  too 
a no  lefs  convincing  proof  of  his  power  of 
imitating  the  ftyle  of  other  times  and  na- 
tions, than  his  celebrated  parable  againft 
perfecution.  And  as  the  latter  led  many 
perfons  to  fearch  the  fcriptures  with  a 
view  to  find  it,  fo  the  former  caufed 
many  perfons  to  fearch  the  book-flores 
and  libraries,  for  the  work  from  which  it 
was  faid  to  be  extracted*. 

In  the  beginning  of  April  following, 
he  was  attacked  with  a fever  and  com- 
plaint of  his  bread, . which  terminated 
his  exigence.  The  following  account  of 
his  laft  illnefs  was  written  by  his  friend 
and  phyfician,  Dr.  Jones. 

* This  fpeecli  will  be  found  in  the  volume  of  Eflhys. 

“ The 
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« The  done,  with  which  he  had  been 
afflicted  for  feveral  years,  had  for  the 
laid  twelve  months  confined  him  chiefly 
to  his  bed ; and  during  the  extreme 
painful  paroxyfms,  he  was  obliged  to 
take  large  dofes  of  laudanum  to  mitigate 
his  tortures — (till,  in  the  intervals  of 
pain,  he  not  only  amufed  himfelf  with 
reading  and  converting  cheerfully  with 
his  family,  and  a few  friends  who  vifited 
him,  but  was  often  employed  in  doing 
bufinefs  of  a public  as  well  as  private 
nature*  with  various  perfons  who  waited 
on  him  for  that  purpofe  ; and  in  every 
ijiftance  difplayed,  not  only  that  readi- 
nefs  and  difpofition  of  doing  good, 
which  was  the  diftinguilhing  charac- 
teriftic  of  his  life,  but  the  fulled  and 
cleared  poffeffion  of  his  uncommonjnen- 
tal  abilities  ; and  not  unfrequently  in- 
dulged himfelf  in  thofe  jeux  d* efprit  and 
entertaining  anecdotes  which  were  the 
delight  of  all  who  heard  him. 

U4 
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“ About  fixteen  days  before  his  death, 
he  was  feized  with  a feverifh  indifpofi- 
tion,  without  any  particular  fymptoms 
attending  it,  till  the  third  or  fourth  day, 
when  he  complained  of  a pain  in  the 
left  breaft,  which  increafed  till  it  be- 
came extremely  acute,  attended  with  a 
cough  and  laborious  breathing.  Dur- 
ing this  date,  when  the  fe\rerity  of  his 
pains  fometimes  drew  forth  a groan  of 
complaint,  he  would  obferve — that  he 
was  afraid  he  did  not  bear  them  as  he 
ought — acknowledged  his  grateful  fenfe 
of  the  many  bleffings  he  had  received 
from  that  Supreme  Being  who  had 
raifed  him  from  fmall  and  low  begin- 
nings to  fuch  high  rank  and  confider- 
slion  among  men — and  made  no  doubt 
but  his  prefent  afflictions  were  kindly 
intended  to  wean  him  from  a world 
in  which  he  was  no  longer  fit  to  aft  the 
part  affigned  him.  In  this  frame  of 
body  and  mind  he  continued  till  five  days 
4 before 
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before  his  death,  when  his  pain  and  dif 
ficulty  of  breathing  entirely  left  him, 
and  his  family  were  flattering  themfelves 
with  the  hopes  of  his  recovery,  when  an 
import  hum  ation,  which  had  formed  it- 
felf  in  his  lungs,  fuddenly  burft,  and 
difcharged  a great  quantity  of  matter, 
which  he  continued  to  throw  up  while 
he  had  fufhcient  flrength  to  do  it;  but, 
as  that  failed,  the  organs  of  refpiration 
became  gradually  opprefled — a calm  le- 
thargic date  fucceeded and,  on  the 

17th  of  April  1790,  aboflt  eleven  o’clock 
at  night,  he  quietly  expired,  clofing  a 
long  and  ufeful  life  of  eighty-four  years 
and  three  months. 

“ It  may  not  bh  amifs  to  add  to  the 
above  account,  that  Dr.  Franklin,  in 
the  year  1735,  had  a fevere  pleurify, 
which  terminated  in  an  abfcefs  of  the 
left  lobe  of  his  lungs,  and  he  was  then 
aim  oft  fuflbcated  with  the  quantity  and 
fjddcnnefs  of  the  difcharge.  A fecond 

" attack 
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attack  of  a fimilar  nature  happened  fome 
years  after  this,  from  which  he  foon 
recovered,  and  did  not  appear  to  fuffer 
any  inconvenience  in  his  refpiration  from 
thefe  difeafes.” 


The  following  epitaph  on  himfelf,  was 
written  by  him  many  years  previous  to 
his  death : 

THE  BODY 
of 

Benjamin  Franklin,  Printer 
: f (Like  the  cover  of  an  old  book, 

Its  contents  torn  out, 

And  ftript  of  its  lettering  and  gilding), 

Lies  here,  food  for  worms  ; 

Yet  the  work  itfelf  fhall  not  be  loll. 

For  it  will  (as  he  believed)  appear  once  more, 

In  a new 

And  more  beautiful  edition, 

Corredted  and  amended 

. by 

The  Author. 
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Extracts  from  the  lajl  Will  and  Tcfta- 
ment  of  Dr.  Franklin. 

WITH  regard  to  my  books,  thofe  I 
had  in  France,  and  thofe  I left  in  Phila- 
delphia, being  now  affembled  together 
here,  and  a catalogue  made  of  them,  it 
is  my  intention  to  difpofe  of  the  fame  as 
follows : 

My  hiftory  of  the  Academy  of  Sci- 
ences, in  fixty  or  feventy  volumes 
quarto,  I give  to  the  philofophical  fo~ 
ciety  of  Philadelphia,  of  which  I have 
the  honour  to  be  prefident.  My  collec- 
tion in  folio  of  Les  Arts  iff  les  Metiers , 
I give  to  the  American  philofophical 
fociety,  eltablifhed  in  New  England, 
of  which  I am  a member.  My  quarto 

edition  of  the  fame  Arts  iff  Metiers , I 

* » 

give  to  the  library  company  of  Philadel-. 

ij  * « • 
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phia.  Such  and  fo  many  of  my  books 
as  I fliall  mark,  in  the  faid  catalogue, 
with  the  name  of  my  grand fon  Benjamin 
Franklin  Bache,  1 do  hereby  give  to 
him  : and  fuch  and  fo  many  of  my 
books,  as  1 fliall  mark  in  the.  faid  cata- 
logue with  the  name  of  my  grandfon 
William  Bache,  I do  hereby  give  to 
him : and  fuch  as  fliall  be  marked  with 
the  name  of  Jonathan  Williams,  I hereby 
give  to  my  coufln  of  (hat  name.  The 
refldue  and  remainder  of  all  my  books, 
manufcripts,  and  papers,  I do  give  to 
my  grandfon  William  Temple  Franklin. 
My  fliare  in  the  library  company  of  Phi- 
ladelphia I give  to  my  grandfon  Benjamin 
Franklin  Bache,  confiding  that  he  will 
permit  his  brothers  and  lifters  to  fliare 
in  the  ufe  of  it. 

I was  born  in  Bolton,  New  England, 
and  owe  my  firfh  inftruttions  in  literature 
to  the  free  gramnrar-fehools  eflabhlhed 
there.  1 therefore  give  one  hundred 
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pounds  fterling  to  my  executors,  to  be 
by  them,  the  furvivors  or  furvivor  of 
them,  paid  over  to  the  managers  or  di- 
rectors of  the  free  fchools  in  my  native 
town  of  Bofton,  to  be  by  them,  or  the 
perfon  or  perfons  who  (hall  have  the  fu- 
perintendanceand  management  ofthefaid 
fchools,  put  out  to  interefl,  and  fo  con- 
tinued at  interefl:  for  ever;  which  interefl: 
annually  fhall  be  laid  out  in  filv^r  me- 
dals, and  given  as  honorary  rewards  an- 
nually, by  the  directors  of  the  faid  free 
fchools,  for  the  encouragement  of  fcho- 
larfhip  in  the  faid  fchools,  belonging  to 
the  faid  town,  in  fuch  manner  as  to  the 
difcretion  of  the  feledt  men  of  the  faid 
town  fhall  feern  meet. 

Out  of  the  falary  that  may  remain 
due  to  me,  as  prefident  of  the  date,  I 
give  the  fum  of  two  thoufand  pounds 
to  my  executors,  to  be  by  them,  the 
lurvivors  or  furvivor  of  them,  paid  over 
to  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  as  the  le- 
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gillature  of  this  hate,  by  an  act  of  affenv 
bly,  {hall  appoint  to  receive  the  fame, 
in  truft,  to  be  employed  in  making  the 
Schuylkil  navigable. 

During  the  number  of  years  I was  in 
bufinefs  as  a flationer,  printer,  and  pofl- 
mafter,  a great  many  frnall  fums  became 
due  to  me,  for  books,  advertifements, 
poftage  of  letters,  and  other  matters, 
which  were  not  colle£ted,  when,  in 
1 757,  I was  fent  by  the  affembly  to 
England  as  their  agent — and,  by  fub- 
fequent  appointments,  continued  there 
till  1775 — when,  on  my  return,  I was 
immediately  engaged  in  the  affairs  of 
congrefs,  and  fent  to  France  in  17 7^> 
where  I remained  nine  years,  not  re- 
turning till  1785?  and  the  faid  debts  not 
being  demanded  in  fuch  a length  of 
time,  are  become  in  a manner  obfolete, 
yet  are  neverthelefs  juftly  due. — Ihefe, 
as  they  are  ftated  in  my  great  folio  ledger, 
E,  I bequeath  to  the  contributors  of 
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the  Pennfylvania  hofpital p hoping  that 
thofe  debtors,  and  the  defcendants  of 
fuch  as  are  deceafed,  who  now,  as  I 
find,  make  fome  difficulty  of  fatisfying 
fuch  antiquated  demands  as  j.u(t  debts, 
may  however  be  induced  to  pay  or 
give  them  as  charity  to  that  excellent 
inftitution.  I am  fenfible  that  much 
mull  inevitably  be  loft ; but  I hope 
fomething  confiderable  may  be  recover- 
ed. It  is  poffible  too  that  fome  of 
the  parties  charged  may  have  exifting 
old  unfettled  accounts  againft  me  ; in 
which  cafe  the  managers  of  the  faid 
hofpital  will  allow  and  deduct  the 
amount,  or  pay  the  balance,  if  they 
find  it  againft  me. 

I requeft  my  friends  Henry  Hill, 
Efq.  John  Jay,  Efq.  Francis  Hopkin- 
fon,  Efq.  and  Mr.  Edward  Duffield,  of 
Bonfield,  in  Philadelphia  county,  to  be 
the  executors  of  this  my  laft  will  and 

teftament. 
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teftament,  and  I hereby  nominate  and 
appoint  them  for  that  purpofe. 

I would  have  my  body  buried  with  as 
little  expence  or  ceremony  as  may  be. 

Philadelphia,  July  17,  1788. 

Codicil. 

I Benjamin  Franklin,  in  the  forego- 
ing or  annexed  laft  will  and  teftament, 
having  further  confidered  the  fame,  do 
think  proper  to  make  and  publi/h  the 
following  codicil,  or  addition  thereto: 

It  having  long  been  a fixed  political 
opinion  of  mine,  that  in  a democratical 
flate  there  ought  to  be  no  offices  of  pro- 
fit, for  the  reafons  I had  given  in  an  ar- 
ticle of  my  drawing  in  our  conflitution, 
it  was  my  intention,  when  I accepted 
the  office  of  prefident,  to  devote  the  ap- 
pointed falary  to  fome  public  ufe : -Ac- 
cordingly 1 had  already,  before  I made 
my  laft  will,  in  July  laft,  given  large 

fums 
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Tams  of  it  to  colleges,  fchools,  building 
of  churches,  &c. ; and  in  that  will  I be- 
queathed two  thoufand  pounds  more  to 
the  ftate  for  the  purpofe  of  making  the 
Schuylkil  navigable  ; but  underftanding 
fince,  that  fuch  a fum  will  do  but  little 
towards  accomplifhing  fuch  a work,  and 
that  the  project  is  not  likely  to  be  un- 
dertaken for  many  years  to  come — and 
having  entertained  another  idea  which  I 
hope  may  be  more  extenfively  ufeful,  I 
do  hereby  revoke  and  annul  the  be- 
queft,  and  direft  that  the  certificates  I 
have  for  what  remains  due  to  me  of  that 
falary,  be  fold  towards  raifing  the  fum 
of  two  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  to  be 
difpofed  of  as  I am  now  about  to  order. 

It  has  been  an  opinion,  that  he  who 
receives  an  eftate  from  his  anceftors,  is 
under  fome  obligation  to  tranfmit  the 
fame  to  pofterity.  This  obligation  lies 
not  on  me,  who  never  inherited  a fhil- 
VoL.  I.  x ling- 
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ling  from  any  anceftor  or  relation.  I 
fliall,  however,  if  it  is  not  diminilhed  by 
forne  accident  before  my  death,  leave  a 
confiderable  eftate  among  my  defend- 
ants and  relations.  The  above  observa- 
tion is  made  merely  as  fome  apology  to 
my  family,  for  my  making  bequefts-  that 
do  not  appear  to  have  any  immediate 
relation  to  their  advantage. 

I was  born  in  Bolton,  New- England* 
and  owe  my  firft  inftru&ions  in  literature 
to  the  free  grammar-fchools  eftablilhed 
there.  I have  therefore  conlidered  thofe 
fchools  in  my  will. 

But  I am  alfo  under  obligations  to 
the  Hate  of  Maffachufets,  for  having* 
unalked,  appointed  me  formerly  their 
agent,  with  a handfome  falary,  which 
continued  fome  years  t and  although  i 
accidentally  loft  in  their  Service,  by 
transmitting  governor  Hutchinfon’s  let- 
ters, much  more  than  the  amount  of 

what 
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\vhat  they  gave  me,  I do  not  think  that 
ought  in  the  lead  to  diminifh  my  grati- 
tude. I have  confidered  that,  among  ar- 
tifans,  good  apprentices  are  mod  likely 
to  make  good  citizens ; and  having  my- 
felf  been  bred  to  a manual  art,  printing, 
in  my  native  town,  and  afterwards 
aflided  to  fet  up  my  bufinefs  in  Phila- 
delphia by  kind  loans  of  money  from 
two  friends  there,  which  was  the  foun- 
dation of  my  fortune,  and  of  all  the  uti- 
lity in  life  that  may  be  afcribed  to  me — 
I wilh  to  be  ufeful  even  after  my  death, 
if  podible,  in  forming  and  advancing 
other  young  men  that  may  be  fervice- 
able  to  their  country  in  both  thefe 
towns. 

To  this  end  I devote  two  thoufand 
pounds  derling,  which  I give,  one  thou- 
fand thereof  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town  of  Bodon,  in  Maflachufetts,  and  the 
other  thoufand  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
X 2 city 
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city  of  Philadelphia,  in  trufl,  to  and  for 
the  ufes,  intents,  and  purpofes  herein 
after  mentioned  and  declared. 

The  faid  fum  of  one  thoufand  pounds 
fterling,  if  accepted  by  the  inhabitants  of 
the  town  of  Boflon,  (hall  be  managed 
under  the  direction  of  the  fele£l  men, 
united  with  the  minifters  of  the  oldeft 
epifcopalian,  congregational,  and  pref- 
byterian  churches  in  that  town,  who  are 
to  let  out  the  fame  upon  interefl  at  five 
per  cent,  per  annum,  to  fuch  young  mar- 
ried artificers,  under  the  age  of  twenty- 
five  years,  as  have  ferved  an  apprentice- 
fhip  in  the  faid  town,  and  faithfully  ful- 
filled the  duties  required  in  their  inden- 
tures, fo  as  to  obtain  a good  moral  cha- 
ra&er  from  at  leaft  two  refpe&able  citi- 
zens, who  are  willing  to  become  fureties 
in  a bond,  with  the  applicants,  for  the 
repayment  of  the  money  fo  lent,  with 

interefl,  according  to  the  terms  herein 
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after  prefcribed  ; all  which  bonds  are  to 
be  taken  for  Spanifh  milled  dollars,  or 
the  value  thereof  in  current  gold  coin : 
and  the  manager  fhall  keep  a bound 
book  or  books,  wherein  fhall  be  entered 
the  names  of  thofe  who  fhall  apply  for 
and  receive  the  benefit  of  this  inflitu- 
tion,  and  of  their  iureties,  together  with 
the  fums  lent,  the  dates,  and  other  necef- 
l'ary  and  proper  records,  refpeding  the 
bufinefs  and  concerns  of  this  inftitution: 
and  as  thofe  loans  are  intended  to  affift 
young  married  artificers  in  fetting  up 
their  bufinefs,  they  are  to  be  propor- 
tioned by  the  difcretion  of  the  managers, 
fo  as  not  to  exceed  fixty  pounds  fterling 
to  one  perfon,  nor  to  be  lefs  than  fifteen 
pounds. 

And  if  the  number  of  appliers  fo  en- 
titled fhould  be  fo  large  as  that  the  fum 
will  not  fuffice  to  afford  to  each  as  much 
;as  might  otherwife  not  be  improper,  the 
X 3 proportion 
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proportion  to  each  fliall  be  diminiffied, 
fo  as  to  afford  to  every  one  fome  aflift- 
ance.  Thefe  aids  may  therefore  be 
imall  at  firft;  but  as  the  capital  increafes 
by  the  accumulated  intereft,  they  will  be 
more  ample.  And  in  order  to  ferve  a$ 
many  as  poflible  in  their  turn,  as  well  as 
to  make  the  repayment  of  the  principal 
borrowed  more  eafy,  each  borrower  fliall 
be  obliged  to  pay  with  the  yearly  intereft 
one  tenth  part  of  the  principal ; which 
fums  of  principal  and  intereft  fo  paid  in, 
v fhall  be  again  let  out  to  frefli  borrowers. 
And  it  is  prefumed,  that  there  will  be 
always  found  in  Bofton  virtuous  and  be- 
nevolent citizens,  willing  to  beftow  a part 
of  their  time  in  doing  good  to  the  rifing 
generation,  by  fuperintending  and  ma- 
naging this  inftitution  gratis;  it  is  hoped 
that  no  part  , of  the  money  will  at  any 
time  lie  dead,  or  be  diverted  to  other 
purpofes,  but  be  continually  augmenting 
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by  the  intereft,  in  which  cafe  there  may 
in  time  be  more  than  the  occafion  in 
Bofton  {hall  require  : and  then  fome  may 
be  fpared  to  the  neighbouring  or  other 
towns  in  the  faid  (late  of  Mafifachufetts, 
which  may  defire  to  have  it,  fuch  towns 
engaging  to  pay  punctually  the  intereft, 
and  the  proportions  of  the  principal,  an- 
nually to  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Bofton.  If  this  plan  is  executed,  and 
fucceeds,  as  projected,  without  interrup- 
tion for  one  hundred  years,  the  fum  will 
be  then  one  hundred  and  thirty-one  thou- 
fand  pounds  ; of  which  I would  have  the 
managers  of  the  donation  to  the  town  of 
Bofton  then  lay  out,  at  their  difcretion, 
one  hundred  thoufand  pounds  in  public 
works,  which  may  be  judged  of  mod  ge- 
neral utility  to  the  inhabitants  ; fuch  as 
fortifications,  bridges,  aqueduCts,  public 
buildings,  baths,  pavements,  or  what- 
ever may  malce  living  in  the  town  more 
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convenient  to  its  people,  and  render  it 
more  agreeable  to  ftrangers  reforting  thi- 
ther for  health,  or  a temporary  refidence. 
The  remaining  thirty-one  thoufand 
pounds  1 would  have  continued  to  be  let 
out  to  interelt  in  the  manner  above  di- 
rected, for  one  hundred  years  ; as  I hope 
it  will  have  been  found  that  the  inltitu- 
tion  has  had  a good  effeCt  on  the  con- 
dud  of  youth,  and  been  of  fervice  to 
many  worthy  characters  and  ufeful  citi- 
zens. At  the  end  of  this  fecond  term, 
if  no  unfortunate  accident  has  prevented 
the  oDeration,  the  fum  will  be  four  mil- 
lions  an 4 fixty  one  thoufand  pounds  fter- 
ling  ; of  which  I leaye  one  million  and 
lixty-one  thoufand  pounds  to  the  difpo- 
fition  and  management  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  town  ol'  Bolton,  and  the  three 
millions  to  the  difpofition  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  date;  not  prefuming  to 
carry  my  views  farther. 
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All  the  directions  herein  given  refpe<3> 
ing  the  difpoiition  and  management  of 
the  donation  to  the  inhabitants  of  Bof- 
ton,  I would  have  obferved  refpe&ing 
that  to  the  inhabitants  of  Philadelphia  ; 
only,  as  Philadelphia  is  incorporated,  I 
requed  the  corporation  of  that  city  to 
undertake  the  management  agreeable 
to  the  faid  directions : and  1 do  hereby 
veil  them  with  full  and  ample  powers 
for  that  purpofe.  And  having  con- 
lidered  that  the  covering  its  ground-plat 
with  buildings  and  pavements,  which 
carry  off  moll  rain,  and  prevent  its  foak- 
ing  into  the  earth,  and  renewing  and  pu- 
rifying the  fprings,  whence  the  water.of 
the  wells  mud  gradually  grow  wrorfe, 
and  in  time  be  unfit  for  ufe,  as  I find 
has  happened  in  all  old  cities ; 1 recom- 
mend, that,  at  the  end  of  the  fird  hun- 
dred years,  if  not  done  before,  the  cor- 
poration of  the  city  employ  a part  of  the 
' hundred 


3*4 


LIFE  OF 


hundred  thoufand  pounds  in  bringing 
by  pipes  the  water  of  Wiffahickon- 
creek  into  the  town,  fo  as  to  fupply  the 
inhabitants,  which  I apprehend  may  be 
done  without  great  difficulty,  the  level 
of  that  creek  being  much  above  that  of 
the  city,  and  may  be  made  higher  by  a 
dam.  I alfo  recommend  making  the 
Schuylkil  completely  navigable.  At  the 
end  of  the  fecond  hundred  years,  I would 
have  the  difpofition  of  the  four  millions 
and  fixty-one  thoufand  pounds  divided 
between  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia  and  the  government  of 
Pennfylvania,  in  the  fame  manner  as 
herein  directed  with  refpe£t  to  that  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Bolton  and  the  go- 
vernment of  Mafiachufetts.  It  is  iny 
defire  that  this  ipftitudon  ffiould  take 
place  and  begin  to  operate  within  one 
year  after  my  deceafe  ; for  which  purpofe 
due  notice  ffiould  be  publicly  given,. 
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previous  to  the  expiration  of  that  year, 
that  thofe-  for  whofe  benefit  this-eftablifh- 
jnent  is  intended  may  make  their  refpec- 
tive  applications : and  I hereby  diredfc 
my  executors,  the  furvivors  and  furvivor 
of  them,  within  fix  months  after  my  de- 
ceafe,  to  pay  over  the  faid  fum  of  two 
thoufand  pounds  fferling  to  fuch  perfons 
as  fhall  be  duly  appointed  by  the  feleft 
men  of  Bolton,  and  the  corporation  of 
Philadelphia,  to  receive  and  take  charge 
of  their  refpedlive  fums  of  one  thoufand 
pounds  each  for  the  purpofes  aforefaid. 
Confiderifig  the  accidents  to  which  al! 
human  affairs  and  projedts  are  fubjedt  ii} 
fuch  a length  of  time,  I have  perhaps  too 
much  flattered  myfelf  with  a vain  fancy 
thaf  thefe  difpofitions,  if  carried  into 
execution,  will  be  continued  without  in* 
terruption,  and  have  the  effedts  pro* 
pofed  : I hope,  however,  that,  if  the  in* 
habitants  of  the  two  cities  fliould  not 
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think  fit  to  undertake  the  execution, 
they  will  at  lead  accept  the  offer  of  thefe 
donations,  as  a mark  of  my  good  will, 
token  of  my  gratitude,  and  tellimony  of 
my  defire  to  be  ufeful  to  them  even  after 
my  departure.  I wifh,  indeed,  that  they 
may  both  undertake  to  endeavour  the 
execution  of  my  project,  becaufe  I think, 
that,  though  unlorefeen  difficulties  may 
arjfe,  expedients  will  be  found  to  re- 
move them,  and  the  fcheme  be  found 
practicable,  if  one  of  them  accepts  the 
money  with  the  conditions,  and  the 
other  refufes,  my  will  then  is,  that  both 
fums.be  given  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
city  accepting  ; the  whole  to  be  applied 
to  the  fame  purpofes,  and  under  the 
fame  regulations  directed  for  the  fepa- 
rate  parts  ; and  if  both  refufe,  the  money 
remains  of  courfe  in  the  nrafs  of  my 
eflate,  and  it  is  to  be  difpofed  of  there- 
with, according  to  my  will  made  the 
Seventeenth  day  of  July  1 7 3 . 

My 
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My  fine  crab-tree  walking-flick,  with 
a gold  head  curioufly  wrought  in  the 
form  of  the  cap  of  Liberty,  I give  to 
my  friend,  and  the  friend  of  mankind. 
General  Wafhington.  If  it  were  a fcep- 
tre,  he  has  merited  it,  and  would  be- 
come it. 
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